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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STaTE OF THE SKILLED Lapour Market 1n DECEMBER. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,189 returns, viz.: 1,552 from employers, 511 
from trade unions, and 126 from other sources :— 

The general state of employment continues good. A com- 
parison of the returns for the end of December with those of the 
previous month is somewhat affected by the Christmas holidays, 
while it is difficult to compare them with the corresponding 
figures for the end of December, 1897, owing to the existence 
of the engineering dispute at the latter date. Allowance for 
these disturbing causes must be made in considering the figures 
given below. 

In the 118 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 470,391, 13,612 (or 2°9 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of December, compared with 2°3 per 
cent. a month before, and 5°3 per cent. in the 113 unions, with a 
membership of 460,866, from which returns were received for 
December, 1897. 

Employment in Various Industries-—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment in December was better in every district than during 
November. Returns relating to pits employing 448,45] work- 
people show that these pits worked on an average 5°54 days per 
week in the four weeks ended 24th December, as compared with 
an average of 5°46 days in November. This is the highest figure 
recorded in the five years during which these statistics have 
been compiled. 

Iron-mining.—Employment in this industry continues good. 
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At 135 iron mines or open-works, at which 17,479 persons were 
employed, an average of 5°82 days per week was worked during 
the four weeks ended 24th December, as compared with 5°80 in 
November. 

Pig-iron Industry.—Returns relating to the works of 109 
ironmasters show a further improvement in employment during 
December. At the end of the month they had 364 furnaces in 
blast, estimated to be employing 23,625 persons, or 5 more 
furnaces and 134 more persons employed than at the end of 
November, and 13 more furnaces and 417 more persons em- 
ployed than at the end of December, 1897. 

Iron and Steel Manuf acture—Employment continues better 
than a year ago. The 204 employers making returns employed 
81,183 workpeople in the last week of December, as compared 
with 81,026 workpeople in the last week of November and 
77,285 workpeople in the last week of December, 1897. The 
average number of shifts worked was 5°59 in the last week of 
December, compared with 5°60 in the last week of November. 

Tin-plate Trade—Employment, on the whole, remained 
about the same in December as in November, 309 mills, giving 
employment to 16,100 workpeople, being at work at the end of 
the month, as compared with 314 mills, giving employment to 
16,091 workpeople, at the end of November, and 333 mills, 
giving employment to 17,212 workpeople, at the end of Decem- 
ber, 1897. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has re- 
mained fairly steady. The percentage of unemployed union 
members in this group of trades at the end of December was 3°0, 
compared with 2°7 in October and November, and 6°5 in 
December, 1897.* 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment though still good, is 
scarcely so brisk, the percentage of unemployed union mem- 
bers at the end of December being 3°7, compared with 2°5 in 
November, and 14°1 per cent. in December, 1897.* 

Employment in the Building trades has continued good, 
though painters and decorators and plumbers are not so busy. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
December was 1°8, compared with 1:1 in November, and 2°8 in 
December, 1897. 

The Furnishing trades, though still well employed, are 
scarcely so busy in some branches. The percentage of un- 
employed union members at the end of December was 3°8, com- 
pared with 2°3 in November and -4°7 per cent. in December of 
1897. 

Owing to seasonal causes employment in the Printing ant 
Bookbinding trades has fallen off in most branches. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of December 
was 3°9, compared with 2°4 in November. The percentage for 
December, 1897, was 3°1. 


* During the eng’ne2ring dispute. 
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In the Paper trade, the percentage of unemployed union 
members is 5°9, compared with 3°8 in November and 3°2 per 
cent. in December, 1897. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed was 129, 
compared with 11°1 in December, 1897. 

Employment in the Leather trades has improved, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of December 
being 4°5, compared with 4°9 in November and 5°5 per cent. in 
December, 1897. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Boot and Shoe 
trade continues quiet; in the ready-made branch it has im- 
proved, on the whole, but is still slack in many centres. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the T'adloring trade 
continues dull; in the ready-made branch it remains slack. 

Employment in both the Spinning and Weaving branches of 
the Cotton trade continues good generally. 

Employment in the Worsted trade again shows a decline. In 
the Woollen trade it has fallen off, and is quiet in most centres. 
In the Hosiery trade employment is moderate. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 543 mills, employing 90,700 women 
and girls, shows that 85 per cent. were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 83 per cent. in 
November, and 62 per cent. in December, 1897. 


Trade Disputes—'wenty-nine fresh disputes occurred in 
December, 1898, involving 6,319 workpeople. The correspond- 
ing number of disputes for November was 44, involving 8,457 
workpeople, and for December, 1897, 24 disputes, involving 
1,858 workpeople. Three disputes took place in the building 
trades, 4 in mining and quarrying, 9 in the metal, engineering, 
and shipbuilding trades, 8 in textile trades, 2 in clothing 
trades, and 3 in other industries. Of the 30 new and old dis- 
putes, involving 6,540 workpeople, of which the settlement is 
reported, 9, involving 1,061 persons, were settled wholly in 
favour of the workpeople; 10, involving 2,191 persons, wholly 
in favour of the employers; and 11, involving 3,288 persons, 
resulted in a compromise. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 20,900 workpeople were reported during December, of 
which number 19,500 received advances averaging 1s. 5d. per 
head, and 1,400 sustained decreases averaging 103d. per head. 
The net result was an increase estimated at about 1s. 3d. per 
head in the weekly wages of those affected. The increases 
were principally in the iron and steel trade (8,686). Changes 
affecting about 1,550 workpeople were preceded by disputes, 
causing stoppage of work. Changes affecting about 8,700 work- 
people were arranged under sliding-scales. The other changes 
affecting about 10,650 workpeople were arranged by direct 
negotiation between employers and workpeople. 
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OrrictaL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLeR ExpLosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Barton-upon-Humber on 
the 6th December last into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at the Pioneer Brick and Tile Works on 
the 26th October last. 

The boiler, one of the Cornish type, was purchased second- 
hand, about 35 years ago, and it was on the premises when the 
= owners took possession in 1875. Since that time it had 

een repaired occasionally, but there was no evidence that it 
had been examined until 1893, when it was examined and re- 
paired by an engineer, who recommended that a new boiler 
should be obtained, as this one was getting worn out. 

In 1896 another engineer was called in, and he advised the 
owners not to work the boiler at a pressure exceeding that of 
25 lbs., but no attention was paid to his advice, and the boiler 
was worked at pressure varying from 40 to 50 Ibs. 

In March last a person calling himself an “engineer” was 
called in. He professed to make an examination of the boiler, 
and advised the owners that it was in a satisfactory condition 
and quite fit to work at a pressure of 35 lbs. per square inch. 

On the 26th October steam was raised, and when the pres- 
sure slightly exceeded 40 lbs. the boiler exploded. The flue 
silage and ruptured, the boiler was projected forward about 


5 feet, the engine-house was wrecked, and bricks and débris 
were hurled considerable distances. Fortunately no one was 


injured. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the plate of 
the flue having become so reduced in thickness from ordinary 
wear and tear as to be completely worn out: That the safe 
working pressure of the boiler when new should not have ex- 
ceeded 27 Ibs., and in 1896 it should not have exceeded 10 Ibs. 
per square inch. 

The Court found that the person who examined the boiler in 
March last was not competent to do so, that in advising the 
owners as to the working pressure of the boiler his conduct was 
most reprehensible, and that he was to blame for the explosion. 

The Court found that upon two occasions advice was given 
io the owners which was not followed; that the boiler had not 
been periodically examined by a competent person, and that 
no proper measures were taken to ensure that it was being 
worked under safe conditions. That there was carelessness in 
the management, and that the explosion was caused by the 
neglect of the owners—two brothers. 

The Court ordered the person who examined the boiler in 
March last to pay the sum of 10/., and each of the owners to pay 
the sum of 20/. towards the costs and expenses of the investiga- 
tion. 


Deposit or Sums TO MEET EXPENSES OF SEAMEN. 
As a convenience to shipowners, the Board of Trade have 
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arranged to furnish the Shipping Federation and the Ship- 
owners’ Parliamentary Committee at intervals of six months 
with lists of any unexpected balances remaining in their hands 
from sums deposited with Consuls by shipmasters to meet ex- 
penses for seamen discharged abroad. 


CLosE oF NAvIGATION SEASON IN Rvsstan Battic Ports. 


The Board of Trade have received information through the 
Foreign Office that the navigation at the port of St. Peters- 
burg closed on the 15th December, and at Cronstadt on the 
17th December last. 


SANITARY REGULATIONS AT BEyRoOUT. 


H.M. Consul-General at Beyrout reports to the Board of Trade 
that the sanitary authorities at that port have requested him 
to intimate to captains of British ships that the health declara- 
tions furnished by them to the authorities should be exact, in 
order that the necessary precautions may be taken, should it 
be deemed requisite, to land any of the crew who may be suffer- 
ing from a contagious disease. 


TENDERS FOR PorceLaIn TELEGRAPH INsULATORS IN Norway. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Norwegian State Telegraph 
Administration for the idieus of about 140,400 porcelain 
telegraph and telephone insulators. 

Tenders must be received at Christiania by 12 o’clock noon 
on the 26th February, 1899. 

A copy of the specification, conditions, &c., may be examined 
on personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 am. and 
5 p.m. 


TENDERS FoR SOLDIERS’ ReqQvuisiTES IN Norway. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Norwegian military authorities for 
the delivery of cloth, blankets, tent cloth, leather, belts, tools, 
brushes, &ce. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Leverance til Armeen,” 
should be addressed to ‘“ Generalintendantens Kontor, Chris- 
tiania,” where they must be received by 10 a.m. on the 20th 
instant. 
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A complete list of the articles required, together with full 
particulars, may be examined on personal application at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Trenpers For Macuinery 1x Soutuern Itaty. 


Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has re- 
ceived a despatch from H.M. Consul at Brindisi reporting that 
tenders are invited for certain corn-milling machinery which 
is required at Taranto. _ 

The building will be begun about March next, and the 
machinery will be put in some six months later. 

Tenders should be sent as soon as possible to Signor Luigi di 
Matteo, Taranto, Italy. 

Further particulars may be obtained at the Commercial De- 
partment of the Foreign Office, between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


Imports oF Pic IRoN AND UNwrouGHT STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month—January- 
December, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1898. Tons. £ 6 £ 
January 8,871 19,216 3,918 
February 7,464 16,657 11,959 
March ... 5,156 10,951 12,369 
April ... 5,094 11,116 13,099 
June .. me at 2,249 5,169 11,248 
August ... ov 1,199 3,361 19,434 
September 3,402 11,406 14,531 
October... 3,443 9,883 19,642 
November 17,395 40,858 6,110 


Total, 1898 ...| 76,356 180,614 158,689 


Twelre months ended Dec. 31st, 1897; 91,196 209,275 128,892 
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Frenco CommerciaL AGENTS IN CoLoMBIA. 


A despatch, dated 19th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Panama, stating that 
the French Government have appointed Mr. J. B. Nicolan, a 
wine merchant and general trader, their Commercial Agent in 
Panama. A similar appointment has been made at Colon in 
the person of Mr. F. Chazulle, a dealer in principally dry goods, 
and it is understood that other appointments will be made in 
all the principal trading centres in Colombia. These gentle- 
men are to furnish reports of trade interest, for which their 
private positions so fitly qualify them, through the medium of 
the French Consul in Panama, and such reports cannot fail to 
be of the greatest utility to their respective Governments, and 
to French traders. 


QUARANTINE REGULATIONS IN BELGIAN Ports. 


A despatch, dated 24th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at 
Brussels, enclosing copies of a decree signed by the Minister 
of Agriculture and Public Works, dated the 15th December, 
and published in the ‘‘ Moniteur Belge,” of the 21st December, 
modifying the decrees of 17th August, 1831, 31st July, 1893, 
and 8th February, 1897, relating to sanitary regulations in 
Belgian seaports. 

The above may be seen on application at the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


British TRADE IN CHILE AND ARGENTINA. 
Exhibition of Samples. 

In connection with the notice on pp. 655-57 of the December 
issue of the Journal respecting the reports of Mr. Worthington, 
the Board’s Special Commissioner in South America, on the 
condition of British trade in Chile and Argentina, the Board of 
Trade again desire to call attention to the fact that certain 
samples which have been sent home by Mr. Worthington in 
illustration of his reports, have now been classified and 
arranged. These samples may be inspected by anyone interested 
on application at No. 43, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day 
between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. 


TrapE Returns oF THE Unitrep Kinepom. 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kisigdosn ” for the month of December, 1898, and 
the twelve months ended 31st December, 1898, a further refer- 
ence to which will be found on pp. 13-16 of the present issue of 
the “‘ Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or Sth of each month, may 
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be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance, 8d.) per 
copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or John Menzies & Co., 12, 
Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgo-, 
or Hodges, Figgis & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1897 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate, for each of the years 1893 to 1897 in- 
clusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the ad- 
dresses enumerated above. 


AWarRDs FoR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea, together with a sum of ll. each, 
to John Wilson, Robert Paterson, Thomas Carnil, John Flucker, 
William Paterson, and Andrew Wilson, pilots, of Methil, in 
recognition of their services in manning a boat and rescuing 
the crew of the Norwegian brig, “ Thetis,’ of Risoer, which 
stranded off Methil on the 23rd November, 1898. 

The Board of Trade have also awarded their bronze medal, and 
the sum of 1/. 10s., to T. Keightley, coastguard commissioned 
boatman ; and the sum of 1/. to F. Hayward, coastguard boat- 
man, stationed at Muchalls, for their services in assisting to 
bring ashore the crew of the Swedish barquentine, “ Felix,” 
at Ramshall Creek, on the 20th October last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their silver medal for gal- 
‘lantry in saving life at sea to Mr. John W. H. Juddery, late. 
quartermaster of the s.s. ‘“‘ Mohegan,” of Hull, in recognition of 
his services in assisting to save life on the occasion of the 
siranding and loss of that vessel on the Manacle Rocks, near 
the Lizard, on the 14th October last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their silver medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea to James C. Hood, master, and 
their bronze medal for gallantry in saving life at sea to 
Frederick Webb, mate, William Baldock, engineer, George 
Wells and William Maltby, seamen, Samuel Perry, Charles 
Jeffrey and Frederick Funnell, stokers, and Edward Cullis, cook, 
of the steam tug “Simla,” of London, in recognition of their ser- 
vices in rescuing the survivors of the barque, “ Blengfell,” of 
Liverpcol, which was destroyed by an explosion off Margate on 
the 17th October last. 
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II.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 
The trade returns for the month of December, 1898, com- 
pared with the corresponding month of 1897, show an increase 
both in the imports from foreign countries and British posses- 
sions, and in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufacture and foreign and colonial merchandise. 

The imports for December, 1898, were valued at 45,332,608/., 
as compared with 41,334,536/. for December, 1897—an increase 
of 3,998,072/., or 9°6 per cent. The total exports amounted in 
value to 26,514,361/., as against 24,309,334/. in 1897, of which 
British and Irish produce and manufacture amounted in value 
to 20,978,408/., as against 19,320,156/. in December, 1897, an 
increase of 1,658,252/., or 8°5 per cent., and foreign and colonial 
merchandise to 5,535,953/. in December, 1898, as against 
4,989,178/. for a corresponding period of 1897, an increase of 
546,775/., or 10°9 per cent. 

Imports.-—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
December, 1898, as compared with December, 1897, according 
to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Dec. 81. 


Increase. | Decrease. 


1997. | 1898. 


| 


| £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco... «../1 8,179,259 |19,566,161 | 1,336,911 


Metals... 1,819,805 | 2,233,218 | 413,913 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... 414,664 492,208 
ove ose vee 676,092 883,504 207,412 
Raw materials for manufactures ..../12,055,539 | 13,683,864 | 1,628,325 
Manufactured and ‘miscellancous! 
articles 8,189,686 | 8,573,653 383,967 
45,332,608 | 3,998,072 


The imports of. barley, peas, beans, Indian corn, and Indian 
corn meal show increased values in December, 1898, as com- 
pared with December, 1897; but the imports of wheat, wheat 
meal and flour, oats and oatmeal show slight decreases in values, 
although the quantities of wheat, wheat meal and flour have 
considerably increased, the net increase in the category of all 
kinds of corn being 678,258/. Amongst other articles of food 
and drink, the following are the principal which show increases 
in the value of the imports for the month, viz. :—Bacon, 
119,854/.; beef, salted and fresh, 137,984/.; fruit, 201,260/.; 
hops, 196,519/.; lard, 113,563/.; and sugar, refined end candy, 
222,597. On the other hand, the imports of cheese show a 
decrease of 116,811/., of sugar (unrefined) 128,81°/., and of 
coffee, 104,099/. 

With regard to other imports, and always com ;::1ing the values 
for December, 1898, with those for the corresponding period 
of 1897, copper of all kinds shows a net increase of 144,293’, 


* Sce also pp. 106 and 107. 
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‘lead of 108,032/, petroleum of 131,591/., raw cotton, of - 
1,209,472/., hemp 139,175/., sheeps’ or lambs’ wool 295,4561/., 
caoutchouc 149,586/., and and steel manufactures (including 
cycles and parts thereof) of 231,703/. The principal decreases 
are under jute, 209,783/., dry hides 114,405/., hewn wood 
117,364/., and wool, other than sheeps’ or lambs’ wool, 82,9971. 

Exports——With regard to the exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures for the month of December, 1898, as 
compared with December, 1897, the following table shows the 
values and the increase or decrease in each principal category : — 


Month ended Dec. 31. 
ed Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 


£ £ 
Animals, living 97.331 101,917 4,586 

Articles of food and drink ... ...| 1,054,666 | 1,022,856 _ 
Raw materials... ... 1,648,492 | 2,029,878 | 381,386 
Articles manufactured and partly 

manufactured, viz. : — 

Yarns and textile fabrics ---| 8,065,178 | 8,675,992 618,814 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery) 2,995,484 | 2,796,548 199,941 

Machinery and millwork .--| 1,098,148 1,6%9,401 60) ,253 
Miscellaneous ... bes .-.| 4,359,837 | 4,651,821 291,964 


Total £/19,320,156 |20,978,408 1,658,252 | ave 


The exports of yarns and textile fabrics show the greatest 
increase of the month, and machinery and millwork the next 
in actual figures, though in this case the increase per cent. is, 
of course, much larger. The increase in the former category is 
chiefly in cotton piece-goods, of which much larger quantities 
have been sent to China and the South American countries 
generally (especially Brazil). ’ 

With regard to machinery and millwork, the increase is prin- 
cipally seen in shipments of locomotives to South American 
countries, British East Indies, and Australasia, and in the ex- 

orts of textile machinery to all European countries (especially 
ussia).and the British Kast Indies. Amongst other articles of 
export, increases are found under coal, coke, and fuel 387,413/., 
and arms, ammunition, and military stores 107,5161. 
The Year’s Trade. 

The value of the imports for the whole year ended 31st 
December, 1898, was 470,604,198/7., as compared with 
451,028,960/. for 1897—an increase of 19,575,238/. The total 
value of the exports for the year 1898 was 294,009,991/., as 
against 294,174,118/. for 1897, of which British and Irish 
produce and manufactures for the year 1898 amounted to 
233,390,792/., as against 234,219,708/. for 1897—a decrease 
of 828,916/.; while the exports of foreign and colonial 
merchandise show an increase on the year of 664,789I. 
In the imports, the largest increase is, as usual, found under 
articles of food and drink (duty free), which in 1898 are valued 
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at 15,350,814/. more than in 1897. There is an increase in the 
imports of raw materials for textile manufactures amounting 
for the year to 1,202,652/., and a still larger increase of 
1,985,064/. under the heading of manufactured articles. With 
regard to the exports, machinery and millwork show an in- 
creased value for the twelve months of 2,124,474/., in spite of 
the effects of the engineering dispute experienced at the com- 
mencement of the year. The exports of raw materials also 
exhibit an increase, the amount being valued at 950,647/. 
more in 1898 than in 1897. On the other hand, yarns and 
textile fabrics show a decrease for the year amounting to 
2,065,993/., and metals and articles manufactured stm. se 
(except machinery) of 1,681,033/. 

The shipments of cotton, yarn, and twist for the year 1898 
were valued at over a million pounds less than in 1897, the 
decrease being chiefly to Holland, Japan, and the British East 
Indies. On the other hand, the exports of cotton piece-goods 
of all kinds show a net increase in 1898 of 2,110,484/., as com- 
pared with 1897, but a decrease of 3,477,038/. as compared with 
1896. The increase of these exports in 1898, as compared with 
1897, may be attributed principally to larger shipments to 
Brazil, Argentina, China, and the British East Indies, though 
smaller quantities have been sent to Turkey, Egypt, and the 
United States. The United States have also taken less jute 
and linen piece-goods, worsted yarns, and woollen and worsted 
tissues, the drop in the value of the worsted piece-goods amount- 
ing to 1,666,460/. 


ToNNAGE OF VESSELS ENTERED AND CLEARED WITH CARGOES. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United King- 
dom from foreign countries and British possessions during 
December, 1898, amounted to 3,024,575 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 3,470,180 tons, as compared with 2,867,864 tons 
entered and 3,289,139 tons cleared in December, 1897. As 
regards the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during Decem- 
ber last was 2,603,330 tons, and the tonnage cleared 2,572,410 
tons, as against 2,562,545 tons and 2,480,046 tons respectively 
in December, 1897. 

With regard to the shipping for the whole year, the tonnage 
of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom and British 
possessions for the twelve months ended 31st December, 1898, 
amounted to 34,515,804 tons, as against 34,636,151 tons for 
1897; and the tonnage cleared amounted to 39,462,642 tons in 
1898, as compared with 39,308,276 in 1897. In the coasting 
trade, the tonnage entered during 1898 was 31,330,950 tons, as 
compared with 32,071,370 tons in 1897, and the tonnage cleared 
was 30,693,128 tons, as compared with 30,961,543 tons in 1897. 

The decrease in the coasting trade in 1898, as compared with 
1897, is owing to the fact that since Ist April, 1898, trade be- 
tween certain places in the estuary of the Thames has ceased to 
be considered as trade by sea. : 


- 
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Ill—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF NICARAGUA 
AND COSTA RICA, AND THE PROPOSED INTER- 
OCEANIC CANAL. 


(With Map.) 


Nicaragua and Costa Rica are the two most southern countries 
of the Central American group, and have each a considerable 
seaboard on both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Thus favour- 
ably situated for the trade of two hemispheres, these Republics 
should show far greater signs of commercial prosperity than is 
actually the case. The mineral wealth and agricultural possi- 
bilities of both countries are very considerable, but the dearth 
of good harbours and the absence of means of communication 
are among the reasons which tend to hinder the economic 
development of their natural resources. 

An article in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for April, 1897, 
touched upon the question of the construction of the Inter- 
Oceanic Canal and its probable influence on the development 
of Nicaraguan trade, and also on the trade of Europe with the 
western coasts of both the Northern and Southern American 
Continents and New Zealand—trade which at present, if 
not sent by long sea round Cape Horn, must either 
be transhipped and conveyed across the Continent of 
North America by one of the great Pacific railway systems, or 
similarly carried by one of the railways over the isthmuses of 
Tehuantepec and Panama respectively. Goods from London or 
Liverpool to Auckland (New Zealand) have the choice of several 
routes, viz., vid the Cape of Good Hope (14,380 miles), vd the 
Suez Canal (12,670 miles), vid the Isthmus of Panama (11,350 
miles), or vid the Isthmus of Tehuantepec (11,320 miles). The 
distance to be traversed when the proposed Nicaraguan Canal 
shall be in working order may be set down approximately as 
the same as the Panama route, but in that case there would be 
no necessity, of course, for transhipment on to the railway, 
involving extra charges and delay. From 2,000 to 6,000 miles 
would be saved by vessels using the canal route from England 
to various ports in Western America in preference to that 
round Cape Horn. 

The article above referred to further pointed out that Grey- 
town (San Juan del Norte) and Bluefields on the Atlantic, and 
Brito, San Juan del Sur, and Corinto on the Pacific Ocean are 
the places most likely to benefit by the construction of the 
proposed canal. 

Greytown, or San Juan del Norte, on the Atlantic Ocean, near 
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the mouth of the San Juan River, is a free port, the population 
of which is, according to the census of 1895, 1,480, 38 only of 
whom were Europeans, 19 Americans, and the remainder 
Nicaraguans and West Indians. 

The rights of the inhabitants of San Juan del Norte, under 
the treaty of January 8, 1860, between Great Britain and 
Nicaragua, are that the town shall be a free port under the 
sovereign authority of Nicaragua, and that its inhabitants shall 
enjoy religious freedom and the right of trial by jury. 

The trade of San Juan del Norte is not as yet very important, 
and Bluefields, on the so-called Mosquito Coast of the Atlantic, 
is at present a more important place, though it may be passed 
by San Juan when it shall have become the port at the entrance 
of the great canal. Like San Juan, it has neither railways nor 
waggon roads leading from it, its only highways being the sea, 
the rivers, and the lagoons. The population in January, 1895, 
was 2,091, but, according to a report of the United States 
Consul at San Juan del Norte, it is now claimed to be over 
3,000. 

The most urgent requirement of both San Juan del Norte and 
Bluefields is undoubtedly the improvement to the harbours at 
both places. The trade of San Juan could, especially, be in- 
creased if the port were properly opened out and navigation on 
the river facilitated by the removal of obstacles; and the same 
argument may be used in support of the idea of deepening the 
harbour at Bluefields, which is slowly but surely filling up, 
there being, it is stated, no contrivance or apparatus to remove 
the silting that is constantly taking place. 

The banana trade of Bluefields is a large one, but the opening 
up of neighbouring harbours at Puerto Cortez and Puerto 
Barrios will divert a large share of the trade from Bluefields, 
unless means be taken to put the harbour and wharves at the 
latter place on the same footing. 

The port at the Pacific mouth of the canal will be either Brito 
or San Juan del Sur—neither at present of any importance as a 
trading centre, but both of which should in the future, from their 
position, develop a considerable trade. Corinto, higher up the 
Pacific coast, is the chief seaport on the Pacific and a calling 
place of the Pacific mail steamers, but there are no docks or 
quays for steamers drawing over 22 feet, and the vessels load 
and discharge by means of lighters. A short wharf was pro- 
jected but not carried out. The dearth of good harbours appears 
at present to be the greatest drawback to the prospects of the 
Nicaraguan ports, but with the coming of the canal this state 
of affairs may perhaps be altered, and a new impetus be given 
to the trade of the Republic. 

The following table, taken from the latest report of H.M. 
Consul at Granada to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2136), 
shows the value of the imports inte and exports from Nicaragua, 
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distinguishing the principal countries in the years 1895 and 
1897 : 


| | 
Imports. | Exports. 
Country. = 
| 1895 1897 1895 1897 
| £ £ £ £ 
Great Britain... 296,714 204,600 136,959 150,050 
Germany a .-| 166,614 94,964 494,463 280,150 
United States ... oe | 143,850 109,320 190 509 106,100 
France ... 104,376 55,00 57,190 20,000 
Other Ecropean coun-! 
=) 53,500 8.553 10,576 
Central American States| 40,000 15,000 140,000 44,657 
Total... = 847,09) 528,384 1,027,679 611,533 


The values in the above table have been converted into 
sterling at the rate of 140 per cent. premium on gold, or 12 
silver dollars to the £ sterling. 

In the imports of cheap cotton fabrics, like grey cloths, 
prints, shirtings, drills, lawns, fancy dress goods, zephyrs, 
sewing thread, &c., Great Britain always appears to hold her 
own, and these goods are practically entirely supplied from that 
country. Woollen goods, such as cashmeres, coatings, flannels, 
serges, blankets, rugs, &c., are also mostly imported from Great 
Britain, but a small proportion comes from France and Ger- 
many. Laces of all kinds, lace nets, curtains, &c., are brought 
chiefly from Great Britain, also coffee sacks, drugs, soap, hard- 
ware, zine roofing, machinery, cutlery, nails, liquors, saddlery, 
and other leather goods. It is worthy of note that Great 
Britain provides very little of the beer imported into 
Nicaragua, nearly all of it coming from the United States or 
Germany. Consumers seem to prefer the German and American 
lager beer, on account of its lightness, and possibly the price is 
lower than many English beers. Great Britain also appears to 
be rather behind in the supplying of sewing machines, bicycles, 
road carriages, weighing machines, lamps, lanterns, ropes, 
railway wheels, cars, trucks, locomotives, barbed wire, iron 
stoves, pumps, boots and shoes, these articles being generally 
imported from the United States, or perhaps occasionally from 
Germany. In some cases, perhaps, the British article is less 
suitable for the country, as happens with road carriages, the 
American light half-wagonette kind of vehicle, with movable 
cover, being most certainly better for the bad, uneven roads. 
Bicycles in small quantities have been imported of late years 
almost solely from the United States, although not perhaps so 
much on account of their style, quality, or price, as their being 
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placed more before the public by agents, circulars, pamphlets, 
&e., but this trade can never be of much importance whilst the 
roads outside towns are utterly impassable on a cycle, and even 
some of the principal streets in towns are anything but pleasant 
riding, owing to their unevenness. 

The total exports from Nicaragua to all countries for the . 

year 1897 reached the sum of 611,533/., and this amount com- 
* pared with 1895 shows a falling-off of 416,146/., or about 40 
per cent. This great decrease in the country’s exports is chiefly 
due to the much lower price of coffee, and the smaller quantity 
shipped during the year compared to 1895. There has also been 
much less sugar, indigo, cattle, cheese, and other native pro- 
ducts shipped to the other Central American States, and above 
all, trade with Costa Rica has suffered the most. The total 
export of sugar has dropped from 113,000/. to 500/., on 
account, perhaps, of larger consumption in the country, and 
the much smaller amount produced by planters, partly owing 
to hindrances to work through the recruiting of men, and 
partly through a rather bad season. 

Comparing the exports for 1897 with those of 1895, there 
has been a considerable increase in the exportation of gold bars 
and gold dust, also the quantity of fustic, cedar, and other 
timbers has increased, and extract of dyewood, which in former 
times was not shipped at all, is now becoming of some import- 
ance. 

Compared with the year 1895, the exports to Great Britain 
have increased considerably, viz., 150,050/., out of the total 
exports of 611,533/., or nearly 25 per cent., against 136,959/. 
from total exports of 1,027,679/. in 1895, or a little over 13 per 
cent. This increase is due principally to the larger amount of 
gold bars exported, nearly all of which is sent to Great Britain ; 
most of the logwood, extract of dyewood, indigo, and a fair 
proportion of coffee is also shipped there, but very few hides, 
rubber, deerskins, and silver dollars. 

Germany, as heretofore, receives the bulk of the coffee crop, 
and that accounts for her large proportion of total exports, viz., 
about 40 per cent. . 

The United States receive a small proportion of the coffee 
shipped, nearly all the gold dust, a small proportion of gold 
bars, and most of the rubber, hides, deerskins, and silver 
dollars. 

France received only 20,000/., or under 3} per cent. of the total 
exports for the year, and this consisted principally of coffee, hides, 
logwood, and silver dollars. Small quantities of coffee, hides, 
deerskins, and extract of dyewood are shipped to Italy and 
Spain, but nothing of consequence, the total exports to all other 
Kuropean countries outside Great Britain, Germany, and France 
amounting to only 10,5761. 


Trade with other Central and South American States shows 
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a strong decline during past year, the total exports amounting 
to 44,657/., against 140,000/. in 1895. The articles exported to 
these countries are cattle, soap, sugar, salt, leather, maize, 
cheese, beans, lard, boots, starch, hammocks, straw hats, cocoa, 
and rum, which are chiefly sent to Salvador, although some go 
to Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico. 

The general position of British trade with Nicaragua will be 
seen plainly by the foregoing to have held its own, having the 
largest share of total importations, and the second largest part of 
exports. There is no reason either why British trade should de- 
crease if British merchants will always endeavour to provide what 
is required for the taste of this country, and keep their wares as 
much as possible before the importing merchant, by samples, 
price lists, and catalogues. These must necessarily be in 
Spanish, so that everyone can understand them, and it is pre- 
ferable when sending samples, to have the prices clearly marked 
on each pattern, instead of each piece being numbered, and a 
separate price list with corresponding numbers, which latter 
frequently gets lost or mislaid, and then the patterns become 
valueless either for comparison or ordering. Great Britain may 
be said to have no competitors in cheap cotton manufactured 
goods, and the few German cottons imported are not so much 
liked, and are generally dearer than British manufacture ; 
American cotton goods have also made very slow progress, and 
of late rather less has been imported than in former years, on 
account of price, although American cotton goods are generally 
recognised as being of very good quality. A few ducks and drills 
are always imported for the interior, but other cotton goods of 
American manufacture, such as prints, calicoes, lawns, sheet- 
ings, &c., are rarely seen. As already explained, Great Britain 
does not have the predominance that might be obtained in such 
goods as machinery, beer, hardware, pumps, bicycles, paper, 
leather and shoemaking articles, boat building, paints, varnish, 
cement, scarves, shawls, ties, ready-made clothing, boots, shoes, 
chinaware, hats, furniture, scales, carriages, safes, lamps, lan- 
terns, drugs, iron bedsteads, musical instruments, nails, barbed 
wire, clocks, watches, and agricultural implements, and al- 
though some of these goods may not be imported in very large 
quantities, the British manufacturer would naturally like to be 
considered when an order is to be executed, and open to compete 
with other European and American firms; it is, therefore, 
always necessary for manufacturers to advertise their goods in 
circulars, catalogues, trade journals, &c., in order not to be 
passed over by some foreign maker, who, without producing 
perhaps so good an article, or any cheaper, has the advantage 
of being better known, and consequently receives the order. 

During the year 1897 the importations and exportations 
through the Pacific port of San Juan del Sur greatly decreased, 
principally through the bad roads from the port to the Lake of 
Nicaragua, and most of the business in the interior is now done 
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through Corinto, from which port there is railway and steam- 
boat communication through to Granada, the service being 
fairly well conducted. 

The total number of ocean-going vessels that entered the 

ort of Corinto in 1897 was 50, of an aggregate tonnage of 
39,520 tons. Of these, 38 were German (25,000 tons), 7 British 
(13,520 tons), 2 Norwegian (450 tons), 2 French (380 tons), and 
1 Danish (170 tons). 

On an island at the entrance of the harbour of Corinto there 
is 2 good lighthouse 83 feet above the level of the sea, and the 
light can be seen from about 12 to 15 miles; there is also one 
buoy in the harbour. Ships pay 10 cents silver (about 2d.) per 
register ton in ballast, and 20 cents silver (about 4d.) if they 
bring cargo. Pilotage is $1'50 silver (about 2s. 6d.) per foot 
both ways, either in or out. Sand ballast is $3 silver (about 
5s.) per ton. 

Costa Rica.—A report in the ‘‘ Manufacturer,” of 5th Novem- 
ber last, states that from the most depressed and forlorn of 
Spanish colonies, Costa Rica has become the most civilised, 
peaceful, and trustworthy of Central American Republics. It 
lives within its income; its population is nearly all of European 
descent; its money is on a gold basis; its rates of exchange are 
comparatively low and are improving; its trade is in a healthful 
condition. All these things cannot be caid of any other Latin- 
American country except Chile. 

A serious obstacle to international trade with Latin- 
America is the disorder of the currency in the various States. 
In a United States Government report of 1898 on the “ values 
of foreign coins and currencies,” two tables are given; one for 
‘countries with fixed currencies” and the other for ‘‘ countries 
with fluctuating currencies.” All the sovereignties south of 
the Rio Grande are in the last table except Argentina, Chile, 
and Costa Rica, which alone of the sixteen Republics have a 
fixed gold basis of currency. The results of this reformation of 
currency have been very great to Costa Rica. Four years ago 
her merchants and bankers had to pay $8 for each $0 payable 
in London, or 60 per cent. In 1896 the Republic entered upon 
a new scheme of coinage and finance, avowedly to retire her 
excess of paper money and to bring all her forms of currency to 
a parity in gold. The law was passed in October, and in less 
than a year exchange had sunk to 110 per cent. on London and 
115 on New York. The new standard of coin is the “colon de 
oro; ” 2°091 colones = 4s. sterling. 

Of course, the colon, as a unit, is minted in silver, but its 
multiples by two, five, ten, and twenty are in gold. Still 
further, the Government has advanced far towards substituting 
gold certificates representing the precious metal in the treasury 
for its old emission of demand notes; it has curtailed the power 
of the banks to issue notes; it requires them to redeem its 
notes in gold on demand. The amount of current money avail- 
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able for circulation now amounts to about $20 a head, which is 
a liberal sum for the trade transactions of the country. 

Costa Rica has one feature that has greatly influenced its 
development. A natural highway divides the country ‘into two 
nearly equal sections. Stretching across the wide lowlands 
of the Atlantic coast, it ascends to the capital of San 
José, 4,000 feet above sea level, finally terminating 
at the Gulf of Nicoya. South of this line, bold, pre- 
cipitous mountains form a rampart which has always been 
an effectual barrier to migration from the north. Hence the 
southern half of the Republic remains a rugged wilderness, 
and it but little explored. In the south-east the uncivilised 
Talamanca Indians live in a state of feud one with another. 
They experience but little control from the Government, but 
enjoy some trade “with adventurers from Jamaica.’ At the 
southernmost corner of the country the Gulfo Dulce penetrates 
from the Pacific about fifty miles into the interior. It makes a 
vast bay with a direction nearly parallel with the ocean, en- 
circled with forests and hills, through which a few rapid rivu- 
lets find their way. 

A great part of the population is distributed along the natural 
highway just described. Indeed, the most of it dwells on the 
tablelands stretching from Cartago, westward to Alajuela, and 
having the ridges of Aguacate, where gold mines are 
worked, and Candelario between it and the Pacific. Along this 
highway ihe railroad climbs from Port Limon, the only harbour 
of importance on the Atlantic coast, to the capital and to 
Alajuela. From this point a good waggon read climbs down 
the cordillera to Esparza, where it connects with a railroad four- 
teen miles long to Puntarenas in the Gulf of Nicoya, the 
only seaport of moment on the Pacific side. This is the Inter- 
oceanic line, the construction of which fired the ambition of the 
Government in 1871 and plunged the country into debt. Four 
miles inland from Puntarenas on the cordillera is another 
gold mine still productive. 

Only a small part of the Republic is under cultivation, pro- 
bably not a tenth. The people are concentrated in a single zone 
or belt, and until recently have been poor. This ancestral 
penury hindered the introduction of slavery, so that there are 
but few African labourers in the land. Again, the virtual 
extirpation of the natives has prevented the introduc- 
tion of that system of peonage (bondage for debt), 
common in nearly all Latin-America, which, under pre- 
tence of protecting creditors, reduces poor debtors to a 
hopeless serfdom. Cost Rica, therefore, has suffered from an 
inadequate supply of labour. On the other hand, what will 
probably more than make amends, her industrial situation is 
favourable to the reception of free colonists. European coloni- 
sation is sedulously fostered by the Government, which grants 
lands on long and easy terms, and, to those who are unable to 
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pay, titles to small plantations freely. This, with subsidies for 
the cultivation of certain staple crops and most favourable laws 
for securing titles and loans, has led to numerous settlements 
of Germans, Italians, French and English, varying in numbers 
from 200 to 1,500 inhabitants. 

There is one shop or factory engaged in manufactures for 
every forty of the wage-earning class, but, as may be inferred 
from this fact, the predominant industry is agriculture. Of the 
mechanical establishments, 1,097 produce sugar, which shows a 
wide distribution among small operators of this industry, nearly 
every plantation grinding its own cane and granulating its own 
sugar. There are 256 mills for preparing coffee for the market, 
and this is the product which constitutes the chief article of 
export. It comprised nine-tenths of all the merchandise sent 
out of the country in the first half of 1897. The other principal 
mechanical industries embrace 228 places engaged in working 
lumber, 171 in leather, 145 in producing brick and lime, 89 in 
making clothing, and 79 in working iren. Most of these are 
small proprietary establishments. There are in San José textile 
industries in cotton and silk, which turn out the shawls, scarfs, 
rebozos, and coarse muslins used by the people. 

The largest export business is done at Puntarenas, where 
the steamers of the Pacific Mail Line call regularly, and coast- 
ing traders come from Panama, as well as some German 
steamers for coffee. Hardly behind this. port are the exports 
of Port Limon, where steamers touch from New York, and 
fruit carriers from New Orleans. Most of the European trade 
is transacted at Port Limon. 

Attention has been paid recently to the improvement of in- 
land roads, and of these the more notable is the one from Alajuela 
to Esparza, which forms a link in the inter-oceanic line; an- 
other from Puntarenas north by the way of Guanacaste to 
Lake Nicaragua; still another from the capital down the Sara- 
piqui Valley to San Juan; and a fourth southward to Terraba. 
There are about 150 miles of railroad completed, and 650 miles 
of telegraph. 

With regard to the foreign trade of Costa Rica, the latest 
figures obtainable are those furnished by Mr. Niederlein, chief 
of the Scientific Department of the Philadelphia Commercial 
Museum, in a report to that institution. The following table, 
compiled from the above report, shows the value of the imports 
into and exports ‘from Costa Rica for the years 1894, 1895, 
1896, and the first six months of 1897 :— 


FOREIGN TRADE OF CosTA RICA. 


1894 1895 1896 
(First 6 months only) 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Imports ... 853,000 802,000 989,000 469,000 
Exports ... .| 1,053,000 1,234,000 1,166,000 1,084,009 
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The staple article of export is coffee, of which the United 
Kingdom takes by far the largest share, the exports from Costa 
Rico thereto in 1896 having amounted to 110,477 bags (of 
132 Ibs. each), out of a total of 197,531 bags. - The articles 
next in importance are bananas, of which large amounts go to 
the United States, and woods ofall kinds such as mahogany, 
rosewood, 

With regard to the shipping at the two principal ports, viz., 
Puntarenas on the Pacifte and Port Limon on the Atlantic 
coast, the following table shows the number and tonnage of 
vessels entered and cleared at each of those ports in the year 
1896, distinguishing British, German, and American vessels :— 


Entered at Puntarenas. Entered at Port Limon. 

Nationality. 
No. . Tons. No. Tins. 

| 
British ... re in: 39 24,994 139 | 181.186 
German Sd = 20 | 21.690 25 35,351 
American eee oo: 67 94,712 40 2,213 
Other ... bw ee. 31 11,597 145* 99,382 
Total ... wut 157 152,993 319 | 318,132 

| 


The zroposed Nicaragua Canal. 


The construction of the Nicaragua Inter-Oceanic Canal is of 
the greatest importance not only to the commerce of the Re- 
public itself, but also to that of the whole world. 

The following table, taken from the report of the Phila- 
delphia Museum on the subject, is interesting as showing some 
of the technical details of measurement, &c :— 


Total distance from ocean to ocean miles 169°4 
Cénal, in excavation abe 26°8 
Free navigation in lake, river and basins aon ade ” 142°6 
Elevation of summit-level of canal above sea-level... feet 110 
Length of summit-levei... miles 153 2 
Greatest lift of lock... ee ise wee feet 45 
Dimensions of locks » 650 x &0 
Least width at bottom bis 100 
Time—transit from ocean to ocean ... hours 28 


Cost of canal, American estimate, £13,200,000 to £17,600,000.. 


The report referred to above goes on to say that the San Juan 
River has a number of mouths, the largest being the Colorado, 
Taura, and the San Juan, the latter flowing into the proposed 


* Of which 85 Norwegian, of an agg-egate tonnage of 61,347 tons. 
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harbour of the canal. The whole deltaic country consists of flat, 
alluvial lands, in which there are numerous lagoons and 
swamps. These lands are covered with high grasses, bushes, and 
trees enveloped by climbing vines. They extend for about 9} 
miles along the course laid out for the new canal. The canal is 
to be excavated through these low lands by machinery, and 
then to pass between low hills and through wooded valleys by 
means of a number of locks in close succession, the first one 
having a lift of 21 feet, the second, 1} mile further on, a lift 
of 30 feet, and a third, 2} miles beyond, a lift of 45 feet. Here, 
at an elevation of 106 feet above the sea, the summit level 
begins. A cut of about 3 miles in length and 141 feet deep 
must be made to connect the water of the canal with the waters 
of the San Juan River at Ochoa, a little below the mouth of 
the San Carlos River on the other side. 

The San Juan River is the most peculiar tropical river on 
earth, ag Ng from floods, such as, for example, occur in 
the upper Parana River in very similar ineecaniann where 
they rise to 39 metres above the average level of the year, pro- 
ducing a tremendous current and carrying down the stream an 
immense number of trees dangerous to any boat, and often 
making the regular ports inaccessible. 

This peculiarity of the San Juan River, which it has in 
common with the rivers connecting the North American lakes, 
is of great advantage in the construction if this canal. At 
Ochoa a dam will be erected to deepen the water over the 
rapids, and especially to keep the upper waters of the San 
Juan River permanently at a level of 106 feet above the sea. 
These impounded waters form a continuation of the canal until 
the Great Lake is reached, the surface of which is 110 feet 
above the sea level. With the exception of about 28 miles above 
the Toro Rapids, where rock blasting and dredging to an 
average depth of 4} feet will be required in several localities, 
the navigation channel will be 1,000 feet wide and from 28 to 
130 feet deep. ; 

In the Great Lake of Nicaragua a channel 30 feet in depth 
will be secured by dredging through a soft mud bottom to an 
average depth of 10 feet for about 14 miles from the shore. 
This channel will have a width of 150 feet. From this point 
the course of navigation is across the lake to the mouth of the 
Rio Lajas. Thence the canal must pass for a distance of about 
9 miles to the valley of the Rio Grande and the Tola basin, 
penetrating on its way a slight ridge that reaches a level of 43 
feet above the lake. This work will require considerable earth 
and rock excavation. About 5} miles further on, near La Flor, 
are to be located locks Nos. 4 and 5, and a large dam to hold 
the waters of the Tola basin. The first of these locks terminates 
the summit level of the canal. The locks are to be close to- 
gether, and to have a lift of 42} feet each. About 1} mile 
beyond is lock No. 6, the last of the western series, and designed 
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to lower the waters of the canal to the level of the Pacific by 
means of a lift of from 21 to 29 feet according to the state of 
the tides. 

From lock No. 6 to Brito, the western terminus, there will 
be 1} mile of alluvial excavation. A port will have to be 
built at Brito, and very considerable sums are required for its 
construction. The hee ae on the Atlantic side, at San Juan 
del Norte, is obstructed by drifting sand, and large sums will 
be needed for its restoration and maintenance. Enormous 
amounts of money will also be required to build the dam at 
Ochoa and the embankments in the river valley necessary to 
retain the navigable waters at the required height. 

This inter-oceanic line may be the best attainable under 
existing circumstances, but there is an excellent port in the 
Bay of Salinas on the Pacific coast, which could be reached by 


bringing the canal thence to the Sapoa River. The isthmus 


there is about 7} miles narrower than by the Lajas River 
route, although the summit to be surmounted is 80 feet higher. 


’ The harbour of Salinas is unexcelled, having an area of from 


6 to 8 square miles, and being nearly circular; it is also with- 
out entering rivers and without sediment or drifting sands, is 
from 35 to 80 feet deep, is well protected from the south-west 
winds, and has shores which would permit direct landing. It 
is surrounded by a beautiful as well as healthful country. 

This line has been proposed by a very competent and dis- 
tinguished French engineer, M. Belly, who once owned a con- 
cession for this canal, and devoted many years to the investiga- 
tion of its problems. Even before him, an eminent Swedish 
engineer, Mr. M. Oerstedt, recommended this same line from 


. the Sapoa River to the Bay of Salinas. 
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IV.—COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE IN 
TURKEY. 


Ever since the dissolution of the Levant Company in 1825 
the import trade of British goods into Turkey has been slowly 
undergoing a transformation, until at the present moment it has 
passed almost entirely into the hands of foreigners. At the 
outset British meréhants in Turkey were practically the sole 
importers of British goods, and many of them were members of, 
or in direct relation with, firms in England. 

The British Vice-Consul at Constantinople, in a recent report, 
states that in process of time Armenians and Greeks, previously 
perhaps in the employ of British merchants, obtained the agency 
of British firms and entered into competition with their former 
employers. They then conceived the idea of establishing them- 
selves in England, or of replacing their correspondents there by 
agents of their own nationality, and now many of the 
native houses are representatives of, or are represented by 
Armenian or Greek houses in the United Kingdom, while 
British importers have almost entirely disappeared. The result 
has been most injurious to British trade. The cut-throat com- 
petition of small native importers gradually resulted in the 
deterioration of the quality of the goods, everything being 
sacrificed to cheapness, and this enabled foreign manufacturers 
to gain a footing from which it has been impossible to dislodge 
them. It is impossible to over-estimate the extent of the 
damage done in this way to the prestige of British manufac- 
turers. Moreover, as a further indirect consequence springing 
from the same cause, the British community of Constantinople 
has steadily dwindled, until in that important city, where in 
spite of all adverse influences British imports still equal or 
nearly equal in value those of all other nations put, together, 
the British colony is smaller and less prosperous than either 
the Austrian, French, German, or Italian colonies. This natur- 
ally reacts unfavourably on British trade. 

Another evil resulting from the absorption by natives of the 
import trade of British goods. and the disappearance of British 
importers has been the absolute destruction of confidence in the 
market on the part of manufacturers and merchants in the 
United Kingdom, and a consequent disinclination to do business 
with Turkey. This is especially the case with Constantinople, 
where there have been many cases of English houses finding 
themselves heavily involved owing to the bankruptcy of their 
correspondents. 

It would be most beneficial both to the British commercial 
community on the spot and to British trade if merchants and 
manufacturers would give the preference to British subjects 
already established in Turkey, and would encourage others to 
establish themselves for the purpose of taking up the agency of 
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British firms. Endless complications arise from the employment 
of foreigners, especially Ottoman subjects. If British subjects 
be employed, difficulties are less likely to arise, and should any 
occur the parties can have recourse in the last resort to a British 
tribunal for the adjustment of their differences. . 

At present it is a common practice for British firms to enter 
into commercial relations without any knowledge of the stand- 
ing of their correspondents, and then to appeal to the Consul to 
assist them in the recovery of their money, or to extricate them 
from whatever difficulty may have arisen. This system invari- 
ably gives most unsatisfactory results, and is in every way to 
be deprecated. 

As a rule the only course open to a consular officer in Turkey 
in such cases is to endeavour to bring about some sort of settle- 


ment which will generally involve a pecuniary sacrifice on the 


part of the British house. It is quite out of the question to have 
recourse to legal proceedings, as the sum expended would in 
most cases largely exceed the amount lost by an informal ad- 
justment of the claim. At the same time such losses, con- 
tinually recurrring, have a natural tendency to discourage 
trade. 

If a revival of British commercial supremacy in the Levant is 
to be brought about, one point to which special attention must 
be directed is the representation of British houses, and the 
encouragement by merchants and manufacturers in the United 
Kingdom of British subjects trading in Turkey. 

It is idle to expect British trade to flourish or even to retain 
the position it now holds when the British colony is in a decay- 
ing condition, and the trade itself has passed into the hands of 
natives whose methods have made the very name “ Levantine ” 
to be a by-word., It would be most beneficial if these men 
could be replaced by enterprising young Englishmen. There 
are not wanting men already in Turkey whose services could be 
utilised, and many more would establish themselves in the place 
if they were encouraged by the support of British exporters. 
This infusion of new life must help to bring about a revival of 
British trade. No amount of Government intervention or 
official protection of any sort can replace activity and integrity 
on the part of local agents and merchants, and these have it in 
their power, to a considerable extent, to counteract by the 
exercise of these qualities any adverse influence which may 
from time to time operate against British trade in consequence 
of political exigencies. 

The British import trade in Turkey should be in British 
hands, at any rate to a greater extent than it is at present, and 
the fact that it is not so cannot be attributed to the political 
situation. The importers of British goods, especially textiles, 
are many of them—probably the majority of them—Armenians, 
ond they at least do not enjoy political advantages in Turkey 
which are not shared by British subjects. 
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These remarks apply, of course, to trade pure and simple, and 
not to any matters directly affected by political leanings one 
way or the other, such as the granting of concessions, or the 

lacing of orders for the supply of war material. 

It is probably in the iron trade more than in any other that 
foreign competition has produced the most damaging results. 
A small quantity of vial plates of a superior quality is still 
imported from England, but the greater part of iron in bars 
and in bundles, as also sheet iron, is imported from Belgium, 
whilst iron manufactured goods come chiefly from Germany. 

Of late, American goods have found their way into the 
market in increasing quantities. 

In one line in particular in which the Germans had not suc- 
ceeded—-viz., iron tubing, America is exporting a cheap article 
of excellent quality. This article was hitherto chiefly imported 
from Glasgow. 

In the opinion of those engaged in the trade, a good deal of 
the success of foreign manufacturers may be traced to the exact- 
ing demands of the British manufacturer, who has been led by 
past successes to expect from 20 to 25 per cent. profit on his 
money, and keeps up his prices accordingly, in spite of. all 
warnings. 

An instance of this occurred quite recently, and may be given 
in anticipation of the disclaimer which the foregoing remarks 
may possibly call forth. A small trade had grown up in “dished 
sheets,” which, though comparatively insignificant, was re- 
munerative. The goods were manufactured and exported to 
Turkey by a firm in the Midlands. They are chiefly used for 
baking purposes, and there is a large consumption of them in 

‘the interior of Asia Minor. The demand attracted the attention 
of a Belgian firm, who copied the British article, and pro- 
ceeded to sell at a lower rate. The merchant in Constantinople 
duly informed the British manufacturer, and suggested a sacri- 
fice of a portion of the profit, temporarily, at any rate, in order 
to keep out the foreign competitor. Although a price was 
offered for the British article in excess of that asked by the 
Belgian house, the British manufacturer remained obdurate. 

The Belgian firm was willing to sell c.i.f. Constantinople at a 
price which was 5s. less per bundle of 1 ewt. than the English 
quotation f.0.b. Liverpool, the English manufacturer refusing to 
grant a reduction even for an order of several thousand bundles. 
He began by expressing a doubt as to the statement of his 
Constantinople correspondent, and questioned the possibility of 
the article being manufactured in Belgium at the price named. 
He finally requested that a sample might be sent to him, and in 
the course of a correspondence extending over many weeks he 
expressed himself satisfied as to the facts of the case, but re- 
gretted his inability to face his Belgian competitor. Meanwhile 
orders were passing to the Belgian firm, which has completely 
driven the Englishman out of the field. 
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This is only one instance among many of a similar kind, and 
may be taken as illustrating the way in which the iron trade is 
passing out of British hands. 

The considerations which affect the trade in textiles do not 
operate in the same way in the iron trade. In the first place, the 
manufacturer is usually in direct communication with his agent, 
and as the trade is one requiring capital, the latter is commonly 
a man of means, and himself a merchant. 

His opinion, therefore, is likely to carry more weight than 
that of a small agent dealing on credit with an exporting house. 
The only remedy lies in the hands of manufacturers, and it is 
stated that they are slow to realise the necessity of underselling 
their foreign rivals, and will not accept the suggestions of their 
correspondents. 

Within the last 15 years the iron trade of Great Britain with 
Turkey has gone down almost to vanishing point, and it would 
probably be worth while for those interested to send out an 
expert to study the question on the spot and devise means for 
reviving it. ‘ 

If the statements of traders are correct, there should be a 
considerable margin for reduction in prices to meet foreign com- 
petition. 

The market for agricultural machinery is quite undeveloped. 
As in all semi-civilised countries, the natives have the strongest 
prejudice against the introduction of machinery, and even such 
farmers as would like to make use of it find the opposition of 
their own farm hands an insurmountable obstacle. Still, this 
feeling has been met and overcome in other countries, and if a 
serious attempt were made to demonstrate to the natives the 
advantages to be derived from the use of machinery their objec- 
tion would very quickly disappear. 

In the south-eastern portion of Asia Minor the thrashing 
machine was introduced under the auspices of an enterprising 
Vali, and there are now from 30 to 40 in use in the country. 
The Constantinople district is very backward in this respect, in 
spite of the proximity of the capital. It has been suggested 
that a firm of manufacturers should make arrangements with 
some farm owner in the neighbourhood for the creation of a 
sort of model farm where intending buyers could see agricul- 
tural machinery in actual use. Unfortunately the cost of many 
of the machines puts them quite out of the reach of small 
farmers, but the sale of the smaller implements is a long way 
from the limit to which it could be pushed by determined 
advertising. 

America is a formidable competitor in this branch. An 
American reaper which has been introduced into Turkey 
has found great favour. Nothing, however, has yet supplanted 
the English thrashing machine. ; 

‘The opening up of the interior of Turkey by the construction 
ft railways has led to a large increase in the amount of land 
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under cultivation, and the present is therefore a favourable time 
for pushing the sale of agricultural machinery. 

A considerable trade in iron bedsteads continues to be done 
in England, and foreign competition seems so far to have been 
successfully withstood so far as this article is concerned. Sepa- 
rate figures are not, however, procurable. 

Unfortunately the same cannot be said with regard to hard- 
ware in general, or cutlery. Germany, and more recently 
America, have almost ousted British goods from the market. 

At the outset this was the case with the cheaper articles, but 
gradually the quality of the foreign articles is improving. It is 
not found, however, that British manufacturers are able to 
recover the ground they have lost. 

In the cutlery trade there is great complaint of the falsifica- 
tion of trade marks, and in this trade, as in many others, British 
goods are found to be expensive, and the scarcity of money 
leads purchasers to buy cheaper articles, even though they may 
be of inferior quality. 

A recent increase in British imports into Turkey is almost 
entirely accounted for by the increase in the importation of 
cottons ; and Italy is now coming forward to contest this ground 
with British manufacturers. It may well be that the same in- 
difference and contempt of foreign competition may enable the 
Italians to oust British cotton in the same way that iron has 
been driven out by others. 

It is quite certain that trade can only be maintained by the 
efforts of traders themselves both at home and abroad, and in 
process of time there is no doubt that manufacturers will have 
to make up their minds to deal directly with agents abroad, and 
thus eliminate the intermediate profit of the merchant, as is 
done in Germany. 

The object of the present report is to demonstrate that the 
ground gained in Turkey by foreign competitors has been con- 
quered in open fight by the efforts of the mercantile community, 
quite apart from any Government assistance or political advan- 
tages which may have assisted them in certain cases. The new 
departure of Italian cotton manufacturers is an instance in 
point, and a careful study of the question reveals many others. 

For many years past the British mercantile community have 
shown no desire to open up new business or risk capital in 
Turkey. Their reluctance may have been to some extent justi- 
fied, but they cannot complain of its natural consequences, or 
look to Government assistance to repel foreign competition. 

With prudence and enterprise combined there is a field for a 
large development of commercial activity in Turkey, but an 
ascendancy can only be maintained by the same means by which 
it was acquired in the past, viz., by the enterprise and activity 
of our merchants. 


> 
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V.--TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF NORTH-WEST PERSIA. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 15th November 
last, H.M. Consul-General at Tabreez, writing of the trade of 
North-West Persia, and especially of the districts of Urumiah 
and Salmas, states that a Custom House, properly speaking, 
does not exist in Urmi, but it is replaced by three “ rahdarie ” 
stations (octroi posts) placed at a few miles’ distance from the 
town. One of these stands on the point where the roads from 
Tabreez to Salmas and Urmi diverge, the second is on the 
Kurdistan and Soujboulak road, and the third between Urmi 
and the border. 

There is likewise no fixed tariff on the various articles im- 
ported, but loads alone pay a duty which is put down at 3 krans 
15 shahies a camel-load, of which probably one-third goes to the 
representatives of the Tabreez Customs, 1 kran and 10 shahies 
a horse and mule charge, and 15 shahies per donkey-load. 

It is stated that upon the importation of tobacco from the 
border, owing to there being no tariff, and loads alone paying, 
the importers make a profit of about 2 per cent., to the detri- 
ment of the Tabreez n aerad House, where this article, on its 
introduction by middlemen, pays 5 per cent. duty. 

Tutun, or pipe-tobacco, cultivation in Urumiah and Salmas 
has, seunhineler: sprung into a vigorous existence, and from all 
reports an industry has now begun which is likely to supersede 
grain-growing, as the profits from the cultivation of the latter, 
although prime necessaries, are about half those accruing from 
the former. 

Fuel, charcoal, and fruit are only subject to octroi dues 
amounting to 6 or 7 shahiés per load. 

A considerable quantity of dried fruit is annually exported to 
Russia from Persia, but in 1898 the quantity has decreased 
owing to a bad season. 

Raisins are the principal article of exportation from Urmi to 
foreign ports, whilst but small quantities of rice, syrup (grape 
juice), native peas and tobacco are sent to Tabreez and the sur- 
rounding districts. 

The Customs, or rather octroi, dues of Urumiah are farmed 
at 14,500 tomans, but from all reports the farmer will lose some 
2,000 tomans on his speculation in 1898, owing to the lessened 
exportation of raisins and dried fruit following a bad season. 

The Consul further states that there is a considerable demand 
for British calicoes, cloth, velvet, hardware, and Sheffield cutlery, 
for these articles are found by the natives to be much superior 
to the kinds imported from Russia and Germany. There would, 
therefore, seem to be a good opening for an enterprising firm 
which would establish a general store for the sale of these manu- 
factures, as well as of first-class drugs. 

The only difficulty to be at first encountered would be that of 
language, but this could be easily remedied by the employment 
of trustworthy native Christians who have been educated at the 
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various missions, and have an exceedingly fair knowledge of 
English. Small profits, constant supply, and, therefore, quick 
turn-over, would have to be the rule of any firm undertaking 
the above business. . 

Three-quarters of the prints sold in the district are furnished 
by Manchester, coming partly by Mosul in Turkey, and partly. 
by Trebizond v4 Khoi, but owing to the present intermittent 
manner in which these goods are imported, Russian prints, 
although of inferior quality, and much less appreciated, are 
superseding them. It is true that the duration and cost of 
transport are important considerations, but a regular importa- 
tion and a quick sale would tend to lessen these difficulties. 

The production and exportation in late years of Turkey red 
prints in Russia is a by a bounty of 15 per cent. It 
has, therefore, ousted the English importation of this article. 


Glassware, petroleum, and sugar are also solely imported from 
Russia. 


Note.—20 shahis = 1 kran. 
10 krans = 1 toman. 
1 toman = 9s, 33d. 
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VI—THE BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN 
EGYPT. 


A British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, with its head- 
quarters at Alexandria and special correspondents in Cairo and 
other Egyptian towns, was established on March 4th, 1896. 
French, Austrian, and Italian Chambers had been in existence 
for some time, and it was felt that the establishment of a 
similar body, having as its object the encouragement and pro- 
tection of British trade with Egypt, was urgently required. 
The functions of the chamber, as stated in the Articles of 
Association, are, broadly speaking, to collect and impart in- 
formation useful to British manufacturers, to watch over and 
protect British commercial interests, and to push British trade 
with Egypt. 

The British Acting Consul-General at Alexandria, in a report 
to the Foreign Office, writes as follows :— 

“T can confidently state that the result of the establishment 
of a British Chamber of Commerce has so far been most satis- 
factory, and has amply justified the predictions of those who 
were chiefly instrumental in bringing it into existence. Besides 
replying to enquiries of every nature addressed to it by manu- 
facturers in the United Kingdom, and rendering the latter 
every assistance which they require, it has also been active in 
suggesting to the proper authorities in Egypt go pre 
calculated to benefit both importers and exporters of all nation- 
alities. The British Chamber also despatched to the London 
Chamber of Commerce in 1897 samples of hardware sold in 
Egypt, and could do much more in this direction if it were 
more amply provided with funds. An interesting report, con- 
taining a variety of information useful to home manufacturers, 
is published annually. It is proposed that when the financial 
position of the Chamber improves these reports shall be issued 
monthly. 

“I would now draw the attention of British manufacturers to 
the following facts. The French Chamber of Commerce now 
has 870 members, of whom more than 750 are foreign members, 
that is, subscribers in France. The British Chamber of Com- 
merce numbers 140 members, of whom 45 are foreign members, 
that is, manufacturers or merchants residing in the United 
Kingdom. The rate at which the number of manufacturers in 
France who subscribe to the French Chamber at Alexandria is 
increasing is quite remarkable. 

“In addition to this, the French Government, recognising the 
valuable services rendered by the Chamber, grants it an annual 
subvention of 4,000 fr., which alone exceeds the total revenue 
of the British Chamber. It will be seen from this that the 
British Chamber, in spite of its zeal and energy, labours under 
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a great disadvantage, compared to the French Chamber, in 
respect of its finances. 

“Now it is almost exclusively for the benefit of British 
manufacturers and the extension of British trade with Egypt 
that the Chamber of Commerce exists, the interests of British 
export firms here being already to a great extent protected by 
other institutions. But the number of British import firms 
here is extremely limited, and the British Chamber of Com- 
merce is therefore chiefly supported by exporters who, except 
from patriotic motives, cannot be said to have any interest in 
the British import trade. It seems to me that home firms 
desirous of pushing their trade with Egypt would do well to 
follow the example of French manufacturers, and support the 
British Chamber of Commerce in Alexandria. 

“The annual subscription (payable at the beginning of the 
year) is 1/., which entitles a member to all assistance that he 
requires, and to the reports, &c., published by the Chamber. 

“T venture to think that the establishment and encourage- 
ment of British Chambers of Commerce in important trade 
centres abroad having special correspondents in the smaller 
neighbouring towns, would tend greatly to the extension of 
British trade. It cannot for a moment be supposed that British 
consular officers, although they are always anxious to promote 
British trade in every possible way, and are able to render valu- 
able assistance to home manufacturers, can be as well acquainted 
with the requirements of the market in every branch of trade as 
a body of merchants whose vocations bring them into constant 
touch with buyers. This more particularly applies to eastern 
countries where exterritoriality prevails, and where British 
Consuls, in addition to the performance of the multifarious 
duties common to all consular posts, are required to exercise 
onerous judicial and quasi-administrative functions. 

“T have noticed an increase in the number of price lists, &c., 
circulated by British manufacturers, but only very few of these 
give metrical weights and measures, or prices in francs and 
centimes, as they ought to do. 

“It is of great importance that British houses should from 
time to time send out properly qualified representatives, speak- 
ing French or Italian, in order to ascertain the needs of the 
market, or any change in the popular taste, and to observe the 


methods of their foreign rivals.” (Foreign Office, Annual 


Scries, 2,197.) ' 
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VIL—THE TRADE OF BRITISH SOMALILAND. 
The ports of British Somaliland, through which trade is 


carried on with Abyssinia and the interior generally, are 
Berbera, Buihar, and Zaila. The Somali Administration re- 
port, recently received at the India Office, gives the following 
comparative statement of trade (non-duty and duty paid) for 
the past two years :— 


1897-8. | 1896-97. 
Berbera and Bulhar— Rs. Rs. 
Imports ... 27,95,750 23,55,172 
Total... 52,43,515 44,97,832 
Zaila— 
35,12,867 
Total... 52,34,344 81,78,177 
Grand total— 
Exports ... oss 52,55,409 68,07,970 
1,26,76,009 


These figures show a decrease in the total trade of Berbera, 
Bulhar, and Zaila, as compared with the previous year, of 17°34 
per cent. In imports the falling-off is 11°00 per cent., whilst 
in exports the decrease is more than double, amounting to 22°80 

er cent. 

In duty-paid trade there is an increase of 2°49 per cent. in 
imports, a decrease of 27°07 per cent. in exports, with a decrease 
of 14'96 on imports and exports taken together. - 

Berbera and Bulhar.—There is an increase of 16°58 per cent. 
on the total trade of Berbera and Bulhar, as compared with the 
figures of the previous year, imports showing an increase of 
18'70 per cent., exports an increase of 14°24 per cent. 

In duty-paid trade the same satisfactory result appears, 
imports showing an increase of 14°25 per cent., exports an in- 
crease of 14°28 per cent., and the two taken together an in- 
crease of 14°26 per cent., excluding gold, which, having been 
made duty-free last year, does not come under the trade com- 
putation. 

There is an increase of Rs. 16,582 in the imports of European 
white long cloth, of Rs. 38,756 in American grey shirtings, of 
Rs. 74,867 in rice, and of Rs. 2,11,338 in dates; slight increases 
are also observed under other country piece-goods, flour, sugar, 
and miscellaneous. 

The following articles show a decrease :—Country piece-goods 
in pairs, Rs. 24,082; jowari, Rs. 19,775. 
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The increase in European white long cloth is owing to its 
increased popularity amongst the Somalis, owing to its white- 
ness and durability. The increase in American grey shirting 
is due to a larger demand in Harrar. ‘The increase in dates is 
due to an increased demand, and to more buggalows calling 
at Berbera from the Persian Gulf. 

The decrease in country piece-goods in pairs may be put down 
to less demand owing to the loss the people suffered in cattle 
owing to drought; that in jowari to the plague in India and to 
increased demand in Arabia. 

With regard to the exports, the following articles show an 
increase :—Safiron, Rs. 10,813; gum and resin, Rs. 94,097; 
skins, Rs. 1,92,480; fibre, Rs. 3,990; miscellaneous, Rs. 5,636. 

A decrease is recorded in coffee, clean, Rs. 31,691; ghee, 
Rs. 17,476; ostrich feathers, Rs. 26,892; hides, Rs. 3,660. 

The increase in the exports of saffron is attributed to a good 
crop in Abyssinia, and to increased demand from the Persian 
Gulf. The increase in gum and resin is due to increased 


demand and greater collections owing to the dry season. The. 


large increase in skins is undoubtedly due to the heavy mor- 
tality amongst the sheep and goats by the drought in the latter 
half of the year. 

The decrease in coffee, clean, is due partly to the fall in the 
dollar and in the diversion of the Harrar trade to Zaila. The 
decrease in ostrich feathers is owing to the decline in the trade 
in superior feathers. 

Zaila.—The total trade of Zaila has decreased, as compared 
with the previous year, by 35°67 per cent., imports showing a 
decrease of 30°92 per cent and exports a falling-off of 39°07 
rer cent. 

In duty-paid trade there appears much the same loss. Im- 
ports show a decrease of 10°22 per cent. ; exports have fallen off 
by 42°62 per cent., and the whole duty-paid trade is 31°86 per 
cent. less than the previous year. 

Non-duty-paid, as opposed to duty-paid trade, consists of 
trade in treasure and live-stock, on the import and export of 
which no duty is levied, and in the case of Zaila, of gold, ivory, 
and civet brought from Abyssinia. 

The increase in imports of earthen and glass ware and rice is 
due to increased demand in Harrar, that of dates to the same 
reasons as given under Berbera and Bulhar. 

There is a heavy fall in country grey shirtings, both at 
Zaila and Berbera; this commodity is being driven out of the 
market. This may be partly owing to the plague in Bombay, 
but the probable cause will be found in the indifference of the 
manufacturers to ascertain the requirements of the people. 

The increase in the export of skins is due to the mortality 
amongst the sheep and goats from the drought, and the ex- 
port of ivory has increased because it is passed duty-free. 

The exceptionally heavy fall in coffee is owing to an ex- 
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ceptionally good crop in the previous year, to a fall in the 
price and to continued depression in the value of Maria 
Theresa dollars. Since the close of the year a sharp revival 
of the coffee trade has set in. 

The following table shows the total value of the trade of the 
Protectorate for the last three years : — 


—— 1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 

Rx. Rx. Rx. 
Berbera and Bulhar ... 465,500 449,700 524,351 
Zaila 780,800 817,800 523,434 
Total bas me 1,246,300 1,267,500 1,047,785 


In round numbers the total trade—duty and non-duty paid— 
of Berbera and Bulhar has increased by Rx. 74,568, whilst that 
of Zaila has decreased by Rx. 294,383, chiefly owing to depres- 
sion in the trade of coffee, which accounts for a decrease of 
Rx. 207,066; the decrease on the whole trade of the Protec- 
torate being Rx. 219,815. 

The total value of goods passing through the Berbera Zariba 
was Rs. 22,28,772, against Rs. 18,72,217 in the previous year, 
showing an increase of Rs. 3,56,555, chiefly due to the larger 
importation of gum and increased exports of sheep and goats. 

The plague in Bombay affected the trade in imports; the 
price of food-grains remained high throughout the year, and 
from September to March the country was afflicted with a 
drought which carried off a large quantity of live stock. 

The rivalry of Djiboutil has become more acute. The rail- 
way works have been pushed on, and in other ways the settle- 
ment has continued to develop rapidly. The advantages 
afforded by direct communication to Europe by the Messageries 
Maritimes steamers are daily becoming more recognised. Mean- 
while, Zaila has remained in statu quo. How far the trade of 
Zaila has suffered from the competition of Djiboutil in the 
year under report it would be difficult to say, as there are no 
means of obtaining statistics of the trade of the French settle- 
ment; but that its rapid development and the spirit of energy 
which has been infused into all its undertakings have reacted 
injuriously on the interests of British Somaliland there can be 
no question, and with the completion of the railway to Harrar, 
the trade of British ports with Abyssinia will be seriously 
affected. 

It may be noted that ihe Aden returns show an increase of 
Rs. 1,56,186 in the import, and of Rs. 1,72,395 in the export 
trade between Aden and Djiboutil. 


| | 
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VIII.—TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL IN 1898. 


According to statistics which have been published’in the 
“Staats Courant,” concerning the revenue and general trade 
returns of the Transvaal for the third quarter of 1898, the 
State revenue, which amounted for the first three quarters of 
1897 to 3,511,385/., has fallen during the year 1898 to 
2,568,534. 

A correct comparison, however, of the accounts of 1898 with 
those of 1897 is complicated by the alteration introduced in the 
manner of paying in the large State income of about 720,000/. 
from the Netherlands South African Railway Company, now 
appearing quarterly at 180,000/., instead of in a lump sum at 
30th September for the whole year. It may therefore be said 
that the revenue for 1898 for the first three quarters, shows in 
reality a short fall of only about 766,800/. 

During the third quarter of 1898 the State revenue amounted 
to 898,997/., while the State expenditure was 921,252/., leaving 
a deficit of 22,255/., more directly due to an increased expendi- 
= 9 salaries and pay of officials, &c., compared with 1897, of 
21,3261. 

The whole State expenditure returns for the first three 
quarters are, for 1897, 3,215,1991.; and for 1898, 2,462,197/., or 
a decrease in favour of 1898 of 753,002I. 

This retrenchment is chiefly due to there having been 
in 1898 no investment of State income in railway deben- 
tures, nor any advances in the Dynamite Company as hereto- 
fore, while expenditure on armaments has also decreased 
largely. 

bf the trade returns, general imports, which amounted for 
the first three quarters of 1897 to a value of 10,281,957/., fell 
during 1898 to a value of only 7,808,485/., or a short fall of 
2,473,4721., indicative enough of depression, but yet an improve- 
ment in the rate of decrease compared with the first half-year, 
September especially showing an improved short fall of only 
40,0007. 

The value of goods carried to the Transvaal in transit from 
abroad, through the Cape Colony, is given for the first three 
quarters of 1898 as only 2,285,745/., as compared with 
3,185,537/. for the same period in 1897. Transit goods through 
Natal were valued at 1,350,197, as against 1,889,921/. for the 
same period of 1897. Transit goods through Delagoa Bay were 
oi a value of 1,337,326/., as against 2,014,300 in 1897. The 
total shortfall in the value of the transit trade alone from 
abroad through the two colonies and Delagoa Bay thus amounts 
to 2,114,487/. for the first three quarters of 1898. 
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IX.—_THE JAPANESE METAL AND MACHINERY 
TRADE. 


Mr. J. C. Hall, H.M. Consul at Kobe, Japan, in a recent 
report to the Foreign Office, says that, to the English manu- 
facturer, by far the most satisfactory feature in the trade of 
1897 was the improvement in the import of metals, machinery, 
and railway material, and in view of the instructiveness of the 
figures for the home manufacturer, inserts in the report, with- 
out abridgment, the following notes of an expert of hig 
authority at Kobe on the subject :— 

“The machinery imports for 1897 were about 1,200,000/., and 
metals about 890,000/., as against in 1896, machinery, 736,000/., 
and metals, 750,000/., the totals for both in 1897 being 
2,090,000/., as against in 1896 1,486,000/. The machinery im- 
ports in 1897 and 1896 compared were opprenieantaly as 
follows :— 


Value. 


1897. 1896. 


£ 
Spinning and weaving 414,000 260,000 | Practically all British 
machinery 
Electrical, mining, 267,C00 114,000 | British, 56 °/, ; United States 


paper-making, print- of America, 28 °/,; Ger- 
ing, sewing, and other many, 12°/,; France, 2°); 
machine tools and other countries 2 °/, 
Steam vessels ... es 202,000 82,000 | Practically all British. 
Locomotive engines and 106,000 65,000 | United States of America, 
parts thereof - 57 °/,; British, 43 °/, 
Steam boilers, engines, 61,000 60,000 | Great Britain, 80 °/, ; United 
and pumping ma- States of America, 16 °/, ; 
chinery other countries, 4 °/, 
Watches and fittings ... 53,C00 65,000 | Swiss, 78 °/,; United States 


of America, 13 °/,; Ger- 


many, 6 °/,; France,2 °,; 
Great Britain, 1 °/, 

Clocks and parts... 24,000 26,000 | Germany, 51°/,; United States 

of America, 38 °/, ; France, 

8 °/,; other countries, 3 °/, 


Parts of railway car- 18,000 11,000 | British, 80 °/,; United States 
riages and other car- of America, 14 °/,; Ger- 
Tiages many, 6 °/, 

Implements of farmers 11,000 9,000 | British, 75 °/,; United States 
and mechanics of America, 25°, 

All other machinery ... 44 000 44,000 | Comprising chiefly, munitions 


of war, £17,000; scientific 
and musical instruments, 
£12,000; fowling pieces 
and parts, £5,000; opera 
and field glasses, £1,000; 
and sundry other, £9,000. 


Total... 900.000 736,000 


“The above machinery classification is taken from the 
Japanese Finance Department’s Blue Book. 

“ Also while the above figures are approximately correct for 
the port of Kobe, the percentages of the articles imported from 
different countries are calculated on the total figures for the 
goods imported at all the open ports of Japan, figures showing 
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the country of origin for the goods imported at each open port 
not being available. 

“In view of the marked advance of U.S.A. competition during 
1897, the following figures, covering the total locomotive engine 
imports into all the ports of Japan, are attached for purposes of 


comparison :— 


Value. 

1897. 1896. 

United States of America & od 

Other countries 180,600 115,980 
eee eee eee 3,500 16,500 
Total eco ooo eee 423,500 178,200 


“In 1897, British, 43 per cent.; U.S.A., 57 per cent.; other 
countries nominal. In 1896, British, 65 per cent.; U.S.A., 26 
per cent.; other countries, 9 per cent. 

“Out of the increased locomotive imports of 1897 over 1896, 
amounting to 245,300/., the United States took 193,640/., Great 
Britain only 64,660/., while other countries lost 13,000/. 

“Thus out of the increased locomotive exports from Great 
Britain and U.S.A. in 1897, the U.S.A. secured 75 per cent. and 
Great Britain only 25 per cent. 

“The following table shows the increase and decrease in 
metals for 1897 compared with 1896 with approximate accuracy. 
The chief increase being in rails and materials for railways 
accounting to 137,000/., out of a total increase of 140,000/. :— 


Value. 
Articles. 
1897 1896 
£ £ 

. Railway materials ... 104,000 57,000 
Zinc ... oul 72,000 57,000 
Plate and sheet-iron 47,000 57,000 

Galvanised sheets and galvanised and corrugated 
Wire and telegraph wire ... 25,000 22,000 
Tin-plates... ose 15,000 8,000 
Steel ware ... 13,000 21,000 
Mercury 5,000 8,000 
Brass ona ° 4, 8,000 
Copper sie 4,000 4,000 
Nickel 4,000 3,000 

Anchors, chains, cables, anvils, files, and all 
other manufactures... 62,000 78,000 
Total ... sii 890,000 750.000 
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“Tn last year’s report attention was drawn to the fact that 
rails were exported from U.S.A. to Japan for the first time in 
1896. The development in 1897 deserves attention from British 
manufacturers and merchants. The following table gives the 
figures for all Japan :— 


Value. 
Fails frcm— 
1897. | 1896. 
Great Britain 163,000 | 203,000 
United States of America... ne re 123,500 37,500 
Belgium ose ose 29,000 9,009 
Germany .., 17,000 10,000 
332,500 | 259,500 


“Tn 1896 British rails were four-fifths of the total imported. 
In 1897 they were less than half. 73,000/. more rails were im- 
ported in 1897 than in 1896, but the import of British rails fell 
off by 40,000/., while the import of American rails increased by 
86,0007. Belgian and German rails also advanced slightly at 
tlie expense of the British. 

“In 1897 for railway material Great Britain had 61} per 
cent.; U.S.A., 16} per cent.; Belgium, 13 per cent.; and 
Germany, 9} per cent. of the imports. In 1896 Great Britain 
had over 77 per cent. of it all; Germany nearly 12 per cent. ; 
Belgium, 6 per cent. ; and the U.S.A. only 5 per cent. Although 
the railway material is less important than the rails it is never- 
theless noteworthy that in this, as well as the rails, the States 
increased their exports to Japan to over treble the 1896 amount. 

“ Previous to 1897 all the pig-iron came from England, but 
this year about 8 per cent. came from the States. The American 
pig-iron is not liked so much as the English, and what is used is 
mixed with British pig. The American compares favourably 
with the English in price. Of all imported, perhaps 15 per cent. 
is taken by the Government shops, and the balance in privately- 
owned foundries. 

“Of bars, 80 or 85 per cent. is Belgian, and only 15 or 20 per 
cent is British. At the most 10 per cent. of the total is high 
quality, this is all English. Probably 5 to 10 per cent. of 
cheap quality bars now come from England; formerly all the 
cheap bars came from Belgium. About 70 per cent. of these 
bars are iron and the rest mild steel. 

“Of plates and sheets about 75 per cent. is English, and 25 
per cent. is Continental, the greater part of the former being 
mild steel. Crucible steel is practically all English. 

“Of wire nails 62 per cent. comes from the States, 32 per 


cent. from Germany, 4 per cent. from Belgium, and 2 per cent. 
from England. 
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“Of iron pipes and tubes about 76 per cent. is English, 13 
per cent. Belgian, and 11 per cent from the U.S.A. The Ameri- 
can competition is quite recent, and has been pushing the 
English out in the last few months. 

“Wire and telegraph wire, about 20 per cent. English, and 
the rest practically German, though America is now Souinsing 
to compete. 

“Galvanised sheets and galvanised corrugated roofing is all 
British. 

“ Hoops, “weed all English, but the quantity imported 
is very small, 

“Of other manufactured iron and steel, nearly all is English, 
but the States are cutting in and taking something here and 
something there that has hitherto come only from Great Britain. 

“Other metals not specially mentioned here, and their manu- 
factures, such as lead, brass, &c., from England about 55 per 
cent.; Germany, 28 per cent.; U.S.A., 10 per cent.; Belgium 
and France about 2 per cent. each; and only 3 per cent. from 
all other countries.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,189.) 
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X.—COMBINATION IN THE AMERICAN TIN-PLATE 
INDUSTRY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Chicago, enclosing copy of extract from a Chicago 
newspaper, of 3rd December last, on the subject of the recent 
combination in the American tin-plate industry. The article 
states that tin-plate manufacturers, who for weeks have been 
meeting in different cities to form a pool, held another session 
at Pittsburg on 2nd December last, and perfected their organi- 
sation. To avoid the anti-trust law, the “combine” takes the 
form of a corporation. It was named the Consolidated Tin-plate 
Company, and a New Jersey charter will be obtained. The 
total capital stock will be $50,000,000, of which there will 
be $20,000,000 preferred and $30,000,000 common stock. 

The options on plants amount to about $12,000,000, and it is 
desired to have about $6,000,000 for a working capital, so that 
$18,000,000 preferred stock is to be issued at once, each share 
carrying a share of common stock with it. This will leave 
$2,000,000 preferred stock in the treasury. 

Of the $30,000,000 common stock, $2,000,000 will remain in 
the treasury, $18,000,000 will accompany the preferred stock, 
and the other $10,000,000 goes to the promoters as a reward for 
their labours. 

The preferred stock is to have 7 per cent cumulative divid- 
ends, all over this, if any, going to the common stock. To pay 
the dividends on preferred stock will therefore be required 
$1,260,000, and to pay only 6 per cent. on the common stock 
will be required $1,080,000, or a total of $2,940,000. 

The promoters claim, however, that the common stock will 
earn more than the preferred, since the latter is limited to 7 
per cent. Allowing, however, only 6 per cent. for the common 
stock, it would require about 50 cents a box profit on 6,000,000 
boxes a year to earn these dividends. 

Much support of the stock has been accorded in the stock 
market, and it is stated the preferred stock (carrying the 
common stock with it) has been sold in considerable blocks for 
120, the shares being $100 par value. The common stock is 
beginning to be sold separately, and it is stated has brought as 
high as $30 a share. 

With the exception of some four firms, all the firms now pro- 
ducing tin are in the “combine,” which will own over 300 mills. 
These plants now have a yearly capacity of nearly 8,000,000 
100-pound boxes of tin. 

The trust. does not intend to operate all the plants which have 
been taken in. Only such plants as will keep the annual output 
to about the requirements of the market will be kept at work. 
Those which are not so advantageously located will be cut off 
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first, and it was said that three of these have already been 
notified that they will be closed indefinitely. 

The three referred to are the Baltimore Tin-plate Company’s 
four-mill plant, the Irondale Steel and Iron Company’s six- 
mill plant at Middletown, Ind., and Marshall Bros. & Co.’s six- 
mill plant at Philadelphia. 

The following conceras were not taken into the new com- 
pany :— 

Neshannock Sheet and Tin-plate Company, Newcastle, Pa. 
Canonsburg Iron and Steel Company, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Whitaker Iron Company, Wheeling, W. Va. 

St. Louis Stamping Company, St. Louis, Mo. 


These outside plants have a total of twenty-two mills. Be- 
sides these, it is understood that the Lalance and Grosjean 
Manufacturing Company, Harrisburg, Pa.; Cincinnati Rolling 
Mill and Tin-plate Company, Cincinnati; Reeves Iron Company, 
Canal Dover, O.; and the United States Iron and Tinplate 
Manufacturing Company, Demmler, Pa., which have twenty 
mills building, are in doubt. 

The “Iron Age” of 22nd December last, in an article on this 
subject, says that “nothing so formidable as this consolidation 
exists in any other branch of the iron and steel trades. Other 
large aggregations of capital have competing with them enough 
important independent concerns to prevent absolute control of 
prices by one great company. The power held in this respect 
by the American Tin-plate Company is not yet fully appre- 
ciated in the trade. It is understood to some extent by the 
operators on the Chicago stock exchange, who are sending prices 
of the company’s stock up rapidly, on the prospects of large net 

The article referred to concludes thus :—‘“‘ What the policy 
of this great corporation will be remains to be seen. If a con- 
servative policy is adopted, and prices are kept down to a low 
level, near that recently ruling, it is possible that the economies 
which can be instituted, and the better methods of handling 
the trade which can be adopted, may enable a satisfactory profit 
to be realised which will pay dividends and enable the company 
to retain indefinitely the control of the tin-plate business now 
secured. But if prices are rapidly advanced, and greater profits 
are realised in that manner, it will not be long until competition 
springs up and the business of the country will again be divided 
among a number of manufacturers. Capital can always be 
found to venture ,into a business which promises profitable 
returns.” 
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XI.—_THE TRADE OF GALVESTON AND OTHER 
SOUTHERN PORTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Galveston, U.S.A., transmitting a memorandum show- 
ing the commercial standing of Galveston as regards foreign 
exports compared with the southern ports in the United States 
during the years ended 30th June, 1888, and 30th June, 1898. 

The memorandum states that during the ten years ending 
30th June, 1898, there has been a very remarkable increase in 
~ value of the exports from the southern ports of the United 

tates. 

From the following table, recently issued by the United 
States Bureau of Statistics, it will be seen that this increase, 
amounted to no less than 43,755,483/., or 97 per cent. gain 
during ten years, the value for the year ending 30th June, 
1888, being 44,755,906/., and that for the year ending 30th 
June, 1898, 87,820,389/. 

It may here be remarked that the total value of all exports 
from the United States during the year ending 30th June, 1898, 
was 252,000,000/., so that southern ports, which included those 
along the coast from Baltimore to Galveston, did about one- 
third of the actual export business of the year, a great increase 
over the proportion ten years ago. 


Table showing the value of foreign exports from the southern 
ports of the United States for the fiscal years ending 30th June, 
1888 and 1898. 


Ports. 1888. 1898. 
£ £ 

Fernandina abe 35,275 360,283 
Newport News ... 1,256,333 6,057,504 
Norfolk ... 2,762,528 2,795,695 
1,239,629 , 1,952,321 
Galveston ... ome ase 2,899,334 13,685,724 
Mobile... ooo ase 688,524 1,916,849 
New Orleans ose ooo ove ae 16,181,229 22,534,810 
Paso de Norte... bes 6,751 821,664 
Pearl River 170,317 274,308 
Pensacola ... 538,253 1,642,286 

St. Marks ... ane 533 
Saluria... 265,024 445,185 

Other ports hake: 2,034,373 
87,820,389 
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Turning now to the position of the port as compared with the 
other southern exporting points as given in the foregoing table, 
it will be observed that Galveston’s foreign export trade has 
increased from 2,899,334. in the year ending 30th June, 1888, 
to 13,685,724/. in that ending 30th June last. 

This represents a gain of 371 per cent. 

Galveston, ten years ago, was fourth on the list, whilst to-day 
she is third, having dispossessed Savannah of the third place. 

The gain in export trade made ,by the various chief southern 

ints of export are as follows:—Baltimore (now in the first 
place), 163 per cent.; Newport News, 382 per cent.; Norfolk, 
12 per cent.; Savannah, 62 per cent.; and New Orleans, which 
dropped from first place to second, 39 per cent. 

Charleston lost 12 per cent. 

With the exception of Newport News, where the gain was 
382 per cent., the increase at Galveston—371 per cent.—was 
ihe largest shown. 

This increase has nearly all been experienced in the last 
three years, since the success of the harbour improvements has 
provided the port with a deep and direct channel of communica- 
tion with the sea. 

It can be, moreover, predicted, almost with certainty, that 
the year 1897-98 will show a still further gain. 


= 
| 
q 
q 


44 THE SPANISH TOBACCO INDUSTRY. [Jan. 1899, 


XII.—THE SPANISH TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 


A despatch, dated 28th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambas- 
sador at Madrid, on the subject of the tobacco monopoly in 
Spain. By the law of the 22nd April, 1887, a monopoly for 
the sale and manufacture of tobacco in the Peninsula and 
adjacent islands, for a duration of 12 years, was put up for 
public auction. 

This monopoly was adjudged to the Bank of Spain by Royal 
Decree of the 10th June, 1887. 

A company was formed with a capital of 60,000,000 pesetas 
(2,400,000/.), divided into 120,000 eo of 500 pesetas each, 
of which the Bank of Spain reserved 24,540 shares for the 
value of 12,270,000 pesetas (490,800/.). 

By the Budget Law of the 30th June, 1892, various modi- 
fications were made in the contract, including the arrangements 
with the company for the collection of the Riccar Stamp 
Tax. 

By law of the 30th August, 1896, the previous contracts were 
renewed for 25 years from the Ist July, 1896. 

The cultivation of tobacco is prohibited in Spain and the 
Balearic Islands, but Article 6 of the conditions of the law of 
30th August, 1896, states, “the company will make the neces- 
sary experiments in the cultivation of tobacco, and after three 
years will inform the Government whether it would be desir- 
able to authorise the cultivation, and in case of the affirmative, 
propose the conditions under which it should be allowed. Before 

anting the authorisation, the Government must inform the 

ortes of the conditions proposed.” 

Experiments in tobacco growing are being carried on in 
various parts of Spain, but as yet no statement of the result has 
been published. 

From inquiries at the Tobacco Monopoly, it appears most 
improbable that any such authorisation would be recommended 
to the Government, whatever the result of the experiments, or 
that the cultivation of tobacco in Spain will be allowed during 
the lease of the present monopoly. 

The following table shows the total quantity and value of 
iebacco, cigars, cigarettes, and snuff imported into and ex- 
ported from Spain in each year from 1892 to 1896, inclusive : — 


Imports. Exports, 


(Special Trade.) (General Trade.) 
For the Compaiiia For Private 
Arrendataria. | Individuals. | Total. ee. 
Years. 

Quantity.| Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. Value. || Quantity.| Value. 

Kilogs. | Pesetas. a) Pesetas. | Kilogs. | Pesetas. || Kilogs. | Pesetas. 
1892 ++/18,028,000 |30,064,000 87, 1,765,000 |18,115,000 |31,829,000 433 4,000 
1893 ---/20,039,000 |32,938,000 78,000 | 1,594,000 |20,117,000 |34,532.000 7,000 74,000 
1894 ++-|29,920,000 |36,319,000 84,000 | 1,625,000 |30,004,000 |37,944,000 8,000 77,000. 
1895 -». {22,870,000 |39,634,000 | 63,000 | 1,280,000 |22,933,000 |40,914,000 4,000 | 45,000 
1896 -+-|18,436,000 31,677,000 56,000 | 1,163,000 |18,492,000 |32,840,000 7,000 68,000 


Norte: Kilog.=2,204 Ibs.; Peseta=9°6d. 
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XTII.—COCOA PLANTING IN SAMOA. 


A report on cocoa planting in Samoa has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Apia. In an introduction to 
the report, the Consul states that it would seem, assuming the 

rice of cocoa not to fall radically and no cocoa disease to arise, 
both of which events seem unlikely to occur, that a potential com- 
mercial future has at length arisen for the Samoa group, after 
years of depression owing to the fall in the price of copra and the 
apparent unsuitability of the climate for other cultivations, such as 
rice, sugar, tea, or cotton. . 

Small capitalists (5007. to 2,0001.) going to Samoa and pur- 
chasing or leasing land for the purpose of cocoa planting, would 
stand a good chance of making a fair income after the first three 
of four years—provided that they either possess a practical know- 
ledge of tropical planting or will take advice from those in Samoa 
who have experience in the matter. 

Cocoa was first experimentally grown in Samoa by “Die 
Deutsche Handels und Plantagen Gesellschaft der Sudsee Inseln zu 
Hamburg” in one of their plantations near Apia. In 1892 a favour- 
able report on the quality of the bean was received from Germany. 
In 1893-4 a large number of seeds were distributed among the 
Samoans, and a few small plantations were started by some of the 
more enterprising of the British and other foreign residents, which 
are now coming into bearing. The number of small plantations 
are rapidly increasing and the amount of land at present bearing 
cocoa trees is estimated to be 75 acres. 

The most encouraging reports continue to be received from 
Hamburg, San Francisco and Sydney regarding the quality of the 
Samoan cocoa, the price varying between 60. and 80I. per ton. 
An English planter in this island has an agreement with the 
German firm to cut and take all his cocoa, he paying freight to 
market and receiving 3 of proceeds, and the firm 4, but it is 
stated that this arrangement has not as yet been extended to 
others. However, there need be no difficulty as to drying and 
preparing the cocoa for market, as another planter who prepared 
his own in a rough manner received 16 cents (about 8d.) per lb. 
in San Francisco, whereas the cocoa prepared by the German firm 
realised 18 cents (about 9d.) per lb.in Hamburg. The expense of 
fitting up drying and preparing rooms would not be great if 
divided amongst several planters. Small plantations are to be 
preferred, at all events at present, to large ones as in the former 
personal supervision can be given, and the initial and working 
expenses are of course a mere fraction of what a large plantation 
could entail. 

A small plantation of 6 acres holds about 1,200 trees, and these 
in the third year produce about 140,000 pods, and it is apparent 
that, even with the liberal allowance of 15 pods to the pound of 
marketable bean, each tree would produce from 6 to 8 pounds of 
prepared cocoa bean per annum. The trees begin paying in the 
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third and fourth years after planting, and are in full yield after the 
fifth. Apparently there is practically no age limit to the bearing 
of a cocoa tree. The two heaviest cuttings are in April and 
September, and between times there are cuttings about every 
three weeks. The full grown pods, the immature one, and the 
blossom may all be seen on the same tree. 

The best and cheapest way of preparing bush land for cocoa 
growing is to thin out the undergrowth but to leave the trees 
standing so as to afford shade to the young plant. The cost of 
clearing and planting ought not to exceed 4l. per acre. The 
young plants dre raised in small cocoanut baskets filled with earth 
in well shaded nurseries and planted out; or the seeds are planted 
in holes well covered with topsoil, 15 by 15 feet apart, and when 
the cocoa trees have attained two years’ growth, banana trees are 
planted between the rows of cocoa, the shade trees are ring-barked, 
and when dead are felled and allowed to rot in situ. It is surpris- 
ing to see how very little damage—in fact practically none—is 
done to the plantation by the fall of these trees. 

The cocoa tree seems to be able to bear an extraordinary amount 
of rough usage in Samoa. When the trees are about three years 
old the banana trees are cut down and rooted up. ‘The tree with 
a single trunk is not considered desirable in Samoa, and by allowing 
two or three main stems to grow and training the laterals to 
branch out well a comparatively low bush is obtained, which does 
not attain the height to which the cocoa tree is allowed to grow 
elsewhere and is consequently not so much damaged by hurricanes, 
and produces a larger crop of pods than the other variety. 

The kinds of cocoa planted in Samoa were Caracas and 
Forastero, but as usually happens by hybridisation, a distinct 
kind has been produced, partaking of the best qualities of each 
variety. The Samoan cocoa is prepared in the Ceylon manner 
and is especially well adapted for confectionery purposes. 

It is advisable not to prune the trees, as this entails stunting 
them in Samoa. In fact the golden rule for would-be planters in 
Samoa is not to follow any rule blindly, however well established, 
but to adapt the general rules of cocoa planting to the special 
factors out there, and not to try and make Samoan nature follow 
scientific rules, but vice versé. The cost of land near Apia is about 
from 11, 10s. to 3/. per acre if purchased from whites, and about 
4s. to 8s. per acre if leased from the natives on a 20 or 40 years’ 
lease. The soil is rocky and volcanic, and well adapted for cocoa. 

Although labour in large masses is practically unobtainable in 
these islands and the native Samoan is by no means an energetic 
and hard-working labourer, yet sufficient floating labour for small 
plantations is to be had. The price is about 24s. to 35s. a month 
per labourer, his food costing about 16s. per head a month. One 
man ought to be able to look after six acres of well grown cocoa 
in the dry season, but two are required during the wet season from 
December to May. 

In Samoa the cocoa is a robust, hardy tree, growing luxuriantly, 
and yielding abundant crops with but trifling cultivation. 
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XIV.—AUTHORISED GAS UNDERTAKINGS IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The usual Parliamentary returns relating to the authorised 
gas undertakings in the United Kingdom have been issued. 
The particulars are for the year ended 25th March, 1898, in 
respect of the undertakings belonging to local authorities, and 
for the year ended 31st December, 1897, in respect of the under- 
takings belonging to companies and private individuals. 

The returns contain information with regard to 648 under- 
takings, 212 of which belong to local authorities—four more 
than in the previous year—and 436 to companies, &c.—three 
more than in 1896. 

The following table of the grand totals of the two returns 
shows an increase in each of the items compared with the pre- 
vieus year :— 


Local Increase 
authorities’ Total, during 
js return, | the year, 
| 

Number of authcr- 

ised undertakings 

included in return 436 212 648 7 
Amount of author- 

ised capital £61,571,412 £30,539,840 £92,111,252 £2,115,861 
Capital paid up 

and borrowed ...| £51,260,19t £27,376,324 £78,636,518 £2,455,794 
Receipts ... .| £13,447,570 £6,759,883 £20,207,453 £547,e82 
Expenditure. £9,922,822 £5,058,705 £14,981,527 £453,049 
Tons of coal car- 

bonised ... <i 7,963,465 4,652,688 12,616,153 319,414 
Number of cubic 

feet of gas made..| 84,040,175,901 | 48,652,558,526 | 132,692,734,427|| 5,651,131,015 
Number of cubic 

feet of gas sold...| 77,772,192,391 | 44,447,486,817 | 122,219,679,208)| 5,336,365,474 
Length of gas 

mains, in miles... 15,509 9,648 25,157 700 
Number of con 

sumers ... 1,549,627 1,475,749 3,025,376 179,648 
Number of public 

lamps lighted ... 314,451 239,352 - 553,803 13,159 


The increased consumption of gas during the year of over 
5,336 million cubie feet was equivalent to an increase of about 
4°5 per cent. The quantity of coal carbonised was about 319,000 
tons more than in the previous year, an increase of 2°6 per 
ecnt. There were nearly 180,000 more consumers, being an 
increase of 63 per cent. The total revenue was increased by 
547,882/., about 2°8 per cent. more than the previous year’s 
receipts. The gross expenditure, on the other hand, increased 
3'1 per cent., the actual amount of the increase being 453,049/. 
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The following tables show the average receipts, expenditure, 
and gross profit per 1,000 cubic feet of gas sold during the last 
five years by companies and local authorities respectively :— 


COMPANIES. 

Year. Receipts. Expenditure. Profit. 

1898 ... 8 10°21 2 982 1 0°39 
1894 ... a nil 3 10°60 2 864 1 1:96 
1895 ... wes cas én 3 7°89 2 8-09 0 11°80 
1896 ... ‘ 3 6°37 2 7-04 0 11°33 
1897 ... 3 5°50 2 6°62 0 10°88 

LOcAL AUTHORITIES, 

Year, Receipts. Expenditure. Profit 

s. d. 

1893 ... 3 B5OL 2 8-09 0 8-92 
1894 ... cae 3 424 2 542 0 10°82 
1895 ... 3 2-42 2 495 O 947 
1896 ... 3B 2 3-76 0 918 
1897 ... kan ae 3 0°50 2 331 0 919 


It will be observed that the average receipts per 1,000 cubic 
feet of gas sold declined ‘87d. in the case of companies’ under- 
takings, and °44d. in the case of local authorities’ undertakings, 
the average expenditure being lessened at the same time by 
“42d. in the case of companies and *45d. in the case of local 
authorities. A comparison of the returns with those of the pre- 
vious year shows that the price of gas supplied to private con- 
sumers was reduced by 68 companies and 40 local authorities, 
and that only one company and one local authority increased 
the price. 

The following comparison is of some interest as exhibiting 
the different conditions which exist between the undertakings 
of companies and local authorities, in such respects as the aver- 
age number of consumers supplied by each undertaking, the 
average number of consumers per mile of main, and the average 
annual consumption of each consumer :— 


Average number | Average number Average annual 
supplied by cach | supplied per mile consumption of 
Undertaking of of main of gas by 
(2) (1) (2) 
Private | public | Private | papiic | Private | public 
Con- | Lamps Con- Lamps Con- Lamps 
sumers. PS | sumers. PS | sumers. 
of, c.f, 
Companies | 3,554 721 100 20 46,648 17.444 
Local Authorities} 6,961 1,129 153 25 27,646 15,244 
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The average number of consumers supplied by each com- 
pany is 230 more, and by each local authority 199 more, than 
in the previous year; and the fact that the average annual 
consumption by private consumers has declined from 49,104 
cubic feet in 1895 and 47,753 cubic feet in 1896 to 46,648 
cubic feet in 1897 in the case of companies, and from 28,104 
cubic feet in 1895 and 28,196 in 1896 to 27,646 cubic feet in 
1897 in the case of local authorities, indicates with some clear- 
ness that the increase in the business of the gas undertakings 
was largely due to the accession of small consumers. 

The returns show that an increasing use was made of 
materials other than coal in the manufacture of gas, as many as 
58 companies and 31 local authorities having furnished infor- 
mation in this particular, and also that water gas was supplied 
by 20 companies and 11 local authorities, but in no case without 
admixture with coal gas. 

The increasing use of gas-making materials other than coal 
should be borne in mind in an examination of the statement 
given below of the average number of cubic feet of gas made 
per ton of coal carbonised during the last five years : — 


Average number of cubic feet of gas 
made per ton of coal carbonised. 
Year, 
By Local 

By Companies. Authorities. 
1893 eee eee 10,157 9,871 
1894 eee ove ove 10,186 9,946 
1895 cos geo coe 10,257 10,026 
1897 ose ose 10,553 10,457 


Companies’ Return.—The total amount of share capital raised 
on the 31st December, 1897, for the purposes of the under- 
takings belonging to companies was 42,368,976/., and of this 
amount 10,653,890/. (including premiums amounting to 
3,405,345/.) had been raised under the auction clauses. It will 
be noticed that the total amount of premium capital shown in 
the return is less by upwards of 100,000/. than in the previous 
year. This is due to the view taken by the South oe 
Gas Company of the effect of the scheme sanctioned by Parlia- 
ment for the conversion of their share capital, and to the con- 
sequent omission by the company of a large amount of premium 
capital that formerly appeared in the return. 

An examination of the figures given in the return shows that 
in the year 1897 as many as 160 companies paid a dividend of 
10 per cent. on their original capital, and that 65 companies 
paid dividends varying from 10} to 22} per cent., mostly under 
the sliding scale. Twelve companies paid no dividend. Of 
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the 436 undertakings to which the return relates, only one 
pn worked at an actual loss, the deficiency in that case being 
1037. 

The lowest price charged for gas to private consumers was 
1s. 9d. per 1,000 cubic feet at Plymouth, the company paying a 
dividend, under the operation of the sliding scale, equivalent to 
12} _ cent. on their original capital. At the Hull station of 
the British Gas-Light Company, the price charged was Is. 10d. 
per 1,000 cubic feet. The company is not working under the 
sliding scale, and paid a dividend of 10 per cent. 

The highest price charged to private consumers was 6s. 3d. 
at Lampeter, and the company paid no dividend. 

The highest dividends paid under the sliding scale were 16} 
per cent. by the Harrogate Gas Company, 15 per cent. by the 
Ashton and Wandsworth and Putney Gas Companies, 14} per 
cent. by the Eastbourne and Louth Gas Companies, and 14 per 
cent. by the Croydon Commercial Gas Company. 

The highest dividends paid by companies not working under 
the sliding scale were 22} per cent. by the Kingston-upon-Hull 
Gas Company and 15 per cent. by the Warwick Gas Company. 

The average rate of dividend paid by the companies upon 
their original capital is shown by the following tabular state- 
ment to have increased from 8/. 6s. 10id. per cent. in 1896 to 
81. 10s. 113d. in 1897. 


No. of Companies. 
Dividend paid on Original Capital. 
1893. | 1894. | 1895. | 1896. | 1897. 
No dividend ... 23 21 19 15 12 
4 per cent. ... 1 
1 1 1 3 — 
1} ” 2 1 1 
2 ¥ 2 4 1 _— 2 
2 ly 3 3 5 4 2 
= 
3 ” 6 1 4 6 6 
33 4 2 1 2 
4 se 15 17 10 7 13 
4 Cy, 4 4 6 4 wks 
= 
5 = 27 32 29 32 23 
2 1 2 1 
53 ¥ 4 3 3 5 7 
5g ” 1 1 1 
6 a 18 10 17 16 21 
6} ” 1 1 
6} ” 1 2 3 1 1 
63 4 2 5 3 $ 
63 ” 1 1 
7 a 15 17 12 15 17 
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No. of Companies. 
Dividend paid on Original Capital. 
1893. | 1894. | 1895. | 1896. | 1897, 
7 ” eee eee eee eee 1 3 1 = 
Ut i 21 17 18 19 22 
8 one 30 35 33 29 25 
8} 2 1 1 1 
2 1 2 2 
83 9 5 7 1l 8 
5 3 1 4 4 
9 ” 22 20 17 22 
9} eee ive 2 2 2 2 
9} ” eee ose pom 5 2 5 1 1 
93 ae ane 3 2 1 1 2 
10 Try 156 160 162 160 
103s, 1 1 3 1 
10} 2 3 3 10 
10} ” — _ _ 1 
11 4 7 5 9 11 
113 1 2 1 1 
11 ” me 8 9 11 10 9 
12 das 5 5 5 8 1l 
13 + ° > on 3 2 + 5 5 
a — 1 1 1 
_ 1 1 1 2 
(aie i 3 3 3 3 1 
143 ” eee . 1 
on 1 2 3 
on 1 1 
Gas not supplied ... ‘... eae 3 2 2 2 6 
Private undertakings <n ave 6 8 8 6 + 
Tot soo] 4298 428 429 433 436 
Average dividend of 419 companies, 1893 718 1 percent 
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Local Authorities’ Return.—The total amount of money bor- 
rowed by local authorities for the purposes of their gas under- 
takings down to 25th March, 1898, was 27,376,3241. 

_ The lowest prices charged for gas supplied to private con- 
sumers were ls. 8d. and 1s. 10d. per 1,000 cubic feet, with a 
discount of.2d., at Widnes, and the highest price 6s. 8d., at 
Kirkeudbright and Tain. 

The expenditure exceeded the receipts in 7 cases, and in 
34 cases the excess of receipts over expenditure was insufficient 
to provide for payment of interest, &c. 

The six local authorities shown in the following table made a 
—_ of over 20,000/. during the year after payment of interest, 

Six other local authorities—namely, Bradford, Leicester, 


Leeds, Wiga 


n, Blackpool, and Stockport made a profit of be- 
tween 10,000/. and 20,000/. during the year. 


Sion Net Price charged to private How profit was 
x Profit. consumers. applied. 
Manchester 56,168 2s. 3d. £50,700 in aid of rates ; 
balance to suspense 
account, 
Birmingham 50,336 | 2s. 3d., 28. 5d., & 28. 7d. |To city improvement 
Discount 5 per cent. rate. 
Belfast ... 46,492 2s. 6d. To capital account, &c. 
Discount 23 to 20 pér cent. 
Bolton ... 36,428 3s. Od. £9,961 to reserve fund, 
Discount 6d. and £26,467 in aid of 
rates. 
Nottingham 27,652 2s. to-2s. 6d. Not yet applied. 
Salford ... 24,600 2s. 3d. & 2s. 4d. £11,000 to depreciation 
Discount 2d. fund, and £13,600 to 


relief of rates. 
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XV.—-SUGAR IMPORT DUTIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


Additional duties on sugar imported from, or the product of, 
countries paying bounties on the export thereof. 


A copy of the following circular, issued by the Treasury 
Department of the United States, has been received at the 
Board of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 

Section 5 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, provides as follows : — 

That whenever any country, dependency, or colony shall pay 
or bestow, directly or indirectly, any bounty or grant upon the 
exportation of any article or merchandise from such country, 
dependency, or colony, and such article or merchandise is duti- 
able under the provisions of this Act, then upon the importa- 
tion of such article or merchandise into the United States, 
whether the same shall be imported directly from the country 
of production or otherwise, and whether such article or mer- 
chandise is imported in the same condition as when exported 
from the country of production, or has been changed in con- 
dition by re-manufacture or otherwise, there shall be levied and 
paid, in all such cases, in addition to the duties otherwise 
imposed by this Act, an additional duty equal to the net amount 
of such bounty or grant, however the same be paid or bestowed. 
The net amount of all such bounties or grants shall be from 
time to time ascertained, determined, and declared by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who shall make all needful regula- 
tions for the identification of such articles and merchandise and 
for the assesment and collection of such additional duties. 

In pursuance of these provisions, the following amounts of 
bounties respectively paid or bestowed, directly or indirectly, 
on the export of sugars by the countries hereinafter named, 
are hereby declared for the assessment of additional duties on 
sugars imported from, or the product of, such countries or their 
dependencies, viz. : 

Argentine Republic_—On sugars produced in the country since 
20th January, 1897, and exported with benefit of drawback, 6 
centavos per kilogram. 

Austria-Hungary.—On sugar, under 93 per cent., and at 
least 88 per cent. polarisation, 1°37 florins per 100 kilograms. 

On sugar under 994 per cent., and at least 93 per cent. polari- 
sation, 1°46 florins per 100 kilograms. 

On sugar at least 99} per cent. polarisation, 2°10 florins per 
100 kilograms. 

Denmark.—On refined sugar, produced wholly from beets 
grown in Denmark, 1°12 kroner per 100 kilograms. 

France.—-Raw sugars, of the standard of 65 to 98 per cent. 
for beet-root sugars, or of 65 to 97 per cent. for French colonial 
sugar, per 100 kilograms of refined sugar, 100 per cent., 
10°82 francs. 
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Sugar candies, calculated at their legal equivalent, per 100 
kilograms, effective weight, 11°51 francs. Refined sugars, in 
loaf or crushed, clear, hard, and dry, per 100 kilograms, effec- 
tive weight, 11°51 francs. Raw and refined sugars, in grains or 
crystals, of a minimum standard of 98 per cent., 11‘17 francs. 
The output of refined sugar from raw is calculated by deduct- 
ing from the polarisation of the raw sugar twice the glucose, 
four times the ashes, and 1} per cent. for loss in refining. 

Germany.—On raw sugar, at least 90 per cent. polarisation, 
and on refined sugar under 98 per cent., and at least 90 per 
cent., 2°50 marks per 100 kilograms. On candy and sugar in 
white, hard loaves, blocks, crystals, &c., at least 99} per cent., 
3°55 marks per 100 kilograms. On all other sugar at least 98 
per cent., 3 marks per 100 kilograms. 

The Netherlands—On raw sugar produced in the country 
from beets, and testing less than 98 per cent., 2°2354 florins per 
~ 100 kilograms of hard refined (100 per cent.). 

On raw beet sugars testing 98 per cent. or above, three- 
fourths of said bounty, viz., 1°7655 florins per 100 kilograms of 
hard refined. 

On refined beet root sugars, ‘2946 florin per 100 kilograms of 
hard refined (100 per cent.), in addition to the above bounties. 

On refined sugar, from other materials than beet-root raw 
sugar produced in the country, ‘2946 florin per 100 kilograms 
of hard refined. 

The output of refined sugar from raw is computed by deduct- 
ing from the polarisation of the raw sugar twice the glucose, 
four times the ashes and 1} per cent. for loss in refining. 

Russia.—On sugar testing not less than 99 per cent. per poud 
(36113 pounds avoirdupois), ‘50 rouble. On sugar testing not 
less than 88 per cent. per poud, ‘44 rouble. On sugar testing 
not less than 75 per cent. per poud, ‘38 rouble. Every 
invoice of sugar must be accompanied by a certificate of 
the United States consular officer at the port of shipment to 
the United States, naming place and country where the mer- 
chandise was produced, and, in the case of refined sugar, 
naming also the country of production of the raw sugar, 
molasses, or syrup used in the refining. 

The liquidation of entries of sugar not accompanied by such 
certificates shall be suspended, and the estimated duties shall 
include an amount sufficient to cover the additional duty to 
which such sugar may be apparently liable. 

The conversion of the several foreign currencies mentioned 
above into United States money will be governed by the pro- 
visions of section 25 of the Act of 28th August, 1894. 

The question as to the net amounts of the bounties indirectly 
bestowed by the Government of Belgium on exported sugars is 
under consideration. Pending the ascertainment and deter- 
mination of said amounts, entries of sugars imported from, or 
the product of, that country will be subject to the provisions 
of Circular No. 174 of 19th October, 1897. 
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XVI—TRADE AND:SHIPPING OF THE CHINESE 
TREATY PORTS. 


The following tables, relating to the trade and shipping of the 
Chinese Treaty Ports in the year 1897, have been recently pre- 
pared at the Board of Trade :— 


A.—Statement showing the total value of merchandise imported into 
and exported from China in the year 1897, distinguishing the 
trade with the British Empire. 


IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Including Re-exports.)} (Domestic Produce.) 

British Empire : Haikwan Taels. Haikwan Taels, 
United Kingdom ... Pe a 40,016,000 12,945,000 
Hong Kong * one 90,126,000 60,402,000 
India ee. 20,068,000 1,046,000 
Straits Settlements ase 2,856,000 1,858,000 
Australia and New Zealand ... 000 537,000 
South Africa and Mauritius... ah 202,000 
British North America ... ne 6,504,000 299,000 
Total British Empire... 159,651,000 77,289,000 
Other countriest ... 52,584,000 86,212,000 
Total Haikwan Taels 212,235,000 163,501,000 
otalt £ 31,614,000 24,355,000 


NoTE.—The average exchange value of the Haikwan tael in 1897 was stated by 
the Chinese Customs Department to have been 2s, 113d. 


* The imports from Hong Kong come originally from, and exports to that 
colony are er carried on to, Great Britain, America, Australia, India, the 
Straits, &c., and Coast Ports of China. In addition to the imports, to which the 
values given in the above table are confined, the South of China is supplied with 
opium and other articles imported from Singapore, Siam, and other foreign places 
in native vessels. 

{ Includes Corea, 


B.—-Statement showing the number and tonnage of vessels engaged in 
the foreign trade, entered and cleared at the Treaty Ports of 
China in the year 1897, distinguishing British vessels. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British... 3,137 | 3,243,662 3,131 | 3,213,819 
Other Nationalities ... aa ake 2,144 | 1,555,985 2,194 | 1,586,636 
Total ... 281 | 4,799,647 | 5,825 | 4,800,455 
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XVII.—SHIPPING REGULATIONS IN MEXICAN PORTS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a Presidential decree amending the shipping 
regulations in Mexican ports. The preamble to the above 
decree runs as follows :— 

First—-That the declaration of the gross weight of mer- 
chandise, now required by the Customs regulations in the for- 
mation of the manifests of vessels engaged in the oversea trade, 
causes some difficulties to the captains of these vessels, without 
being of much utility to the Administration, seeing that the 
information can be, and is, obtained from the Custom House 
declarations required to be made by consignees of merchandise, 
and taking into account, also, that it is equitable to exact from 
the captains of vessels, in the preparation of these manifests, 
only such information as is given in the bills of lading ; 

Second.—That it is expedient to grant to the captains of 
vessels belonging to international lines having a regular 
itinerary, facilities for correcting their manifests without being 
fined for so doing, declaring the changes which may have 
occurred in the cargoes of their vessels subsequent to the pre- 
sentation of those documents for the usual consular certificate ; 
~ Third.—That it is also expedient to grant facilities to steam- 
ships, on the responsibility of their owners or captains, and 
subject to certain formalities, to make special discharges of 
cargo by night and on days when such work is not, as a rule, 
permitted ; 

Fourth.—That by reason of the modifications which certain 
of the original rules of the present Customs tariff have under- 
gone, some of the regulations and limitations prescribed therein, 
in the case of merchandise consigned to order, or when the con- 
signment is abandoned by the consignee, have ceased to be 
necessary, as has also the appointment by the Collector of 
Customs of a consignee, authorised by the tariff in these cases ; 

Fifth—tThat the bill of lading being the commercial docu- 
ment which gives the right to the parties mentioned therein as 
consignees, to receive the goods referred to in such document, 
it appears right and fitting that for revenue purposes also only 
those parties shall be considered as consignees of goods im- 
ported whose names appear on the corresponding bills of 
lading ; 

Sixth.—That it is convenient and equitable to provide carry- 
ing companies with simpler means of assuring the payment of 
any sums which may be due for freight or charges on mer- 
chandise imported by their vessels ; 

Seventh.—That it is also convenient to reduce the consular 
fees, in the case of the small vessels carrying on the new branch 
of commercial intercourse, between the colony of British Hon- 


[] 


Jan. 1899.] | SHIPPING REGULATIONS IN MEXICAN PORTS. 57 


duras and Chetumal Bay, and to increase the duties on invoices 
which are not presented to our Consuls in the proper time ; 

I have, therefore, seen fit to decree the following :— 

Article 1—Articles 23, 24, 26, 32, 46, 68 (Section IV.), 78, 
88, 92, 93, 106, 107, 109, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 128, 
128, and 527 (Section XXII.) of the General Tariff of Mari- 
time and Frontier Custom Houses of June 12, 1891, are hereby 
amended as follows :— 

Article 23.—The captain of any ship, on receiving cargo at a 
foreign port consigned to one or more Mexican ports, is under 
the obligation of drawing up, in accordance with model No. 1, 
attached to these regulations, a general manifest of such cargo 
for each of the ports where it has to be delivered. 

These manifests must contain :—- 

I. The name, class and nationality of the vessel, its gross and 
net tonnage, the captain’s name, the name of the consignee of 
the ship, and the name of the Mexican port for which she is 
bound. In case the cargo comprised in the manifest has to be 
transferred to another ship, whether in a Mexican or a foreign 
port, such circumstance must be set forth in the manifest, but 
it is not necessary to state the name of the vessel to which the 
cargo‘is to be transhipped. The Custom House officials of the 
port to which the goods are bound shall, ex officio, set down in 
writing at the foot of the manifest the name of the vessel to 


which the cargo was transhipped, its class, nationality, and 
gross and net tonnage. 


II. The consecutive numbers of the bills of lading; the 
special marks, countersigns, and numbers of the packages; the 
weights of the various contents of each package, expressed in 
figures and words; the kind of packages; the general descrip- 
tion of the goods, as stated by the shippers in the bills of 
lading; the name of the consignees of the goods as given in 
the bills of lading, or the expression, “to the order of,” if the 
consignment comes in that form; and the total number of 
packages, also stated in figures and words. In the manifests of 
cargo shipped in bulk, the circumstance of the shipment being 
in that form shall be stated, in addition to the kind of mer- 
chandise and its gross weight. All the particulars mentioned 
in this section must be given under separate heads, so as to 
enable each package to be identified, and so that the mark, 
serial number, kind and contents of each of the packages in- 
cluded in the several items of the manifest may be clearly dis- 
tinguished. 

III. The date on which the document is extended, and the 
signature of the captain, preceded by the form of oath shown in 
the model. 

Article 24.—The captains of vessels consigned “to order” 
shall be considered to be the consignees of their vessels, if they 
do not appoint a person established and resident at the port to 
fill that position. If the captains do not appoint a consignee, or 
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if the person appointed does not accept the position, the Custom 
House shall proceed as in the case of the abandonment of a 
cargo by its consignee (see amended Articles 106 and 115). 

Article 26.—Captains of vessels shall present to the Mexican 

Consul, Consular Agent, or Commercial Agent, residing at the 

lace where the vessel loads, four copies of the general mani- 
fest of the merchandise borne for each port of the Republic for 
legalisation by a certificate in the form provided in Article 68. 
The manifests being legalised, three copies shall be left with 
the Consulate or agency, the captain retaining the fourth copy, 
together with a receipt which will be furnished by the Mexican 
official in question. This copy and receipt shall be brought by 
the captain for the purposes of Section II. of Article 31. 

In the case of steamers which make regular voyages accord- 
ing to an itinerary published beforehand, if after the issue of 
the consular certificate on the manifest referred to above, any 
changes are made in the composition of the cargo as shown 
therein, the captain of the vessel shall forward to the Consul or 
agent who legalised the said manifest, a written declaration, in 

uadruplicate, stating the changes which have occurred, which 
a shall be presented to the Consul or agent at latest 
on the second day after that on which the vessel sailed. The 
Mexican official shall return to the interested party one copy 
of the declaration, sealed and certified, in order that it may be 
presented to the respective Custom House by the consignee of 
the vessel. 

The existence of this document and its presentation to the 
Custom House does not exempt the captain or. con- 
signee from the obligation of making out the additions and cor- 
rections to the manifest, mentioned in amended Article 123; 
but it will obviate the penalties which, by Article 124, such 
additions and corrections might entail, it being understood that 
this exemption only applies where it is shown by the certificate 
of the Mexican Ceneal. or agent that the declaration of the 
captain was presented to him within the time allowed and 
before the vessel in question had arrived in the territorial 
waters of the Republic. 

Article 32.—When captains of vessels do not present the 
copy of the general manifest, which they should bring with 
them, and the usual copies have been received by the Custom 
House, a copy of the latter shall be made, and, signed by the 
captain, shall serve instead of the one which should have been 
delivered by him on arrival, when the Custom House visit was 
made. 

Should the Custom House not have received its copy of the 
manifest, the captain shall draw one up at the port of arrival 
before unloading, in accordance with the particulars contained 
in the bills of lading, and attach it, in duplicate, to the request 
for permission to unload, in place of the copies mentioned in 
Section I. of Article 82. In this case the Custom House shall, 
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on the arrival of the vessel, and as soon as the total absence of 
the manifest is known, require the presentation of the bills of 
lading, which it shall retain in its possession until they are 
compared with the manifest drawn up by the captain. In this 
particular case, should the vessel’s cargo be destined for two or 
more Mexican ports, the captain shall draw up and present at 
the first one at which the vessel touches the manifests corre- 
sponding to the other ports in order that, after being examined 
and indorsed by the first Custom House to which they are pre- 
sented, they may be returned to the captain to be used at the 
other ports to which the cargo is consigned. 

These regulations are applicable without prejudice to the 
penalties specified in Article 29, for cases of the entire absence 
of consular manifests, or of their non-delivery at the time of 
the first Custom House visit to the vessel, as the case may be. 

Article 45.—With the exception mentioned in Section I. of 
Article 44, shippers of merchandise to ports of the Republic can 
consign their goods “to order,’ without mentioning the name 
of a consignee in the bill of lading; but in this case, if the 
interested parties at the port of arrival do not prove to the 
Customs House within the time allowed in amended Article 107 
their personality as consignees, the goods in question will be 
subjected to the special regulations provided for in Article 107 
above quoted. 

Article 68.—The duties of Consuls or Consular Agents of the 
Republic abroad, as regards the fulfilment of the provisions of 
this tariff are as follows :— 


IV. To receive and certify the four copies of the declaration 
relating to the manifests of regular steamship lines treated of 
in amended Article 26, when presented within the legal period 
of time, and also to receive and certify the statements concern- 
ing errors and omissions in the invoices, referred to in Articles 
62 and 63. In the certificates the date and hour both of the 
presentation of the documents and of the departure of the vessel 
from the port where the goods in question were shipped must 
be specified. 

Of the four copies above referred to, the Consuls or agents 
shall return one to the interested party, and dispose of the 
other three as directed in the case of manifests and Consular 
invoices. 

Article 78.—The following fees shall be charged by Consuls 
and Consular Agents for certifying to documents presented to 
them by captains of vessels and shippers of cargo :— 


I. For certifying to a manifest referring to a vessel carrying 
merchandise to the Republic : 


A. For all vessels not included in the following 

B. For ships of less than 50 gross tons plying only 
between British Honduras and Chatenadl Bay 2°00 
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II. For certifying to the manifest of a vessel sailing in 
ballast : 
A. For all vessels not included in the following 
clause $4°00 
B. For vessels of less than 50 gross ‘tons which ply 
only between British Honduras and Chetumal 
Bay 


III. For certifying to of invoices : 
A. If the value of the articles declared in the in- 


voice does not exceed $100... ae 2°00 
B. If it exceeds $100, but not $1,000 Fa 4°00 
C. For every — or part of $500 in excess of the 

foregoing .. 1:00 


D. If the invoice is presented to be certified more 
than two days after the departure of the vessel 
from the port of loading, double the above fees 
shall be 


IV. For any certificate which me be extended to 
captains or shippers ... 2°00 
V. When the certificate referred to in the preceding 
paragraph is asked for in duplicate, triplicate, &c., 
for each additional copy . 1°00 
VI. For certifying to each set of regulations relative 
to the vessel’s manifest, treated of in amended 


Article 26... 2°00 
VII. For. certifying to each set of statements referred 

to in Articles 62 and 63 ae 2°00 
VIII. For certifying to each set of permits to import 

goods through the frontier Customs Houses... os oe 


The amount due for these certificates of Consuls or Con- 
sular Agents must be paid at the time, in the money of the 
country in which they reside, in accordance with the table 
given at the end of the Customs tariff establishing the equiva- 
lent in foreign currency of the Mexican dollar, which is the 
monetary standard of the Republic. 

Article 88.—When the name of the consignee of the mer- 
chandise is not mentioned in the manifest of the vessel, or 
when the goods are consigned “to order,” care shall be taken 
during the unloading of the cargo to set apart the goods con- 
signed “to order,” and put them in a special part of the ware- 
house or place designated by the Collector for the purpose, 
where special vigilance shall be exercised over them until 
such time as they may be cleared. 

Article 92.—The ordinary unloading of cargo shall only take 
place during daylight, and on days which are not national 
holidays or Sundays. The Collectors of Customs shall direct 
the unloading in such a manner that before daylight ends the 
goods discharged shall be ejther already cleared or stored in 
the Custom House premises. 
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Article 93.—The Collectors shall only be empowered to order 
and authorise special unloadings at night or on holidays or days 
of rest in the following cases : 

I. When, on account of an accident on board a vessel, its 
prompt unloading is necessary in order to save vessel or cargo. 

II. On the request of the captain or consignee of a steam- 
— under the cireumstances and with the formalities given 
below :— 

A. Unloading at night shall only take place in the ports 
specified by the Ministry of Finance, and at the wharves or 
other places which have been previously designated for the 
different ports, and for the various descriptions of cargo by 
that department. 

B. In order that the Custom House may authorise such un- 
loading, it is indispensable that the captain or consignee of 
the steamer, or the company or the person to whom such vessel 
belongs, shall provide a full and satisfactory bond, to the entire 
satisfaction of the Collector of Customs, not only to cover any 
infractions of the law or of the special Customs regulations 
which might be committed during the unloading, but also to 
relieve the Collector from any responsibility which. might 
attach to him on account of the granting of such permission ; 
it being distinctly understood that in no case does the permis- 
sion of the Custom House or the existence of the bond above 
alluded to, relieve the captain or owner of the vessel from any or 
all responsibility to the consignees of the cargo discharged. 

C. i the unloading at night to which this clause me ae the 
captain or consignee of the vessel shall compensate the em- 
ployees charged with the supervision of the same, for each 
night or whatever the time employed may be, with a sum 
equivalent to three times the daily wages earned by them. 
This sum shall be received by the respective Custom House, in 
the character of a deposit, and shall be distributed without 
deduction among the said employees, no special authorisation 
from the higher authorities being necessary for the purpose. 
A list of these payments must be forwarded to the Ministry of 
Finance in each case, and this department will decide finally 
any dispute between the interested parties as to their share in. 
the total amount. 

D. In order that unloading by night may be allowed, it is 
also necessary for the captain to undertake to comply with the 
regulations laid down by the Custom House for the supervision 
of such unloading, as well as with the special regulations on 
the subject. An undertaking to this effect must be included 
in the request for permission to unload by night. 

E. Unloading on Sundays shall be allowed by the respective 
Custom Houses only in the case of vessels of established lines 
whose contract with the Government stipulates for this privi- 
lege; other steamers can only unload in this manner by 
obtaining the permission of the Ministry of Finance. In all 

Cc 


‘ 
i 
i 


62 SHIPPING REGULATIONS IN MEXICAN PORTS. _[Jan. 1899, 


cases of unloading to which this paragraph refers, the fees pro- 
vided by Section C. for unloading by night shall be charged, 
but only in the ports, the cases and the proportion determined 
by the Ministry of Finance. 

Article 106—The consignees of a vessel arriving in Mexican 
ports are the persons so Jeneetbed in the vessel’s manifest, or 
the persons appointed by the captain with that character on his 
arrival, in cases where the cargo comes “to order” (see amended 
Article 24). 

The appointment of a consignee made by the captain of a 
vessel shall be presented to the Collector of Customs, in writing, 
and in triplicate, one of the copies having affixed the stamp 
required by the stamp law. At the foot of the document, the 
nominee shall state, over his signature, that he accepts the 
appointment. 

Article 107.—For fiscal purposes the consignees of goods are 
taken to be the persons designated as such in the respective 
bills of lading. Provisionally, and until the interested parties 
present the bills of lading to the Custom House, the latter shall 
consider as consignees the persons so designated by the captain 
in the manifest of the vessel. 

If in the bill of lading the consignment is made in favour of 
a certain person, and at the same time it is stated that it comes 
in care of another person, whichever of the two presents the bill 
of lading shall be held to be the consignee. 

When in the bill of lading the consignment appears “to 
order,” the consignee shall be taken to be the last person to 
whom such consignment is endorsed in the bill of lading pre- 
sented by the interested party. 

The consignees of merchandise arrived “to order” must 
present themselves to the Custom House on the arrival of the 
vessel bringing such cargo, in order to accredit their person- 
ality. Should they not do so within three days of the date when 
the vessel finishes discharging, the packages composing such 
merchandise shall be carefully sealed, by means of a wire or 
cord to the ends of which the seal of the Custom House is 
affixed, in such a manner that the packages cannot be tampered 
with except by breaking the seal. 

The agents and employees of express companies transporting 
goods and valuables committed to their sole charge, and private 
individuals who cross the frontiers of Mexico with merchandise 
of their own property, shall be considered by the Custom 
Houses, for fiscal purposes, to be the consignees of such goods 
or valuables, without, however, their being obliged to accredit 
their personality in the form provided for consignees in general. 

Article 109.—The consignees of merchandise, or their repre- 
sentatives, are the only parties whom the Custom Houses and 
authorities allow to take steps in regar to the Custom House 
operations relating to such merchandise. Consequently, only 
such consignees can dispose of merchandise cleared, after pay- 
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ment of duties and fines, or guarantee of the fiscal interests. In 
clearing and despatching goods imported, the consignees must 
present, with their respective applications, the bills of lading 
accrediting them in that character; without this requisite the 
Custom Houses will not act on such applications. In accord- 
ance with the final paragraph of amended Article 107, the 
agents or employees of express companies transmitting goods 
and valuables committed to their He 2 charge, and private in- 
dividuals who cross the frontiers of Mexico with merchandise 
of their own, are exempted from the foregoing requisite. 

The bills of lading above mentioned shall remain in the 
power of the Custom Sroase so as to accredit the legal delivery 
of the goods. The Custom House shall only return such bills 
of lading after they have been acted upon at the request of the 
parties interested; but in this case there should appear, to- 
gether with the enumeration of the packages alluded to in 
Article 150, a statement by the receiver of the goods that he is 
satisfied with the conditions of the said delivery; or, as an 
alternative, the Custom House authorities shall exact, in ex- 
change for the bills of lading, and before the delivery of the 
merchandise, a written statement to the effect that the receiver 
is satisfied with the terms of the delivery. 

If the goods imported by sea owe any amount on account of 
freight, average, discharge, or other expense of maritime trans- 

rt, the captain or consignee of the vessel may request the 
erin House authorities to suspend, provisionally, the delivery 
of such goods. This application shall be made in writing, 
and the Custom House shall comply with it, granting a delay 
of fifteen days, reckoning from the date of the application, in 
order that the party interested may claim from the judicial 
authority, if he desires it, a permanent order of detention. 
Should such order not be received from the Custom House 
before the expiration of the time specified, the goods shall be 
handed over to the consignees in the manner prescribed by these 
regulations. The action of the Custom House shall in no case 
be cited by such applicants in order to exempt them from the 

- responsibility with which they may be charged by the parties 
suffering from the detention of the goods, nor shall it be urged 
in avoidance of payment of the usual charges for storage and 
warehousing. 

If the petition for the detention of such goods is made by the 
captain of a vessel who has no consignee established in the 
port, such vessel’ shall not be allowed to leave until the captain 
shall withdraw his petition, or until the judge, who has cog- 
-nisance of the complaint in question, shall authorise such 
departure. 

In the case of goods conveyed by land, the Custom House 
‘shall take care, in clearing such goods, not to prejudice the 
rights of the receiver as recognised by Section VII. of Article 
591 of the commercial code. 
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Article 115.—In case the captain should fail to appoint a 
consignee for his vessel within the time allowed for that pur- 
pose, he shall be considered to be the consignee until he appoints 
some one else; and should he not do so previous to applying 
for permission to sail, his vessel shall not be cleared by the 
Custom House until he has paid all duties, fines, and expenses 
which such vessel may have incurred, and settled any matters 
which may have arisen in connection therewith. 

Article 116.—The consignees of merchandise have the right 
to abandon such consignments, providing that their despatch 
by the Custom House has not been asked for. Notice of such 
abandonment shall be given to the Collector of Customs in 
writing and in duplicate, the stamps required by the stamp 
law being affixed to one of the copies. The notice must be 
iz accompanied by the bills of lading, and also, where possible, by 
the Consular invoices and the corresponding receipts of the 
post-oftice. 
| Article 117.—In the case mentioned in the foregoing article, 

as soon as the Custom House accepts the abandonment, it shall 
proceed to seal -the packages containing the merchandise, the 
consignment of which is renounced in the manner prescribed 
by amended Article 107 for goods arriving to no specified con- 
signee. 
Particle 118.—The formalities mentioned in the foregoing 
{ article having been complied with, the Custom House shall 
. publish a notice of the case in the “Ofticial Journal” of the 
. Government, and in the local papers, and shall at once inform 
the Consul or agent who legalised the consular invoice or in- 
a voices, in order that the latter may notify the shipper of the 
| goods, who can, by means of a communication addressed to the 


Collector of the Custom House in question, appoint a person to 
represent him at the port of destination of the goods. In order 
that such appointment shall take effect, it must be signed by 
the person who took out the bills of lading in the character of 
shipper of the goods, and this signature legalised by a diplo- 
matic or consular agent of the Republic. 
Article 119.—If previous to the shipper making the appoint- 
ment spoken of in the foregoing article, the Consul, Vice- 
Consul, or Consular Agent of a friendly nation should ask to be 
allowed to take charge of the consignment abandoned, the 
Collector of Customs may accede to the request, considering the 
applicant for the purposes of the law as the legal representative 
of the owners of the merchandise, and likewise as the consignee 
of the same, provided that the applicant states on the bill of 
‘lading, over his sienature and seal, that he takes charge of the 
consignment in his official capacity, and admits himself to be / 
subject, in all resrects, to the provisions of the law. 
Article 120.—If at the expiration of six months from the 
arrival of the goods the consignment of which is abandoned, no 
person has appeared to claim them, the Custom House shall 
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arrange for their sale by public auction, subject to the provi- 
sions of chapter XX.; but if the goods are of such a nature that 
they cannot be stored without loss or deterioration, the Collector 
shall order them to be sold with the same formalities, but with- 
out waiting for the expiration of the period of time above 
mentioned. 

Article 121.—The abandonment of a consignment of mer- 
‘chandise shall, in no case, be considered as a ground for not 
levying the storage dues mentioned in amended Article 153, 
even when it is claimed that by reason of such abandonment 
it was impossible to carry out opportunely the provisions of 
amended Article 152. 

Article 123—Captains of vessels, or failing them, the con- 
signees of the same, have the privilege of adding to or correct- 
ing their manifests and daaael lisks within the first two work- 
ing days of the arrival in port. This period is limited to two 
hours after all the cargo of the veniel is landed, should the 
discharge end before the expiration of the two days above 
mentioned, for which purpose the hour in which such discharge 
terminates shall be marked on the last discharge receipt. The 
omission of the certificate on the manifest, or the signature 
or the date of the same, or any inaccuracy in those dates, can 
not be amended in the manner above mentioned. 

Article 128.—The fines for additions or corrections to the 
manifests of vessels, treated of in Article 124, shall not be 
applicable in the following cases : — 

I. When, in accordance with the provisions of amended 
Article 26, these additions and corrections have been declared 
iy captains of steamers belonging to established lines before 

Texican Consuls or agents, in the form and within the time 
prescribed by the said Article 26, provided that the consular 
certificates relating to these declarations are presented to the 
Custom House by the interested parties. 

II.—In cases of jettison, sale of cargo owing to vessel being 
driven to take refuge by stress of weather, and other cases of 
force majeur, when the circumstances are properly sub- 
stantiated. 

Article 527.—The following are considered as breaches of 
these. 2 

XXII.—Failing to furnish, or furnishing incorrectly or 
without the necessary clearness, the information required by 
amended Article 23 for the formation of the manifests of 
vessels, except as regards uncertainty or incorrectness in the 
weights of the various contents of packages, should the mis- 
takes referred to at the beginning of this section not be cor- 
rected or correctable afterwards. 


Article 2. 


Model 1 of the Custom House tariff is hereby corrected, and 
now appears as given below. = 
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Transitory Article. 
This decree shall come into force on the Ist February next, 
and shall be applicable to vessels which enter our ports after 
midnight, 31st January, even though they may have previously 


‘touched at other Mexican ports; and to merchandise carried by 


those vessels, or imported by land and received at the Custom 
House, from the day and hour above mentioned. 

-And I hereby order the above to be printed, published, circu- 
lated, and given due fulfilment. 

(Signed) Porrrrio Draz. 
Mexico, 12th November, 1893. 
Model No. 1. 

General Manifest of the merchandise, which, destined for 
the port of , of the Republic of Mexico, are conveyed 
by Captain , who signs below, on board the (name, 


. elass*, and nationality of vessel), of gross tons and 


net tons to the consignment of (name of consignee of vessel) 
established in said port. 


Consecu-} 
tive Nos. Marks Numbers Weights of Classes |General class 
Bills| 224 of the | Various contents | 
of marks, | Packages packages. |merchandise. 
Lading, 


Total num- 
bers of 
packages in 
figures and 
letters. 

I hereby declare that I have on board my vessel no other 
goods but those declared in this manifest, and that I am pro- 
ceeding to the papaplic of Mexico with the intention of carry- 
ing on lawful trade. 

Place and date. Signature of Captain. 

(To this manifest is affixed a consular certificate as follows, 


_ the consular seal being stamped at the place where the two 


documents join.) 
| Consular Receipt. 
_ | have received from Captain , for certification, the 


~~ four copies of the manifest of the (name, class, and nationality 


‘of vessel), which sails with packages of merchandise (or 


“in ballast”) for the Mexican port of 


Three copies of the above document remain in this Consulate, 
entered in the respective register as No. , and one is 
herewith returned to the party interested, this receipt being 
-attached to it by the consular seal. 

Place and date. Signature of Consul. 


* Steamship or sailing vessel, with rig of latter. 
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XVITI.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Tariff Modifications. 

A despatch, dated 6th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
reporting that the Russian Customs Department has notified, 
under Circular No. 24,079, of the 13th/25th November last, 
that the article known under the name of “Sanitas Hygienic 
Embrocation”” may now -be freely imported into Russia, on 
condition, however, that its wrappers and phials bear no in- 
scription as to its medical properties or the diseases to which 
it may be applied. 

A later despatch states that tinsel shreds, gilt and silvered, 
for decoration of Christmas trees, are to be cleared under point 6 
of section 148, duty 2 roubles gold per poud Russian; and 
woollen carpet tissues, weighing more than 1} lb. Russian, in 
one square arshin (28 inches), are to be cleared similarly as 
carpets, under section 203, duty 4 copecks gold per poud 


Russian. 


BELGIUM. 
Tariff Modifications. 

According to tariff modifications published in the “ Moniteur 
Belge,” of the 15th and 17th December last, the following 
articles are to be classed as ‘‘ various industrial products ” (pro- 
duits divers pour Vindustrie), and pay a duty of 5 per cent. ad 
valorem on importation into Belgium, viz. :— 

Cylinders, rods, sticks, pencils, plaques, sheets or blocks, &c., 
of agglomerated carbon for the use of electric apparatus. 

Twisted paper bands, to be used instead of threads, yarns, &c., 
in the ribbon, trimming, and bookbinding industries. 

Woollen bands to be used for filters. 


NETHERLANDS. 
Tariff Modifications. 

A despatch, dated 18th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Uffice from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at the Hague, 
transmitting translation of a Royal Decree of the 19th — 
November, 1898, amending the Royal Decree of the 17th May, 
1877, for regulating the import duty on hydrate of chloral, 
sulphuric ether, and other similar substances prepared from or 
with alcohol, as follows :— hear 

The import duty “on all other like substances prepared from 
or with alcohol,” shall amount to just the same per kilogramme - 
as the excise and the import duty of 2°4 litres of spirits of 50 ~ 
per cent. strength at 15° Celsius. 
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Tariff Decisions. 


A despatch, dated 5th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, report- 
ing that, according to a recent statement of the Ministry of 
Finance, it will be seen :— 

Firstly, that an import duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem is 
imposed on press cloth of which press cloths and bagging can 
be made, an 

Secondly, that press cloths and bagging, cut into lengths for 
use in factories, are exempt from import duty, provided that 
from their tissue they are sufficiently distinguishable from 
others, and that consequently there can be no doubt of their 
being exclusively intended for use in factories, as also that 
they do not exceed two metres in length and one metre in 
width. 

There seem to be no conditions as to their weight. 


FRANCE. 
Certificates of Origin from British Chambers of Commerce. 


A circular despatch has been issued by the Foreign Office to 
Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom, transmitting 
copy of a new form of certificate of origin which may be issued 
by Chambers of Commerce, and which the French Customs 
authorities have expressed their willingness to accept in the 
case of goods exported from the United Kingdom, as follows :— 

The Incorporated Chamber of Commerce of ————. 
Certificat d’Origine. 

Le Soussigné, le Secrétaire de la Chambre de Commerce de 

certifie, sur le vu de piéces dignes de foi, produites 


par la maison a ue les marchandises 
ci-aprés qu’elle a expédiées en France 4a |’adresse 
savoir : 
Marques et Mode Désignation de la Marchandise | Poids Poids 
Numéros. | d’Emballage.| conformément au Tarif. Net. Brut. 


sont des produits d’origine ou de production 


i 
(Signatures) 
de Le Secrétaire. 
Commerce 


(Visa Consulaire.) 
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Samples of Tea from England. 


A despatch, dated 16th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, stating that 
he has been informed by the French Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that, with regard to the possible exemption from duty 
of samples of tea forwarded from fingland to France, the French 
Government are not in a position to make any alteration in the 
existing system, and must adhere to the principle laid down in 
Article 16 of the Universal Postal Convention, by which the 
transport by post of goods liable to duty is prohibited. 


GERMANY. 
Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch, dated 31st December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambas- 
sador at Berlin, with reference to the alterations in the “ Official 
Customs List,” which were to come into force on the Ist 
January, 1899. 

The charges, for the greater part, are merely made for sta- 
tistical purposes. ‘They involve, first, the indication of the 
correct duty in cases where there was previously some doubt, 
and secondly, a more minute sub-division under certain heads 
and separation of articles formerly classed together. This 
higher specialisation is supposed to have been arranged in order 
to obtain more accurate information on the trade in certain 
articles for the purposes of the future tariff. This extended 
sub-division has taken place for tanning materiais, musical 
instruments, skins, various chemical products, &c. The follow- 
ing articles are now separately mentioned by name, and are 
clearly marked as free of all duty on importation :—Calcium 
carbide, “ Dulcin,” saccharin, “ Zuckerin” (artificial sweeten- 
ing stuffs), oxide of nickel, cobaltic oxide, preparations: of 
cobalt, salts of cobalt, preparations of bismuth, and salts of 
bismuth. 

With regard to “chronometers,’ the following change is 
made, but it does not, as would appear at first sight, alter the 
duty. It seems that hitherto there has been a doubt as to what 
duty was applicable to chronometers, and it is now distinctly 
laid down that “ ships’ chronometers” are chargeable with a 
duty of 200 marks per 100 icilos. (5/. 1s. 8d. per ewt.), under duty 
No. 20 b8. But when chronometers are in the form of “ pocket 
watches,” they are to be charged duty under the various rates 
laid down for “ pocket watches” (T’aschenuhren). : 

The only material alteration in the whole of these changes is 
the following reduction of duty in the case of the bark of red 
logwood (Rothe Quebrachorinde). Hitherto, unless it were im- 
ported from a country enjoying most-favoured-nation treatment, 
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it has been subject to a duty of 0°50 marks per 100 kilos. (3d. 
per ewt.). But for the future it is, like the bark of white log- 
wood (Weisse Quebrachorinde), to be imported free of all duty. 


Portucat—East Arrica. 
Valuation of Goods assessed ad valorem. 


A despatch, dated 5th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Lourengo Marques, 
enclosing copy and translation of a decree recently published in 
the Government Gazette, showing the method it is proposed 
to adopt in arriving at the values of goods imported when the 
duties are assessed ad valorem, as follows :-— 

The Custom House Department have just put into force the 

regulation of Article 15, of 29th December, 1892. 

-. This refers to ad valorem duties payable on goods imported for 
local purposes. 

1. Original invoices to be produced, failing which a declara- 
tion of value to be given. 

2. In the case of invoices not showing freight, commissions, 
and other charges, the Customs have the right to add on to 
original cost 25 per cent., and the ad valorem will be then cal- 
culated accordingly. 

3. In the event of the Customs not being satisfied as to the 
value of any invoice produced, the merchant or agent shall have 
the option of going to arbitration. 

If the arbiters decide within 10 per cent. of the value declared, 
the Customs will accept the decision, and pay all expenses. 

Should the decision exceed the 10 per cent. allowed, the im- 
porter will have to pay on the amount valued, with an additional 
50 per cent. as a fine, besides all other expenses. Unclaimed 
goods will be advertised as usual, and sold by auction for the 
benefit of whom it may concern. 


SParn. 
Import duties on Coal and Coke. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid,” of the 24th December, 1898, con- 
tains a Royal Decree re-establishing the following import 
duties on coal and coke imported into Spain and the Balearic 
Isles, viz. :— 

Three pesetas per 1,000 kilogs., and 2°50 pesetas per 1,000 
kilogs., according to the first and second tariff respectively. 

The above decree to come into force on the Ist January, 1899. 

The above duty is imposed in lieu of the temporary duty of 
lat pesetas per 1,000 kilogs. levied under the law of 28th June 
ast. 
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Certificates of Origin. 


A despatch, dated 18th December, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a Royal Order published in the “ Gaceta 
de Madrid,” respecting certificates of origin for colonial pro- 
duce (coloniales) imported into Spain from depdts and ports 
in Europe. 

Owing to the loss of the Spanish colonies, many of these 
articles have now to be procured through the European markets. 

It is stated that these regulations are issued to insure the pro- 
ducts of treaty countries enjoying the benefits of the second 
column of the Customs tariff, until definite tariff arrangements 
are entered into with the countries that have hitherto supplied 
Spain with these articles. 

The order is as follows :— 

1. In order to prove the origin of colonial produce (coloniales) 
imported into Spain from depéts and ports in Europe, it will 
be necessary for those interested to present certificates, issued 
by the Custom House of the place of origin in Europe, visé 
by the respective Spanish Consul. In this certificate must be 
specified in detail the number of packages, the marks, the gross 
weight, the class of merchandise, and the country of origin, in 
accordance with the documents in that Custom House. 

2. That, as a matter of equity, and in no way as a precedent, 


the certificates of Mr. Larraniaga be accepted if issued in Ham- 


burg, and legalised by the Spanish Consul. 


Iraty. 
Tariff Decisions. 


The following information with regard to Customs duties 
levied on certain articles on importation into Italy has been 
received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

Methylic alcohol will pay 30 lire per hectolitre, according to 
No. 5 of the tariff. 

Brass fittings for electric lamps are assessed for duty at 75 
lire per quintal under No. 225h. 

Dried leaves, dyed, pay duty as “ flowers, dried, &c., whether 
_ loose or in bunches,” according to No. 352a of the tariff. 

“ Horlich’s malted milk,” a food preparation, will pay 125 
lire per quintal, according to No. 16 of the tariff. 


A liquid, commercially known as “Opal,” will pay duty at- 


the rate of 10 lire per quintal, plus a surtax of 16°02 lire per 
quintal, according to No. 59 of the tariff. 


Tare Regulations. 


According to the official bulletin of the Italian Customs, the 


duty on stove pipes, terra-cotta vessels, majolica, slates, articles 
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of glass or crystal, tiles and china goods, imported without 
cases from countries admitted to most favoured nation treat- 
ment, shall be calculated on the gross weight without the 
addition of 18 per cent, which was fixed by Article 5 of the 
Tare Regulations. The gross weight will be determined accord- 
ing to the second part of Article 3 of those regulations. The 
above does not apply to goods imported from countries not 
admitted to most favoured nation treatment. 


BuLGaRia. 
Exemptions from Import Duty. 


A despatch, dated 28th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, H.M. Minister at Sofia, 
enclosing a list of articles which it has been decided to exempt 
from import duty, during a period of two years, when imported 
for the use of factories enjoying privileges under the law for 
the encouragement of native industries. The articles are as 
follows :— 

Nitric acid, alizarine dyes, aniline dyes, sesqui-carbonate of 
ammoniac, gum arabic, “ Baitz,”’ manganese, brunoline, soft, 
wools, merino, Spanish, &c., gypsum, refuse fat, oak bark, 
tannin, gall nuts, cocoanut oil, oxide of cobalt, coke, rosin, 
cochineal, oxides of copper, red lead, mineral oils for lubricat- 
ing, white lead, black varnish, galls, palm oil, woollen yarns, 
fine (No. 40 and over), sulphur, nitrate of potash, sulphuric acid, 
driers, indigo, chlorhydric acid, oxide of zine, spirits of turpen- 
tine, “ blane fixe,” varnish, phosphorus, walnut veneer, chlorate 
of potash, chromate of potash, fir bark, black lacquer, shellac, 
pig-iron, raw cotton for yarn. 


TuRKEY—CRETE. 


_ Customs Regulations as to articles imported into Turkey 
from Crete. 


With reference to a statement to the effect that the Ottoman 
Customs had refused to accept clearances delivered by the © 
Cretan Customs authorities, and were exacting fresh duties on 
goods transhipped at Crete, and which had paid duty there, 
H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, in a despatch, dated 14th 
December last, states that the Porte h instructed the 
Central Customs authorities to accept the certificates of the 
Cretan Customs authorities, showing that duty had been paid. 

It may be observed that an 8 per cent. duty is levied on all 
goods imported by sea, whether from Ottoman or foreign ports. 
Foreign goods transhipped at an Ottoman port for another 
Ottoman port only pay this duty once—namely, at the port of 
transhipment. It would appear that the Ottoman Customs 
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authorities had desired to treat Crete as a foreign possession, 
charging an import duty on foreign goods which had already 
paid it in Crete on transhipment, and that certain Custom 
Houses had endeavoured to levy duty on goods imported from. 
Crete; yet as Crete is an integral portion of the Ottoman 
Empire, and the Sultan’s sovereign rights there have been 
assured by the Powers, it is not advisable that goods imported 
from thence should be subjected to duty. The course hitherto 
pursued with respect to goods from Crete is, therefore, to be 
followed in future. 


Unrrep States. 
Customs Regulations regarding Tea. 


A despatch, dated November Ist last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir J. Pauncefote, H.M. Ambassador at 
Washington, enclosing three copies of regulations and rulings 
of the United States osu Department respecting tea under 
the Acts of 2nd March, 1897, and 13th June, 1898. 

The above can be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Costa Rica. 
Tariff Modifications and Customs Regulations. 


A despatch, dated 15th November last, has been received at 

the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at San José, Costa Rica, 
reporting the following changes which have been made in the 
Customs duties and port dues of that Republic :— 
By Decree No. 1, dated the 4th November, the duty on all 
oun exported from Punta Arenas, or from any port which may 
hereafter be created a port of entry on the Pacific coast, is 
fixed at $1°50, Costa Rican currency, per ton, on the registered 
tonnage of the vessel, instead of heretofore $1 per ton on the 
amount of wood exported. 

By Decree No. 2, dated the 4th November, all sailing vessels 


entering the port of Punta Arenas will pay 25 cents, Costa Rican. 


currency, per ton on the cargo on board for Costa Rica, instead 
of as heretofore on the registered tonnage of the vessel. 

By Decree No. 3, dated 12th November, the time during 
which fixed and rolling material for the construction of light 
railways on the estates on the Atlantic Railway, for the ex- 
clusive use of those estates, is allowed in free of Customs duties 
and wharfage, is extended to the 28th October, 1900. 

The Consul also transmits the text of a communication ad- 
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dressed by the Secretary of State for Finance, to the Comp- 
troller of Customs, Punta Arenas, revising the regulations for 
the issue of permits to vessels proceeding up the coast to load. 
wood, as follows :— 


“To the Comptroller of Customs, Puntarenas. 


“In order to prevent loss to the Exchequer, which the permits 
granted by you to foreign vessels to proceed to minor ports on 
the coast to load wood may occasion, the Minister of Finance, 
acting under instruction received from the President of the 
Republic, directs that in future you shall abstain from granting 
such permits to sailing vessels or steamers having merchandise 
or any other object on board in transit, it being a necessary 
condition for granting such permits that the said vessels arrive 
in ballast, and proceed in the same condition to the minor ports 
for which they have obtained the corresponding permits. 

“ Before issuing these permits, you will request the captain of 
the port to send a competent person, within 24 hours after the 
permit has been solicited, carefully to inspect the hold and 
other departments of the vessel, to assure himself that there is 
no merchandise on board, and to make an inventory of the pro- 
visions on board, of which you will not allow the vessel to retain 
on board more than the absolutely necessary for sixty days. 

“Whenever you. grant a permit to any foreign vessel to pro- 
ceed to any place on the coast which has not been created a port 
of entry, you will immediately advise the captain of the port, 
the delegate of the Inspector-General of the Exchequer lately 
appointed for your district, and by telegraph the chief of the 
“too yy situated nearest to the point where the vessel is 
bound for. , 

“ (Signed) TrvavE, 
“ Under-Secretary.” 


Brazit. 


Import Duties to be collected in Gold. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a telegram from H.M. Legation at Rio de 
Janeiro, stating that 10 per cent. of the import duties leviable 
in Brazil ma be collected in gold from the 1st January, 1899. 

In a previous despatch from H.M. Legation at Rio de 
Janeiro, dated 21st November last, it was stated that the collec- 
tion of the duties in gold at the then rate of exchange would 
be equivalent to an all-round increase of more than 20 per cent. 


Perv. 
Tariff Modifications. 
A despatch, dated 19th November last, has been received 


Jan.1899.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 73 


from the ie British Consul-General at Lima, transmitting 
copy and translation of a law which was promulgated on the 
llth November by the Peruvian Government, whereby the 
import duties on rice, lard, and crude petroleum are lowered as 
follows :— 

Cleaned Rice-—Two and a half cents of a sol per kilo. 

Rice, in husk.—One and a half cents of a sol, in accordance 
with the law of 31st December, 1888. 

Lard.—Thirteen cents of a sol per kilo., gross weight. 

Crude Petroleum.—One pound for each 26 metric tons. 

These duties shall be leviable, on rice and crude petroleum, 
from Ist January, 1599, and on lard from ist July of the same 
year, 


Suspension of Transit Trade to Bolivia vid Mollendo. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
notification from H.M. Legation at Lima to the effect that 
transit trade through Mollendo has been suspended by order 
of the Bolivian Government, and that their agents at that port 
therefore refuse to grant permits in the usual manner. 


JAPAN. 
Certificates of Origin. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Foreign Office, that in a telegram, dated the 3lst December, 
Sir E. Satow, H.M. Minister at Tokio, reports that a notifica- 
tion appeared in the “ Japanese Gazette” of the 30th December 
to the effect that certificates of origin, issued by Chambers of 
Commerce, will be accepted from places where there is no 
Japanese-paid Consul. 

Sir E. Satow adds that goods not exceeding ten pounds in 
value, and postal parcels, do not require certificates of origin. 


CanaDa. 
New Customs Forms and Regulations. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the High Com- 
missioner for Canada, copies of the following Orders in Council 
and Forms which have recently been passed and adopted for the 
guidance of Customs officers and all whom they may concern, 
viz. :— 

A.—Order in Council, under date 9th September, 1898, re- 
pealing the present forms of certain oaths and declarations in 
relation to invoices and entries from and after the lst January, 
1899, and prescribing new forms in substitution therefor. 

B.—Order in Council, under date 9th September, 1898, dis- 
pensing with the declaration of owner, consignee, or importer 
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of s prescribed in section 46 of the Customs Act. 

—Form of certificate of value to be written, printed, or 
stamped on invoices of merchandise for entry under the general 
tariff, unless in exceptional cases as hereinafter mentioned. 

B (1).—Form of entry for home consumption. 

B (16)—Form of entry for small collections for home con- 
sumption. 

B (21).—Form of entry of post-office packages for home con- 
sumption. 

B (11).—Form of sight entry or bill of sight. 

As will be observed from the Order in Council “ A,” the old 
forms of oaths are repealed from and after the Ist day of 
January, 1899. 

A supply of new forms of entry, with the required oaths 
printed thereon, will be furnished to all ports in due course. 

The certificate of value, form “J,” is prescribed under a 
regulation approved by the Governor in Council, in order to 
secure a just, true, and faithful appraisal of goods. It shall 
apply to goods sold for entry under the General Tariff of Canada, 
and not to goods for entry under the preferential tariff, until 
otherwise ordered, nor to goods the value of which for duty has 
been fixed and determined under the authority of the Customs 
Act of Canada. 

Provided, however, that Collectors of Customs may dispense 
with the production of such certificates on the invoice in the 
following cases :— 

(a) In the case of goods not being merchandise. 
ss (6) In the case of free goods or goods subject to a specific 

uty. 
Models of the above forms and certificates may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SovuTueERN RuHopDEsIA. 


Order in Counci!, 1898. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of the Southern Rhodesia Order in Council as pub- 
lished in the “ London Gazette ” of the 25th November last. 

The above order is divided into parts as follows:—1. Inter- 
pretation and application; 2. Administration and legislation ; 
3. Police; 4. Judicial; 5. Native Administration; 6. Miscel- 
laneous. 

Attention is particularly directed to clause 47 of the order 
which fixes the tariff of the South African Customs Union as 
the superior limit beyond which Customs duties could not be 
levied, though there is no immediate question of the inclusion 
of Southern Rhodesia in the Customs Union. 
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NATAL. 
Customs Convention in Force. 


With reference to a notice on page 702 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal,” for December last, of the passing of a bill by 
the Natal Legislature, to provide for the entry of that colony 
into a South African Customs Union, and to amend the laws 
relating to the Customs, the Board of Trade have now received 
information through the Colonial Office that the Customs Union 
and Customs Duties Act has been proclaimed in Natal, and was 
to come into force in that colony on the 3rd January last. 


MavrirTIvs. 
Customs Regulations. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of an ordinance giving power to the Governor of 
Mauritius to fix the rate of exchange at which the value of 
goods coming from certain countries shall be declared under 
the Customs law. 


XIX.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


Matt Steamsuip SERvicE FRomM Norway To NEWCASTLE. 


A despatch, dated 14th December last, has been received ai 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
reporting that the Bill referring to the rearrangement of the 
mail steamship service from Norway to Newcastle was passed 
on the 12th December by the Storthing, and that the mainten- 
ance of the lines of steamers to Newcastle subsidised by the 
Norwegian Government has been renewed for a period of six 


years, to date from the Ist July, 1899. 


New Harsour Works at OstenpD. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
British Vice-Consul at Ostend on the new harbour works now 
being carried out at that port, partly by the State and partly 
by the municipality. 

The new port will extend inland as far as the suburb of 
Slykens, a distance of about 1,200 metres, with a width varying 
from 110 to 200 metres, and with a depth of from 8 to 10 metres 
alongside the quays. 

A new basin is to be constructed for the use of the Govern- 
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ment vessels (Dover mail boats, &c.), also a dry dock about 100 
metres in length. This dock will be available for merchant 
ships as well as for Government vessels, and it is intended to 
construct a second dock, which, when completed, will be ex- 
clusively for the use of the Government ships. 

There will, in addition, be a basin (entered by a lock) 120 
metres long and 18 metres wide, and which will have a depth 
of not less than 7 metres during 4} hours each tide; this basin 
will be about 1,100 metres long and 90 metres wide for the 
greater part, but widened at the southern end to 250 metres for 
turning ships of great length. 

There will be ample accommodation along the greater part 
of these new works for landing and warehousing merchandise. 
The wharves will be connected with the Belgian railway system. 

The present quay railway station will disappear, and a new 
one suitable to the growing requirements of the passenger 
traffic of Ostend will be constructed. 

The “Strombank,” a sandy bar which extends for 20 kilo- 
metres parallel with and about 2 kilometres distant from the 
Ostend foreshore, has been cut at three points. 

The western passage is 500) metres wide, and not less than 5 
metres deep, 6} metres deep in the middle, at average low 
water spring tides. 

The middle passage is 350 metres wide, and not less than 5 
metres deep, 6} metres deep in the middle, at average low water 
spring tides. 

The eastern passage is 800 metres wide, and not less than 5 
metres deep at low water spring tides. This cutting is specially 
intended to give free course to the tides, and to ensure the 
depth of the anchorage between the “Strombank”’ and the 
coast. 


ESTABLISHMENTS DanGERovs TO HEALTH IN BELGIUM. 


A despatch, dated 3rd December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting 
copy of a Royal Decree, dated the 29th November, and pub- 
lished in the “ Moniteur Belge,” of the 2nd December, adding 
to the list of establishments dangerous to health certain manu- 
factures of paper and cardboard, prepared without the use of 
a and not contained in the Royal Decree of the 31st May, 

‘. 


REGULATIONS CONCERNING ADULTERATED COFFEE IN BELGIUM. 


._, A despateh has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Brussels, containing copy of a Royal. Decree pub- 
lished in the “ Moniteur Belge,” of the 8th December last, re- 
garding the sale of adulterated coffee in Belgium, as follows : — 
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Article 1.—-Coffee may be coloured by the aid of inoffensive 
matter, on condition that the proportion of matter not coffee 
does not exceed 1 per cent. of the total weight. 

Coffee prepared by the addition of inoffensive matter other 
than colouring matter, fatty substances, or sugar, as, for 
example, by the addition of gum lac, may be sold or exposed 
for sale, or conveyed for sale, if it bears a label indicating 
clearly the nature of the substance added, such as, for example, 
“ café laqué”’ (coffee with lac). 

The addition of hydro-carbonates (such as vaseline, paraftin, 
&c.), is considered injurious to health, and is therefore for- 


bidden. 


Tue German Sucar Inpustry 1n 1897-98. 


A memorandum, received at the Foreign Office from the 
Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, states that the 
following statistics on the sugar industry in the German Empire 
have been published :— 

During the working year 1897-8 there were at work 402 sugar 
factories (factories in which the production of beet-sugar was 
carried on), 50 refineries, and 6 independent molasses manufac- 
tories. The total production of these factories in raw sugar was 
1,844,400 tons, as compared with 1,821,223 tons in the working 
year 1896-97. 

The 402 factories consumed 13,697,892 tons of beets, as com- 
pared with 13,721,601 in the previous year. This amount of 
beets was grown on 437,174 hectares of land. The sale price of 
beets varied from 1°58 mark to 2°02 marks per 100 kilos.; the 
average price was 1'73 mark. The yield of beet-crops proved 
to be on an average 31‘3 tons per hectare, or less than in the 
previous year, when it had been 322 tons. But this loss was 
entirely compensated for by the increased sweetness of the beets 
themselves. The work of the refineries had increased con- 


siderably, for, as compared with the previous year, they con- - 


sumed 204,675 tons more. For molasses, there was only a 
small increase of 15,549 tons in the amount worked up. 

The exportation of sugar of Class A was 478,941 tons, or a 
good deal less than that of the previous year, when it had been 
760,657 tons. This is chiefly attributable to the reduced ex- 
ports to the United States. There were exported of sugar of 
Class B, 478,812 tons, as compared with 405,114 in the pre- 
vious year. Of Class C, there were exported 25,116 tons, as 
compared with 21,191 in the preceding year. The exportation 
of the latter two classes, that is to say, of the better-refined 
sugars, has largely increased to Great Britain, and to other 


“ over-sea’”’ countries, especially to Japan and to British India. — 


The inland consumption is estimated to have risen by about 
0°66 kilos. per head of the population. 
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Tue Rise Tue German Impertat Bank Rare. 


A despatch, dated 2nd December last, has been received at 
ihe Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, stating 
that the fact that the rate of discount of the Imperial Bank 
has gradually risen from 5 to 5}, and has now reached the high 
figure of 6 per cent., has been considered in certain quarters as 
a symptom of the probability of a commercial and financial 
crisis. It has, however, been pointed out that the real reason for 
the increase in the rate of discount is to be found in the fact 
that the Bank did not foresee the demands which would be 
made upon it, and had therefore not obtained the necessary 
supply of gold to meet them. The vast amount of gold which 
has recently been required in the United States renders it 
difficult for the Imperial Bank to augment its supply, and it 
has therefore found it necessary to increase the rate of discount 
in order to protect its reserve. 

It is stated that the demands upon the Bank are due to three 
causes. 

1. That many of the German municipalities are improving 
their sanitary arrangements, and require an advance from the 
Bank for the construction of drains and the laying down of 
water pipes, &c. 

2. That mechanical, and more especially electrical enterprise 
has very largely increased, and that, although it is possible that 
there may have been some over-speculation in this respect, the 
Bank has not been able to refuse applications for advances in 
respect of operations which are apparently sound. 

3. That some of the richer agriculturists have withheld the 
sale of their produce, in consequence of the low prices at pre- 
sent prevailing, in the hopes of obtaining better prices here- 
after, und have applied for advances to the Bank. The poorer 
agriculturists, having no other security to offer than their corn, 
have been obliged to sell it at the price it would fetch. 

If the above information should be correct, it would seem 
that the increase of the rate of discount of the Imperial Bank 
is due rather to increasing prosperity than to distress. 


German TRADE WITH PALESTINE. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
at Berlin, a memorandum on the state and prospects of German 
trade with Palestine, founded on a report of the Austrian Con- 
sulate at Jerusalem published in the ‘“‘ Norddeutsche Zeitung,” 
of the 27th November. 

The South Canaanite Plain, including the port and town 
of Gaza, forming one of the most fruitful districts of Palestine, 
offers an unusually remunerative field for commercial enter- 
prise, for on it many kinds of crops flourish; Jaffa and 
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Jerusalem are also provisioned through Gaza, and it would be 
quite possible to establish an exportation of food supplies to 
Kgypt. Gaza has a population of 30,000, and, in its immediate 
district, 50,000. This country would rapidly rise in importance 
if a steamer communication were to be started between Gaza, 
Port Said, and Alexandria, as also between Gaza, Jaffa, and 
Beyrout. This would be materially assisted by the construction 
ot a railway vid Maan, Karak, Madaba, and Es-Salt, to the 
nlready-existing Haura railway in Mazarib, which would again 
open up the ancient and thickly-populated lands on the Kast 
side of the Jordan. The report draws particular attention to 
the development of this district, and points out that the newly- 
founded “German Orient Society” will cause much more 
attention. than hitherto to be devoted to the colonisation of 
Palestine. 

The report concludes by pointing out that many manufac- 
tured articles would already find a ready sale there, especially 
agricultural implements. 


Concessions FoR IN PALESTINE. 


A despatch, dated 23rd December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Beyrout, re- 
porting that, according to information received from Haifa, the 
concession for the Syria Ottoman Railway, from Acre and 
Haifa to Damascus, has been re-secured by the Thames Iron- 
works and Shipbuilding Company, Limited, and the caution 
money has been deposited in the London branch of the Ottoman 
Bank. 

Formal permission has been received by the representatives 
of the company on the spot from the Governor of Acre to com- 
mence operations. 


Tue Siciz1an Sumac TRADE. 


A report, dated 5th December last, has been received from 
H.M. Consul at Palermo, stating that the firm of J. & V. Florio 
has in hand the combination of a “pool” or “corner” in the 
Sicilian sumach trade. 

Nearly all the sumach exporters and sumach grinders 
have accepted the proposals made to them by Messrs. Florio. 

The Sicilian crop is estimated at about 32,000 tons annually, 
and its local value at about 265,000I. 

The immediate result will probably be an increase in the 
market price of this article. 

The contract governing the scheme is for a period of five 
years. By that time Messrs. Florio will have absorbed under 
their marks the various other marks which have so far had a 
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gs name in Sicily, and the owners will have lost their in- 
ividuality. 

This scheme is in combination with another project of the 
same firm to acquire the whole of the Sicilian carrying trade. 
With the control of the principal products in their hands the 
firm hopes to be able to ship the produce in its own vessels. 


AGENTs FOR PayMENT or AvstTriaN Uniriep Dest Coupons... 


A despatch, dated 17th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, stating 
that, by an order of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of 
Finance, which was published in the unofficial part of the 
“Wiener Zeitung,” of the 15th December, it is announced that 
the agencies abroad which have hitherto been authorised to 
obtain for holders of bonds of the Austrian Unified Debt the 
exchange of their coupon vouchers for new coupon sheets, will 
be abolished from the end of the year. From that date bond- 
holders who have not effected the exchange will have to do so 
at their own cost and risk from the Imperial and Royal Caisse 
of the Public Debt through an agent, who must be appointed 
by them in Vienna. 


Raitway Construction Bosnia. 


A despatch, dated November 28th last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Serajevo, re- 
porting that, for the construction of that portion of the Gabella- 
Castelnuovo (Bocche di Cattaro) line of railway, which passes 
through Herzegovinian territory, the Provincial Government 
has been authorised by Imperial Edict to raise a loan of eleven 
million florins, repayable in sixty years. To cover the interest 
and sinking fund of this loan, a to meet any deficit on the 
working expenses of the line, 800,000 florins will be advanced 
yearly, from the date of the opening of the line, to the Bosnian 
Government, out of the Common Funds of the Empire, 
for a period of ten years. After that period, the Bosnian- 
Herzegovinian Government must provide for the pay- 
ment of both interest and sinking fund. The interest on these 
800,000 florins must be paid annually out of the revenue of 
Bosnia and the Herzegovina, whereas the sinking fund will 
only be paid out of the working profits of the line. 

The works on the line in question have already commenced, 

and will be pushed on actively during the coming winter, as 
being the most favourable season in a stony, waterless district, 
where operations cannot be carried on in summer until cisterns 
have been constructed to provide water for the labourers. It is 
hoped that the line will be opened to traffic as far as Gravosa 
and Trebinje in two years. 
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Bret SuGar ReFinery AT SoFIA. 


A despatch, dated 20th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-Géneral at 
‘Sofia, reporting that the sugar refinery in that town was form- 
ally opened on the 10th December. The machinery not being 
yet all in position, only crystallised sugar was produced in 
1898, the output being about 400 tons. 

The beets grown in the ag URN rye proved to be small, 
but rich in saccharine matter. It is said that there is difficulty 
in inducing the Bulgarian peasants to devote to the cultivation 
of them the labour and attention. necessary to produce satis- 
factory results. 


Tur American Potteries Company. 


A despatch, dated 16th December last, has been received at © 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General in New York, 
enclosing copy of extract from an American newspaper, giving 
‘an account of the incorporation of the American Potteries Com- 
pany, with an authorised capital stock of 5,625,000/. The 
stock is to consist of 270,000 shares, one-half of which are to be 
preferred, bearing 7 per cent. interest, and to be cumulative. 
The other half is to be common stock. The preferred stock- 
holders are not to be liable for the debts of the company. The 
company is authorised to buy, sell, or build potteries, manu- 
facture and deal in all kinds of china, clay, earthen and kaolin 
ware, and mine clays and other minerals used in the pottery 
business. The company’s principal office will be in Jersey City. 

It has been stated that the company had options to purchase 
all the potteries in Trenton excepting three, and expected to 
obtain control of those. All but two of the potteries are now 
in operation. It is claimed that 90 per cent. of the potteries 
of the country will be absorbed, including the Trenton Potteries 
Company, the sanitary syndicate organised six years ago. 


REGULATIONS FOR THE TRADE In Catcrum CARBIDE IN 
New York. 


A despatch, dated 16th December, 1898, has been received 
al the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at New York, 
transmitting a newspaper extract showing the steps which have 
been taken to regulate the trade in calcium carbide in that 
city. This substance, from which acetylene gas is made, has 
cnly revere 4 been introduced, but now is stored in. many 
sporting-goods and bicycle stores, and also in some large 
dry-goods houses, since the coming of the gas bicycle- 
lamp. The acetylene gas is generated by the contact of water 
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with the carbide. In case of a fire in a store containing a 
quantity of the carbide, the water thrown by the firemen would 
quickly generate gas and cause an explosion. 

According to the new rules, all calcium carbide in transit 
through the city and on storage must be enclosed in hermeti- 
cally-sealed iron receptacles, and plainly marked “calcium car- 
bide, dangerous if not kept dry.” No single package must 
exceed 100 pounds. As to the sale of the carbide, not more 
than twenty pounds, either in bulk or in cartridges, can be 
stored or vat in any building used for dwelling or mercantile 
purposes, and this amount can only be kept on a permit obtained 
from the Fire Department. This permit will provide that all 
quantities in excess of two pounds shall be in tight, metal 
packages, and kept elevated at least six inches from the floor, 
in a fire-proof safe located above the street grade. The manu- 
facture, transportation, storage, sale or use of liquefied acetylene 
is absolutely prohibited within the limits of greater New York. 
Provisions are made for the storage of calcium carbide in sealed 
receptacles in quantities not exceeding 100 pounds in isolated 
buildings of fire-proof construction, and the storage must be 
with a permit from the Fire Department, and the entire 
quantity stored not exceeding 500 pounds in the aggregate. 


Axvren Laws or THE UNITED STATES. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Chicago, forwarding copies of the laws relating 
to alien immigration in the States of Montana, Iowa, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and South Dakota. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


British versus AMERICAN TRADE IN THE HawalrtAN ISLANDs. 


The following particulars concerning competition with British 
trade in the Hawaiian Islands are extracted from a recent 
report by the Acting British Consul-General at that place :—- 

British manufacturers, as compared with American, are 
heavily handicapped with regard to the Hawaiian Islands, by 
distance, heavy freight, and a tariff varying from 10 to 25 
per cent. 

Most American goods come into the country free of duty 
under the reciprocity treaty; America is a nearer source of 
supply, and transport costs less than from Europe, the competi- 
tion between American railroads and steamers producing ex- 
ceptionally low rates; American goods are more suited to the 
requirements of this market, and are cheaper, owing, it is said, 
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to a large extent to the facility with which natural gas is now 
used in some of the American manufacturing centres. 

For these reasons the trade in American goods is increasing 
at a much more rapid rate than that in European goods. 

The following articles are still imported into the islands from 
Europe :— 

Sean, crockery, corrugated iron, oils, paints, bags (although 
most of these now come from India), tin-plates, twine, jute 
manufactures, fire-bricks, and brushes of certain kinds. 

The following classes of goods, which were formerly imported 
from Europe, now come exclusively from the United States :— 

Most glassware, tools and implements, nails, furniture, water- 
pipes, handles, shovels, rails, saucepans, woodware, files, &c. 

One of the chief reasons for the transfer to the United States 
of this trade is that the English manufacturers are slow to 
adopt the light styles and new shapes that are in demand in 
this market. 

One of the attractive features of the American trade lies in 
the cheapness of the packing cases, which are very frequently 
not charged for, whereas the charge for cases of English goods 
is extremely high. 

All quotations on American cottons include free poking and 
casing, and the wood compares more than favourably with that 
used in the Manchester, Glasgow, and London packing. A 
simple feature of the American casing, and one that might be 
imitated with advantage, is that all the boards in the cases are 
tongued and grooved. This not only renders the cases tight 
and racine g but adds very materially to their strength, and 
greatly assists the proper carrying of the goods. 

In the better class of printed goods, the British manufacturers 
still more than hold their own, but in this class of goods the 
American manufacturer is also making rapid strides in the 
direction, however, of competition with French rather than 
English printers. 

American manufacturers produce a light ground print in 
good designs at from 2} cents to 3 cents a yard, the cloth being 
light in weight, but also pure in finish, and, consequently, soft 
and suitable for wear in a sub-tropical climate. The fact that 
this print can be worn without first being washed, adds greatly 
to its selling quality, and the Manchester cloth of the same 
width (24 to 26 inches) being heavily dressed, is unable to 
compete with the purer American cloth. 

There is a large sale'for dark ground 25-inch prints, costing 
in New York from 3} cents to 4 cents a yard. In designs, 
colourings and finish these are much superior to the British- 
made article at the same price. In fact, prints under 4 cents a 
yard from Great Britain have been driven out of this market 
by the American article, which, in addition to being better 
fitted for the market, is aided by a cheap rate of freight and by 
a 10 per cent. tariff in its favour. 


86 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [Jan. 1899, 


In the above remarks stress is laid upon the importance of 
cheap and attractive packing as a factor in the sale of a large 
class of imports, and it would appear that British manufac- 
turers are sadly deficient in this respect as compared with their 
American competitors. If the former could only be induced to 
devote a little skilled attention and thought to their methods 
of preparing goods for foreign. markets, much of the serious 
objection which now exists to the handling of British goods 
would disappear. As an illustration of this it will be sufficient 
to mention one instance. Until within a few years ago, all the 
undershirts imported into the islands were a, man Great 
Britain; now fully two-thirds of these articles are bought in 
the United States, and this simply as a result of the American. 
copying the British manufacturer in his goods, but improving 
upon him in his method of boxing and packing them. a. 

The maker should remember that the foreign merchant has 
not at his command the trained and drilled assistance available 
in the home trade, and that therefore he must have his goods 
prepared for sale in such a manner that they will largely “take 
care of themselves.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,193.) 


Tue Panama Rarrroap. 


H.M. Consul at Panama, in a report to the Foreign Office 
(Annual Series, 2,188), states that, generally speaking, the 
Panama railroad has yielded quite satisfactory results during 
1897, although the net profits—owing to increased expenditure 
without a correspondingly large increase in earnings—were 
fully 33 per cent. below the average for the past five years, and 
about 25 per cent. under 1896. To the reason assigned for this 
decline must be added the ereation of two steamer reserve funds 
which swallowed up a large portion of profit, and the appearance 
of yellow fever about the middle of the year, which diverted a 
considerable amount of first-class passenger traffic elsewhere. 

In like manner, as during the previous five years, no dividend 
has been allotted to stockholders, the profits which represent 
some 6 per cent. upon the nominal capital, being carried for- 
ward to meet approaching liabilities in connection with La 
Boca terminus and wharf, for the value of which (277,800/.*) 
only 7,227/. has, as yet, been paid in cash. 

The outstanding balance of the 1,000,000/. 7 per cent. mort- 
gage bond of 1867, matured and was redeemed on 10th October, 
1897, settlement having been effected from a reserve fund 
created for the purpose, and by the issue on 15th September, of 
a 4} per cent. 20 year first mortgage of 400,000/. (the authorised 
issue being 800,000/.) which now constitutes the sole indebted- 


ness of the company. 
Analysing the gross earnings, we find that these, which aggre- 


* Exchange calculated at par. 
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gate 460,141/., or 3°36 per cent. in excess of 1896, arise to the 
extent of 134,097/. from the steamship branch, 77,656/. from 
real estate and miscellaneous sources, and 248,388/. from the 
railroad 

The following table shows the amount of freight carried across 
the isthmus by the railway from the Pacific to the Atlantic, and 
vice versd, during the years 1896 and 1897 :— 


From the Atlantic From the Pacific to the 
to the Pacific. Atlantic. 
Year. 
From Europe] From New | From all From all 
for all York for all} sources for | sources for 
Destinations. |Destinations.| Europe. | New York. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1896 ... 92,137 51,417 56,071 33,701 
1897 ... ove]. 53,564 69,637 40,290 
Difference... -14,584 2,147 13,566 6,589 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Increase or decrease ....— 15°82 + £17 + 2419 + 19°55 


_ Finally, the total number of passengers conveyed across the 
isthmus by the railway in 1897 was 109,924, as compared with 
103,757 in. 1896, 63,089 in 1895, and 44,805 in 1894. 


New S.S. Service BETWEEN Panama AND CENTRAL 
AMERICAN Ports. 


A despatch, dated 23rd November last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Panama, stating that 
the extension of the service of the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company (British) and Compafiia Sud Americana de Vapores 

. (Chilian), from Panama to Central American ports, was to 
commence on the 20th December, 1898. 

The service is to be weekly, the steamer leaving Panama on 
each Tuesday, and the most northern port of call, will be, for 
the present, Ocos, in Guatemala. With the inauguration ot this 
line, the British company will have a continuous steamer service 
all the way from Liverpool to Guatemala, vid the Straits of 
Magellan. 

The question with the Panama Railroad Company as to 
equality of rates is still pending in the Supreme Court at 
Bogota, but a decision may be expected shortly. Meanwhile, 
until arrangements are concluded with the railway company, 
the cargo for Europe will be carried vid the Straits of Magellan 
—the voyage to last eight weeks, three weeks’ less time than is 
now taken by the Kosmos line (German) over the same route. 
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EsTaBLISHMENT OF GoLp CuRRENCY IN Ecuapor. 


A despatch, dated 12th November last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Guayaquil, reporting 
that a gold standard law has passed both Houses of Congress, 
assembled at Quito, which fixes the value of the Ecuadorian 
sucre at 24 pence, or ten sucres to the pound sterling, to come 
into force in two years. A gold piece of equal value to the 
English sovereign is to be coined for circulation in Ecuador. 


Tue SramesE Teak TRADE. 


In a report by the British Vice-Consul at Bangkok, for the 
year 1897, it is stated that teak is the second largest item of 
Siamese export (rice being the first). In 1897, according to the 
customs returns, 38,767 tons, valued at 284,012/., were ex- 
ported. The Customs returns are, however, misleading in this 
item, and it would seem, from information received from a 
private source, that 44,171 tons, of a value of 230,144/., are 
more correct figures. The turnover in teak depends on the rain- 
fall, and if the small streams in the north of Siam, where the 
timber is grown and cut, are not sufficiently flooded to carry 
down the timber which is dragged into the beds, then the sea- 
son is a poor one. This was the case in 1897. The rainfall was 
short, and only 31,000 logs, just about half the average of the 
two preceding seasons, came down to Bangkok. 

The failure of this floating season, however, affects in a 
greater degree the export for 1898 than that for 1897, the 
period now under consideration, as the export for 1897 is 
derived from timber floated down in 1896. But the small out- 
put of 1897 has had also an effect on the 1897 exports, as 
shippers, finding the floating season of 1897 likely to be short, 
kept back timber which might otherwise have been forth- 
with shipped. 

The following is a summary of the quantity and value of 
timber shipped to different ports during the year 1897 :— 


Destination. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. 

Europe 17,820 124,740 
Bombay... 10,224 40,896 
Hong Kong... 5,944 23,776 
Singapore ... 4,838 19,352 
Calcutta 2,906 11,624 
Saigon ose 1,701 6,804 
Shanghai ... 365 1,460 
Colombo ... 232 928 
Other ports... 141 564 
Total 44,171 239,144 
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As compared with the previous year, there is a falling-off in 
exports to Europe of 1,000 tons, Bombay 1,300 tons, and Hong- 
Kong 5,000 tons, while an increase of consumption is shown in 
Singapore of 1,500 tons, Saigon 1,200 tons, and Calcutta 800 
tons. The value may be set down at $70 (7/.) f.0.b. per ton of 
50 cubic feet for European quality, and $40 (4/.) for shipments 
elsewhere. (Foreign Ofiice, Annual Series, 2,190.) 


GrerMAN TEXTILE FAcTORIES IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office, 
through H.M. Embassy at Berlin, stating that it is reported in 
the German Press that efforts are being made by a German 
resident in the Transvaal to obtain technical workers in 
textile fabrics from Germany for the textile factories 
which are to be erected in the South African Republic. 
‘It is said that this German resident has obtained from the 
Government of the Transvaal a concession, for the space of 
thirty years, to put up factories for making woollen goods on 
German patterns, which factories are to supply the whole local 
consumption, and are to be secured in their business by levying 
certain protective duties on imports of woollen articles. 

It is also said that the requisite supply of wool is to be 
obtained in the country, and that the wool-growers are ready to 
take a financial share in this undertaking. The Government 
has, it appears, already handed over, free of all cost, the neces- 
sarv land for the erection of the first factory. 

If this report is true, this concession will be of very great 
value to the Germans. 


Export or TransvaaL 1n Frencu STEAMERS. 


A despatch, dated 5th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Lourengo Marques, in 
which it is reported that the steamship “Paraguay,” of the 
Chargeurs Réunis of Havre, sailing from Lourengo Marques, a 
shipment has been made of Transvaal gold of the value of 
240,000/., the exporter of the gold being “la Banque Frangaise 
de 1’Afrique du Sud.” 

It is probable that should the shipment be successful, a con- 
siderable amount of gold will in future be sent through 
Lourengo Marques to the Continent. 

The advantages to shippers are said to be a much lower rail- 
way freight, the saving of London brokers’ charges, and the 
employment of French vessels. 

On the other hand, the transport of the gold entails much 
trouble, as there are no proper safes on the Transvaal or Portu- 
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guese railways, and, moreover, at least four weeks must elapse 
from the date of despatch from Johannesburg to that of arrival 
in Havre. 


XX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SvEz CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables 
showing that the total number of vessels passing through the 
Canal in the month of September last was 270, of a gross ton- 
nage of 985,249 tons. 

Of these 270 vessels, 171 were British, with a gross tonnage 
of 633,894 tons; 25 German, 94,384 tons; 20 French, 73,250 
ions; 14 Dutch, 37,886 tons; 5 Japanese, 29,175 tons; 5 
_ Russian, 22969 tons; 6 Austro-Hungarian, 21,135 tons; 6 
Italian, 15,297 tons; 10 Ottoman, 13,689 tons; 5 Norwegian, 

13,362 tons; 2 Spanish, 9,370 tons; and 1 Egyptian, 838 tons. 


Joint Stock Companres 1N Britisyu 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, 
statistics relating to joint stock companies in British India, 
showing that the number of such companies, and the capital in- 
vested in them, stood as follows at the end of each of the last 
four years :— 


-—— 1894-95. 1895-96. | 1896-97. 1897-98, 
Number of companies ... tbe 1,204 1,309 1,596 1,572 
Nominal capital, Rx. ... .»-| 38,158,518 | 41,891,447 | 49,562,286 | 50,139,637 
Paid-up capital Rx. ... «..| 27,668,773 } 29,387,279 | 31,156,559 | 33,123,322 


There was a slight decrease in the year of 24 in the number 
of companies, being at the rate of 1°5 per cent., and a slight 
increase of Rx. 577,351 in the nominal capital, being at the rate 
~ of 116 per cent; the increase in paid-up capital was 
Rx. 1,966,763, being at the rate of 6°31 per cent. 

The following table shows the number of companies and the 
amount of paid-up capital in each of the provinces in the last 
two years :— 


| 
| 
| 
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Number of Paid-up capital Increase | Provincial 
Companies. in Rx. or de- ne of 
Province. capital to all 
| capital in — 
1896-7.| 1897-8.| 1896-7. 1897-8, | 1897-8. 


Bengal TRL 666 {13,929,760 |14,112,025 | +1°31 42°60 
12,535,807 |13,824,361 | +10-28 41°74 
Madras 307 | 2,049,322 | 2,439,182 | +19-02 7:36 
North-Western Pro- 65 68 | 1,198,020 | 1,277,680 +6°65 3°86 

vinces and Oudh 
Panjab 39 549,824 588,727 1:78 


fo) 
B 
Ss 
4 
wo 


Burma.. 17 195,667 177,105 | ~—9-49 

Central Provinces a oe 10 255,013 262,084 | +2°77 ‘79 

Assam .. 2 2 2,159 2,185 +1°20 

My sore 100 362,776 343, 766 | —5°24 1-0t 

Hyderabad Assigned 3 4 2,991 14,366 | +380°31 “O4 
districts 

Ajmere-Merwara ... 8 10 75,720 81,891 25 


Total ... 1,596 [1,572 [31,156,559 (33,123,322 | +631] 100°00 


The total net increase in paid-up capital was Rx. 1,966,763 ; 
in Bombay, Rx. 1,289,054; in Bengal, Rx. 182,265; and in 
Madras, Rx. 389,810. Bombay and engal between them have 
$4 per cent. of the whole paid-up capital. 

In the resolution reviewing the reports for 1896-97, the 
Government of India invited the attention of the local Govern- 
ments to the necessity of enforcing all the requirements of the 
law in the case of such companies. Special reports on their 
working have been received from the Governments of Madras 
and Bombay and Bengal, and the question whether it is neces- 
sary to legislate for the protection of shareholders and members 
of mutual benefit societies is now under consideration. 

The following table shows the distribution of the paid-up 
capital in the principal classes of joint stock enterprise in the 
years 1896-97 and 1897-98. 


Paid-up Capital. 
Companies. 
1896-97 1897-98 
Rx. ; Rx. 
Banking, Loan, and Insurance ... we 4,270,759 4,409,667 
Mills Presses 14,879,688 16,279,603 
Tea and other Planting Companies ae 3,740,839 8,345,568 
Mining and quarrying... ove ose 1,857,162 1,977,591 
Ice manufacture... vel 162,224 164,206 
Sugar manufacture... 230,236 253,599 
Breweries... bas 170,000 170,034 
Total of all Companies... 31,156,559 33,123,322 
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Tue Seatrnc Inpvustry. 


The “Monetary Times” of Toronto states that, as usual, the 
sealing industry of Canada attracts more than ordinary atten- 
iion. The sealers of the Victoria fleet have completed their 
season’s work, and are now at home. A year ago 65 vessels left 
port for the sealing grounds to the west and north, and brought 
back 30,410 skins. The prospects at the beginning of the pre- 
sent year were so poor that only 35 vessels left Victoria bent on 
sealing. They, however, secured almost as many animals as 
the fieet of the previous year, taking 27,865 seals. The greater 
number of these vessels, 28 of them, went to the Behring Sea, 
and it is here that the bulk of the catch was made. Few of the 
Canadian vessels now course the Pacific, and the catch of the 
Orient is left almost entirely to the Japanese. 

To gain an idea of the importance of the sealing industry, it 
should be stated that during last season it gave employment to 
mbout 300 white: men and 750 Siwash Indians — not 
including those who hunted individually off the coast. Last 
year there were 65 schooners engaged, with a total tonnage of 
4,292 tons, and valued at $614,500. Eight hundred and seven 
whites were employed and nine hundred and three Indians, 
some $359,000 being paid in wages. The cost of outfitting 
during the three years preceding this season averaged $135,000. 
The value of the skins taken averaged $750,000 per annum, of 
which $500,000 was the product of the Behring Sea. 

The highest catch made by the fleet within the past ten years 
was made in 1894, when 59 schooners brought in 94,474 skins. 
The catches since 1890 have been as follows :— 


Skins. 
1890—29 schooners ... 54,853 
18938—55 an ig 68,231 


When it is considered that so few vessels were engaged in 
sealing this year, the catch must be considered very satisfactory. 


Tue Ipvustriat Activity or NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The industrial activity of Newfoundland is, according to an 
article in a Toronto journal, very marked. In the production 
of minerals, especially, there is a marked development. The 
oldest copper mine on the island, that at Tilt Cove, is more 


f 
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active and more productive than ever. At Little Bay, which 
was supposed to be exhausted, a new copper vein, nine feet in 
width, has been discovered, which is now worked by a London 
company. On the west coast, at York Harbour, Bay of Islands, 
there is also a discovery of copper, which promises well. The 
search for copper is actively carried on at the present time. 
Prospecting parties have been at work in Labrador also. 

As to iron, a correspondent says there will have been 100,000 
tons shipped, by the end of 1898, from the iron mine 
at Belle Isle, which quantity is more than double that of 
1897. The shipping of ore from the new iron mine at Bay de 
Verde is expected to commence by May next. Shafts are being 
sunk, and a railway to the port of Old Pelican is under con- 
struction. A syndicate, among whom are stated to be some 
English ironmasters, have leased this valuable mine, and will 
work it on a large scale. The vein is sixteen miles in length, 
and is estimated by experts to contain forty million tons of the 
finest quality, equal to that of Lake Superior. In the same 
peninsula, half a dozen more veins of iron ore have been dis- 
covered, and now await development. At Grote’s Point, too, 
new discoveries are announced. 

* Decided increase is shown in the aggregate export of minerals 
from Newfoundland, for the year ending 30th June, 1898. This 
includes copper ore, 38,915 tons to the United Kingdom ; copper 
ore, 17,801 tons to the United States; copper regulus, 9,616 
tons to the United Kingdom; finis, 970 tons to the United 
Kingdom ; iron pyrites, 15,724 tons to the States; manganese, 
1,500 tons to the United States; arsenical pyrites, 125 
tons to the United States; iron ore, 44,627 tons to dif- 
ferent places. The wood pulp manufactory will be in work 
next year. Meanwhile the fishery has been good. The price 
of fish has advanced, and there is a prospect of a still further 
rise. The French catch is decidedly short, also the Norwegian. 


Tue Surppinc TRADE oF THE St. LAWRENCE. 


The “Monetary Times” (Toronto) states that the shipping 
season of the St. Lawrence ports for 1898 was extensive. In 
1897 there entered the port of Montreal 479 vessels with an 
aggregate tonnage of 1,054,225; in 1898 there arrived 516 
vessels, with the tonnage of 1,212,747. It will be readily seen 
that the gain in tonnage is proportionally much greater than 
the gain in the number of vessels entering the port. 

The coastwise steamers in Montreal harbour also show a sub- 
stantial increase, both in vessels and tonnage. In 1897 there 
arrived 300 vessels, while in 1898 330 arrived. The ton- 
nage for 1897 was 317,000 tons, and in 1898 345,800, being an, 
increase of 28,000 tons. 

Both imports and exports from Montreal show a marked 
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increase. That of the former is indicated by the Customs 
returns. The Customs receipts at Montreal from the Ist of May 
to the close of navigation in 1897 were 772,570I., while 
during the same period of 1898 they were 1,008,890/., an in- 
crease of over 230,000/. in less than seven months. Ali the 
St. Lawrence ports, with the exception of Quebec, show an 
increase in the imports of coal, Montreal, Sorel, Three Rivers, - 
and Quebec taking 932,793 tons, as against 896,157 tons 
in 1897. There was an extraordinary movement for ex- 
port from Montreal, as is to be gathered from the following 


table :— 


1898. 1897. 

Wheat ... poe bushels 8,933,393 7,027,058 
Poms 1,640,466 1,865,533 
Oats 6,801,239 2,631,785 
Barley ... 320,297 247,148 
Rye 969,943 361,627 
Flour... barrels 856,312 772,124 
Meal _.. ” 34,171 40,014 
=== ” 2,757 585 
44,675 85,023 
Meats... packages 136,261 228,752 

cases 186,173 141,853 
Hams (bacon) ae boxes 12,484 8,123 
Apples ... i. barrels 385,475 725,016 
Cheese boxes 1,888,785 2,102,985 
Butter packages 278,922 225,268 


The decreased movement of peas, meal, lard, meats, cheese, 
and apples is more than made up in the increase in other 
Canadian staple products. 


REVENVE Returns or Care Couony. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General 
for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape 
of Good Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that 
the total unaudited revenue, including railway receipts, in the 
month of October last, was 560,138/., as compared with 602,493. 
in 1897. 

For the four months, July—October, 1898, it amounted to 
2,163,083/., as compared with 2,281,045/. in 1897. 


Tue Rattway (Ruopesta). 


The “South African Trade Journal” states that the work 
done on the Beira Railway extension now shows 132 miles of 
earthworks and 64 miles of railway laid on the Salisbury side 
of Umtali. Bridge work is also being rapidly pushed forward. 


{ 
~ 


Jan. 1899.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 95 


It was stated a few days ago that further work on the line had’ 
been suspended for a year, but this has been emphatically 
denied by the Cape Town representative of the contractors. 


New Rattway THE CRIMEA. 


The “ Rassegna Italiana,” organ of the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce in Constantinople, states that the Czar has sanctioned 
the construction of a railway to connect Yalta, on the southern 
coast of the Crimea, with existing lines. The new line will 
start from Yalta, which has hitherto been more or less difficult 
of access, and pass by Massandra and Kurtio Koia, at one point 
attaining a height of 1,500 feet. 


OprENING FoR Britisu TRADERS IN SIBERIA. 


A correspondent of the “London and China Telegraph” 
writes from Blagovestchensk as follows :— 

“A German firm have one of the largest establishments— 
perhaps the largest—in the town. Their premises consist of a 
handsome building of brick, arranged and painted so as to look 
like stone, occupying a corner where the main street and a cross 
street enter the principal square, with lofty show rooms, and 
electric light within and without. It is like most shops of any 
importance in Siberia—a general shop where groceries and 
stationery, clothes and machinery, and all manner of other 
goods may be bought. 

“They do business wholesale as well as retail. The same firm 
have a depét in the next province westwards, at Strelensk; and 
at Vladivostock their establishment is, it is said, even larger 
than what they have here. In the same chief square is a large 
Russian shop of the same kind, and, not far off, a French firm 
carry on a retail business with special strength in perfumery, 
French preserves, and ladies’ hats. It appears strange that no 
Englishman should make an attempt in such a fast-growing 
city of some 50,000 inhabitants as Blagovestchensk, with a 
frontage to the Amur of six or seven miles, another river (the 
Zega) as its eastern side—a city which is beginning to turn the 
wooden buildings in its splendidly broad streets into brick, if 
not into stone. In Central Siberia—it is technically ‘ eastern,’ 
but is 1,500 miles west of Blagovestchensk, as the crow flies— 
a Mr. Popman has made a bold and successful effort at Krasno- 
yarsk. I believe that there is no British Consul in Siberia, not 
even in Vladivostock, to report on trade matters.” 


Higuer Epvcation 1n Saxony. 


The United States Consul at Chemnitz has recently for- 
warded to his Government a report upon the “further develop- 
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ing” schools of Saxony. With a population of 3,783,014, the 
kingdom has 1,953 of these schools, with 75,358 boys and 1,699: 
girls in attendance. Besides these, there are 39 higher indus- 
trial schools, with 10,660 scholars; 112 industrial technical 
schools, with 10,119 scholars; 44 commercial schools, with 
4,781 scholars; 11 agricultural schools, with 691 scholars; 7 
schools of all kinds of work for girls, with 1,569 scholars, and 
18 technical schools for girls, with 2,445 scholars. Saxony’s 
wonderful wealth, her industrial greatness, and the fact that 
she sends out to other parts of the world vast quantities of all 
kinds of wares, toys, textiles, tools, and machines, attest the 
importance of these schools. To explain just what is meant by 
the term “further developing,’ the Consul adds that the 
system of common school education under which boys and girls 
were given an ordinary training up to their fourteenth year was 
found inadequate. Compulsory education was established for 
children of the common schools. The hours of attendance are 
early in the morning or a certain number of afternoons each 
week. Manufacturers, merchants, &c., are made responsible 
for the attendance of the boys in their employ, and the latter 
make a special study of the trade in which they are occupied. 


Wotves In FRANCE. 


The following table, taken from the bulletin of the French 
Ministry of Agriculture, shows the total number of wolves killed 
in France, and the amount of the bounties paid by the Govern- 
ment in the years 1883, 1887, 1891, and 1893-1897 :— 


Wolves Bounties 
Tene. destroyed. paid. 
No. 

1894 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 245 692, 


Exports or AMERICAN OATMEAL. 


The “Manufacturer” notes that, since 1894, the exports of 
oatmeal from the United States have increased nearly ninefold. 
Previous to that time the exports of this product were extremely 
variable, ranging between 4,000,000 pounds in 1888 and 
25,000,000 pounds in 1890, with an average for the six years 
from 1888 to 1893 of a little over 12,000,000 pounds. The fol- 
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lowing table shows the rapid and steady growth of this class 
of exports since that time, both in quantity and value :— 


Year ending June 30. Quantity. Value. 
Ibs. 
1895... oe 20,499,253 118,000 
1896... ove 33,592,504 195,700 


For the nine months of the calendar year 1898 the figures 
are 60,254,476 pounds, valued at 262,000/., against 36,628,748 
pounds, valued: at 155,500/. for the corresponding period of 
1897. Of the oatmeal exported in the fiscal year 1897 about 
seven-tenths went to the United Kingdom, about two-tenths to 
the Netherlands, while the remaining tenth went to German 
and other European countries, to Canada, and the Britis 
colonies in the West Indies and in Africa. 


Tue American Locomotive InpustrRY. 


The Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia, according 
ito the “Tron Age,” are now busy upon contracts for 150 loco- 
motives for various railroads and corporations in the United 
States and abroad, besides an order just booked for 10 engines 
for India. The foreign orders now in hand include four loco- 
motives for Barbados, West Indies, four for Brazil, and others 
for Hawaii, Australia, and Mexico. 


Tue User or Caves on Muppy Roaps. 


The use of crude oil for laying dust on railroads has, accord- 
ing to the ““ Manufacturer,” ceased to be a novelty. A new use 
for this product is that described at a recent good roads con- 
vention in St. Louis, by an engineer from Iowa. Having heard 
that a liberal use of oil on muddy roads would have the effect 
of keeping them dry, he decided to experiment on this line. 
He began vsing the oil on the muddy roads near his home, and 
has succeeded in keeping them in such good condition that they 
have attracted wide attention. He has found that a barrel of 
crude oil is sufficient for a strip of road 100 feet long and 12 feet 
wide. - It appears that the ground becomes compact where it is 
sprinkled with the oil, and presents a hard, firm surface. The 
oil-soaked earth sheds the water, and, of course, there can be no 
mud. 
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Caravan TRADE BETWEEN ErITHREA AND ABYSSINIA. 


The following table, based on official returns published in the 
** Bollettino di Notizie Commerciale,” shows the value of the 
caravan trade between the Italian colony of Erithrea (Mas- 
sowah) and Abyssinia for the three months ended 30th Sep- 
tember, 1898 :— 


Three months ended 
3(th Sept., 1898. 
& 
Imports into Erithrea from Abyssinia ... 4,698 
Exports from Erithrea to Abyssinia 6,979 


The values for the three months ended 31st March, 1898, 
were: Imports, 9,021/.; exports, 3,122/. 


ForEIGNERS IN CHINESE TREATY Ports. 


The “Indian and Eastern Engineer” states that, according 
to Chinese statistics lately published, the number of foreigners 
settled in the Chinese eg 4 ports at the end of last year was 
11,667, against 10,855 at the end of 1896, and 10,091 at the 
end of 1895; and the number of commercial firms established 
in these ports was 636, against 672 at the end of the year 1896 
—an increase, therefore, when compared with the end of 1896, 
of 812 foreign settlers and a decrease of 36 firms. Great 

- Britain, it will be seen from the table below, stands first on the 
list, both as regards the number of settlers and the number of 
firms. The following are the figures as published :— 


Firms. | Settlers. 
Nationality. 
1897, 1896. 1897. 1896.. 

British 374 363 4,929 4,362 
German 104 99 950 870 
American 32 40 1,564 1,439 
French 29 29 698 933 
Dutch 6 4 81 69 
Danish ... 4 4 4 147 146 
Spanish on a 5 4 362 410 
Swedish and Norwegian 3 3 439 407 
Russian oes wes 12 14 116 125 
Austrian 6 + 106 74 
Belgian 4 5 68 72 
Italian .. 5 5 120 138 

* Japanese 44 87 1,106 852 
{e Portuguese... 8 6 75 871 
Not under treaties a 5 6 87 
Total 636 672 11,667 10,855 
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XXI.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bristol_—At the ordinary monthly meeting of this Chamber, 
Mr. J. Holman, president, in the chair, it was resolved that 
the following resolution should appear in the name of. the 
Bristol Chamber, in reply to a circular letter from the execu- 
tive of the Associated Chambers of Commerce :—Procedure of 
resolutions: Whereas certain legislation and reforms of pro- 
cedure are nagentty needed by the commercial community, and 
the passing of a great number of resolutions has little practical 
influence on the action of the Government or effect upon legis- 
lation, but rather tends to waste time and-dissipate energy, be 
it resolved—“ That immediately after receipt of notice of 
motions the Council of the Associated Chambers take steps to 
discover the resolutions, not exceeding three in number, which 
are supported by the greatest number of individual Chambers. 
That such resolutions be officially adopted by the council, and 
placed first upon the agenda at the meeting of Associated 
Chambers in order of precedence settled by the vote of in- 
dividual Chambers. That the best efforts of the council be used 
to carry official resolutions into practical effect, and thata special 
report upon the subject be sent to each Chamber when the next 
vote upon precedence of resolutions falls due.” It was further 
resolved that the following should be placed n the official pro- 
gramme of the Associated Chambers :—‘“‘In view of the time 
wasted in teaching a system of weights and measures which, 
according to the First Lord of the Treasury, is arbitrary, per- 
verse, and utterly irrational, and in the opinion of Her Majesty’s 
Consuls, is responsible for great injury to British trade, this 
association urges the Government to make the metric system 
compulsory at an early date, and meanwhile to adopt it in all 
Government departments.” 

Other matters referred to were distinctive coloured envelopes 
for private telegrams, commercial education, trade with Spanish 
West Indies and China, &c. 

Dundee—A meeting of this Chamber was held on 28th 
December last, Mr. J. C. Methuen, president, in the chair. 

In the course of an address, the Chairman, reviewing the 
trade of the past year, said that during that period the local 
linen trade had had the advantage of a liberal supply of raw 
material of exceptionally good quality. The importations of 


flax, tow, and codilla amounted to 25,000 tons, contrasted with . 


21,000 tons in 1897. The present range of prices was lower than 
at any previous time. They had now completed the fifth year 
in which the imports of jute had been on a liberal scale, averag- 
ing for these years 241,000 tons. In the latter half of the pre- 
sent year, however, a decided change of conditions had taken 
place. They had now entered on what appeared to be a season 
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of short supply, and unless all present indications as to the 
extent of 1898-99 crop should prove to be at fault, the importa- 
tion in 1899 would show a large falling-off. Already the Cal- 
cutta Custom House entries for this season showed a shortage 
as compared with last of 813,000 bales (145,178 tons). As 
compared with the short crop of 1891-92, when the total ship- 
ments were 294,000 tons—not much over one-half of the average 
shipments of the last five seasons-—that year’s entries to the end 
of November were even less than in 1891-92. The quality of 
the crop was also very disappointing. 

The advance in price which had taken place had been checked 
by the influence of the free supplies of former years, but it was 
still considerable—say, about 3/. per ton above the same date 
last year, or 30 to 35 per cent. The demand for manufactures 
had been sluggish during the greater part of the year. The 
outlook had frequently been very gloomy, and it had seemed as 
if lessened production in some form would have had to be re- 
sorted to. Latterly demand had improved, and the year closed 
under better conditions. Fortunately they had been free from 
labour troubles in the staple trade, and in the meantime there 
was full employment for mill and factory workers. 

Leeds.—A meeting of this Chamber was held on 28th Decem- 
ber last, Mr. E. Matheson, president, in the chair. 

Mr. Peate said a meeting was recently held of the Leeds 
exhibitors at the Brussels Exhibition, at which the sub- 
ject of the formation of a woollen and ‘worsted manufacturers’ 
association was broached. It was proposed that these manu- 
facturers should associate themselves together for the purpose 
of mutual defence and the promotion of common interests so 
far as possibly could be done. This was a matter of extreme 
importance to the manufacturers. In the woollen and. worsted 
trades there were many things that required to be gone into 
and considered, such as indefiniteness of terms of contract and 
payment. These terms for years had been irregular, and con- 
siderably lengthening, and one manufacturer alone could not 
stand in opposition to harsh and long terms. By continuing, 
there was no doubt some system could be arrived at, and an 
understanding brought about, by which time and terms could 
be formulated which would obtain an amount of recognition. 
This could be done if a strong association was formed ; it could 
not be accomplished otherwise. The idea suggested was that 
the Chamber should authorise the manufacturing members of 
the Chamber to form a sub-committee with the object of calling 
together those who took part in the Brussels Exhibition, for 
the purpose of considering the whole subject, with power to 
add to their numbers. What they required was the patronage 
and prestige of the Chamber with the scheme. He believed 
there was throughout the trade great discontent with regard to 
terms and other matters. Every other important trade in Leeds 
except the woollen trade had its organisation for either defence 
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or protection, and the idea with the woollen trade was to follow 
on the same lines. Hitherto there had been no combination 
of any kind, the only mouthpiece of the trade being the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. He moved a resolution authorising the 
members of the Chamber who were connected with the woollen, 
and worsted trade to form a sub-committee for the purpose of 
calling together those who took part in the Brussels Exhibition 
for the consideration of the formation of a woollen and worsted 
manufacturers’ trades organisation. 

After some little discussion the resolution was modified so 
as to include all woollen and worsted manufacturers, in con- 
junction with the exhibitors at the Brussels Exhibition (with 
whom the idea originated), and in this form the motion wag 
unanimously 

The secretary reported that he had at the offices samples of 
military cloth used in Venezuela, sent to the Foreign Office by 
the British Consul. It was suggested that the Venezuelan 
War authorities were dissatisfied with the samples (German), 
and that British manufacturers might compete. It was resolved 
that the samples should lie at the office of the Chamber for in- 
spection by traders interested. 

Liver pool.—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of this Chamber was held on 10th January last, Mr. A. 
L. Jones presiding. 

Messrs. John Holt and Co. furnished to the committee the 
following statistics showing the rapid growth in the imports 
of African timber into Liverpool:—In 1896, 12,746 tons; in 
1897, 20,347 tons; and in 1898, 24,000 tons; and urged that 
space should be secured at the south end, in place of the north 
end, for storing the timber, whereby the heavy cost of ae 
from the Coburg Dock to the north end should be saved. It 
was agreed to call a meeting of importers, in order to ascertain 
their views on the subject of the proposal. 

The Foreign Office having promised some time back to call 
for a report from Her Majesty’s Consul at Liberia, on the sub- 
ject of the effect of the working of the new Liberian ordinance 
relating to the engagement at Liberian ports of Kreo boys, had 
been asked for information on the subject of the report. The 
committee had been informed that no report had arrived from 
Her Majesty’s Consul on the subject. Messrs. John Holt and 
Co. afterwards took an opportunity of directing the atten- 
tion of the committee: to the great cost involved in engaging 
Kroo boys at Liberian ports under the new laws, showing an 
account amounting to 114/. 3s. 8d., rendered by the agents of the 
Hamburg firm, now acting as sub-agents, in connection with 
the engagement of 50 Kroo boys for a period of two months. 
The items of this account were: Government fees, $125; wages 
advanced, $408; shipping expenses, $15. Messrs. Holt urged 
that the engagement of labour should be “free.” It was re- 


solved that further steps should be taken to bring the matter 
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forcibly to the notice of the Foreign Office. Complaints were 
also made respecting the character of the laws of the colony of 
Sierra Leone in respect of the engagement of native labour for 
foreign service, and it was resolved that the ordinances of that 
colony relating to the matter should be inquired into. 


XXII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Companies (Winding-up). Seventh General Annual Report 
the Board of Trade under Section 29 of the Companies 
(Winding-up) Act, 1890. (337.) Price 8}d. 

This is the seventh annual report on the matters adminis- 
trative, financial and judicial, within the Companies (Winding- 
up) Act of 1890. The return includes a report and statistical 
tables prepared by the Inspector-General in Companies’ Liquida- 
tion, furnishing particulars of the amount and character of 
company insolvency and of the results of winding-up, so far as 
ascertained, during the year 1897, and a report by the solicitor 
to the Board of Trade on legal proceedings conducted by him 
under the Act. 


2. Joint Stock Companies’ Return. (375.) Price 2s. 11d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies at Somerset House. It shows the names, 
objects or business, places where business is or was conducted, 
date of registration, number of persons who signed the memo- 
randum of association, total number of shares taken up by such 
subscribers, nominal capital, number of shares into which it is 
divided, number of shares taken up, amount of calls made on 
each share, and the total amount of calls received of all joint 
stock companies formed since the Ist day of January, 1897, to 
the 3lst day of December, 1897, inclusive, distinguishing 
whether the companies are limited or unlimited, and also the 
number of shareholders in each of the said companies at the 
date of the last return, and whether still in operation or being 
wound up; also the total number having their registered offices 
in the City of London, or within five miles of the General Post 
Office, together with the total number and the paid-up capital 
of all registered companies which are believed to be carrying 
on business at the present time. 


3. Treaty Series, No. 16, 1898. Convention between the 
United Kingdom and China respecting an extension of Hong 
Kong Territory (with a Map). (C. 9,087.) Price 34d. 

This document was signed in Peking on the 9th of June, 
1898. It provides that the limits of British territory on the 
mainland opposite Hong Kong shall be enlarged under lease to 
the extent indicated generally on a map which is annexed. The 
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exact boundaries shall be hereafter fixed when proper surveys 
have been made by officials appointed by the two Governments. 
The term of this lease shall be ninety-nine years. 

It is at the same time agreed that within the city of Kowloon 
the Chinese officials now stationed there shall continue to 
exercise jurisdiction, except so far as may be inconsistent with 
the military requirements for the defence of Hong Kong. 
Within the remainder of the newly-leased territory, Great 
Britain shall have sole jurisdiction. Chinese officials and 
people shall be allowed as heretofore to use the road from Kow- 
loon to Hsinan. 

It is further agreed that the existing landing-place near 
Kowloon city shall be reserved for the convenience of Chinese 
men-of-war, merchant and passenger vessels, which may come 
and go and lie there at their pleasure, and for the convenience 
of movement of the officials and people within the city. 

When hereafter China constructs a railway to the boundary 
of Kowloon territory, under British control, arrangements shall 
be discussed. 


4. Boiler Explosions. Report to the Secretary of the Board 
of Trade upon the Working of the Boiler Explosions Acts, 1882 
and 1890, during the year ending 30th June, 1898. Depart- 
mental Paper, No. 198. 


This is the sixteenth annual report prepared by the Marine 
Department of the Board of Trade, and is dated November, 
1898. In the report it is stated that under the provisions of the 
Acts above quoted, 65 preliminary inquiries and 19 formal 
investigations have been held during the twelve months ending 
30th June, 1898. 

In the twelve months refered to, 84 boiler explosions occurred, 
and by these explosions 37 persons were killed and 46 injured, 
making a total of 83 persons killed and injured during the year. 
‘The average number of persons killed during the year since the 
Act of 1882 came into operation has been 29°1, and the average 
number killed and injured 90. It will therefore be seen that 
the number of persons killed in the year ending 30th June, 
1898, was above, and the number killed and injured consider- 
ably below, the average of the last 16 years. 

Of the 84 explosions dealt with, 46 occurred on board ship 


‘and 38 on land; and in 16 of the cases which occurred on board. 


ship 15 men were killed and 13 injured, while in the remain- 
no one was either killed or injured. 

y 29 of the 38 explosions which took place on land, 22 men 
were killed and 33 injured, but by the other 9 no death or 
injury was caused. 

These figures show that the minor cases of explosion which 
took place on board ship bear a much larger proportion to the 
total number than do the minor cases of explosion from land 
boilers. There is, however, good reason to believe that a 
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number of minor explosions occur from land boilers that are 
not reported to the Sesactaiset, and about which no inquiries 
have been held. 

A report by the Board’s solicitor upon the formal investiga- 
tions held during the year 1897-98 is appended. 


5. Statistical Abstract for the several Colonial and other 
Possessions of the United Kingdom in each year from 1883 to 
1897, Thirty-fifth Number. (C. 8,993.) Price 1s. 3d. 


This is one of the three statistical abstracts prepared and 
issued annually by the Board of Trade, the other two relating 
respectively to the United Kingdom and to foreign countries. 
The present issue of the Colonial abstract gives information 
relating to the Colonial Possessions of the United Kingdom 
down to the end of the year 1897. An abstract of the rates of 
Customs duties on importation of principal articles on which 
such duties are levied in each Eclonial Possession is also 


appended. 


XXIII—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Penny PostacGEe To INDIA AND THE UNDERMENTIONED BRITISH 
CoLoNIES AND PROTECTORATES. 


The postage to be prepaid on letters from this country for 
the undermentioned British Possessions and Protectorates will 
in future be 1d. per } oz., instead of 2}d.:— 

Aden, Ascension, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, British 
Central Africa, British East Africa, British Guiana, British 
Honduras, Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, Falkland Islands, Fiji 
Islands, Gambia, Gibraltar, Gold Coast Colony, Hong Kong, 
India, Johore, Lagos, Leeward Islands (viz., Antigua, St. Kitts, 
Nevis, Dominica, Montserrat, and the Virgin a Malay 
States (federated) (viz., Perak, Selangor, Negri-Sembilan, and 
Pahang), Natal, Newfoundland, Niger Coast Protectorate, Niger 
Territory, St. Helena, Sarawak, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Straits 
Settlements, Tobago, Trinidad, Turks Islands, Uganda, Wind- 
ward Islands (viz., Grenada, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent). 

Letters to and from Her Majesty’s ships abroad will be trans- 
missible at the same rate of postage. 

The postage payable on letters addressed to any other British 
Possession, or to any foreign country, and that payable on post- 
cards, printed papers, samples, &c., for any part of the world 
will remain unchanged. 


Extension oF Money Orper System To Corza. 
Money orders may now be obtained at any money order office 
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in the United Kingdom payable at the under-mentioned places 
in Corea :— 

Chemulpo, Fusan, Mukho, Seoul, Yuensan. 

The orders should not be forwarded to the payees, but should 
be retained by the remitters as receipts. . 

The rates of commission ihenaaalin in this country will be 
the same as those on money orders to other places abroad. 

Money orders will also be issued in Corea on the United 
Kingdom. 


Maits ror CaNnaDa. 


The Canadian Government having entered into a contract for 
the conveyance of mails between this country and Canada by 
the steamers of the Allan and Dominion Lines, mails for 
Canada, including those for Nova Scotia, will be forwarded 
once a week to Halifax by steamers leaving Liverpool every 
Thursday, commencing on the 22nd instant, the final mails 
from London being made up on Thursday evening for embarka- 
tion on board the steamers when they call at Londonderry on 
the following day. 


| 
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XXIV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep KiXepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 
3lst December, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1897. 

ENDED 3lst DECEMBER. 


I. Imports Forreran Countries AND Britisn Possessions. 


Month ended 
31st Decomber. In 
1898. 1897, 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) . 778,592 833,532 — 54,940 
IL. (a) Articles ot food and drink, 
duty free 15,981,811 |14,337,976 | 1,648,835 _ 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and “drink, 
dutiable ... wee 2,364,590 | 2,621,073 256,483 
Tobacco, dutiable = 441,168 386,669 54,489 
= Chem 2,233,212 | 1,819,305 413 913 
em: d ‘and tanni 
ing 392,208 414 664 22,456 
Vv. on 883 504 676,092 207,412 


VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 


factures 9,593,105 | 8,257,787 | 1,855,318; 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 


and manufactures .. 4,090,759 | 3,797,752 | 293,007 - 

VIII. Manufactured articles ... | 6,920,404 | 6,537,276 | 383,128 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... «+. | 1,575,864 | 1,593,153 _ 17,789 

(B.) Parcel post ... os 77,885 59,257 18,628 


Total value... {45,332,608 41 334,536 3,998,072 


II. Exports or BritisH anp Irish Propuck MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living 101,917 97,331 4,586 
IL. Articles of food and drink | 1,022,856 | 1.054.666 31,810 
III. Raw materials 2,029,878 | 1,648,492 | 381,386 — 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,675,992 | 8,065,178 | 610,814 a 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom —— machinery) 2.796,543 | 2.996 484 - 199,941 
(C.) Machinery and millwork _.... | 1,699,401 | 1,098 148 | 601,253 — 


(D.) Apparel and articles of per- 
sonal use 


858,518 | 784,534 74,014 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 695,090 715,650 - 20,560 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
or partly manufactured | 2,841 343 | 2,667,684 173,659 
(G.) Parcel post ©... ... 255,840) 191,989 64,851 


Total value ... ... /20,978,408 19,800, | 1,658,252;  — 


IIT. Exports or Foreign anp Corontat Pronrer 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... ... | 5,535,953 | 4,989,178 | 546,775 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KiNGDOM—continued. 


TwELVE Montus ENDED 3lst DECEMBER. 


I. Imports rrom Fornian Countrizs anp BritisH Possessions. 


Twelve months ended 
31st December. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1897. 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for 110,385,676 | 11,380,092 994,416 
I. ~ ) J Articles of food drink, duty 
166,894,715) 151,543,901 15,350,814 
Attictes "Of food and drink, 
++,|27,028,560 |26,697.681 330,879 
‘dutiable 3,877,038 | 4,066,354 189,316 
III. Metals . |21,277,294 | 573,362 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, ‘and tanning 
substances ... vee 5, 483,220 | 5,998,549 515,319 
V. Oils | 8,857,177 | 7,624,915 | 732,262 
VI. —s materials for textile manufac- 
.|71,268,897 |70,065,745 | 1,202,652} — 
Vil. materials for sundry it industri: 
and manufactures ... ..}52,228,035 |52,094,641 133,394 
VIII. articles -+{87,119,504 |85,134,440 | 1,985,064 
IX, Miscellaneous articles ... .--[14,797,902 |14 140,398 | 657,504 _ 
Parcel post 1,813,808 | 1,004,950 
ox 


Il. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ F 4 £ £ 
I. Animals, living ou 1,105,170 | 1,131,952 26,782 
IL. Articles of food and drink vee L2,106,962 | 12,129 644 22,682 
IIL Raw materials .. +-|21,084,326 |20,133,679 | 950,647 _ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
(A) and textile fab 94,512,109 0: 
arns and textile fabrics oo 109 |96,578,102 _- 2,065, 
Metals and articles manufac- * 
tured therefrom (except machinery)|32,791,044 |34,472,077 1,681,033 
C.) Machinery and millwork __ ...|18, 380, 076 | 16,255,602 | 2,124,474 
Dz. a4 Apparel and articles of personal 
9,573,380 | 9,874,585 _ 301,205 
(E.) Chemicals” ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... --| 8,373,099 | 8,698,688 - 325,589 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ...|33,324,966 |32,888 193 | 436,773 — 
(G.) Parcel post | 2,057,186 82,474 
Total value... ... 828,916 
III. Exports or anp Propvce. 


Total value 


£ 
..-60,619,199 


£ 
59,954,410 


£ 
664,789 
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II.—Corn PRriceEs. 
Return of the Quantities soLp and AveRAGE Prices or Britisa 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors ana 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


| 
Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 8rd December, 1898 «| 79,888 2 | 196,712 5 18,698 5 
10th 70,806 | 152,456 7 20,3854 1 
December, 1898. 825,461 1 | 722,976 8 99,067 5 
Corresponding month in 1897... ..| 250,516 5 | 607,252 2 65,840 
Average Prices, 
8. d. 
Week ended 8rd December, 1£98 28 «6 ay 
lth ,, 27 66 28 «6 17 8 
2 9 28 6 17 (0 
26 11 2 4 17 0 
December, 1898 ove 2 28 «#5 
November, 1898 .2 28 1 28 2 
October 26 «6 27 9 6 
September 27 8 17 8 
July 24 3 20 8 
June ove 43 25 8 20 8 
May 0 26 9 21 0 
April eee eee eee 86 27 9 18 2 
December, 1897 83 11 8 
” 1895 24 23 11 13 
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1898. 


Retvrn of the Numsers, Nationativies, and Destinations of the 
PassenGerS that left the Unrrep Kinapom for Puaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 3lst December, 1898, and the 
Twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
Unitea | British N.| Austral-| of Good | AM 
‘ sh N. -| 0 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. | Hope and — Total. sponding 
atal. ‘ i 
1897. 
Month ended 31st December, 1898. 
English ... one 2,023 213 520 1,010 784 4,550 4,605 
Scotch Je eee 287 23 45 290 166 811 718 
Trish wo eee 401 28 68 86 55 638 635 
Total of British i 
origin ... sie 2,711 264 633 1,386 1,005 5,999 5,958 
Foreigners... 1,985 869 44 512 151 8,061 2,521 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 7 2 4 _ 274 287 215 
| 635 681 1,898 | 1,430 | 9,847 8,694 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 4656 412 867 1,338 | 1,421 8,694 —_ 
month, 1897 


Twelve months ended 3lst December, 1898. 


English ... «| 42,155 | 15,074 | 8,663 | 14,898 | 9,874 | 90,664 | 94,658 
Scotch ... «| 7,898 | 1,710 | 1,187 | 8,689 | 1,721 | 15,575 | 16,124 


Irish ‘ian «. | 80,879 881 906 1,258 467 84,391 85,678 
Total of British 
origin ... 80,402 | 17,665 | 10,706 | 19,795 | 12,062 | 140,630 | 146,460 
Foreigners... oo» | 42,595 9,854 281 5,844 | 1,897 | 60,471 62,932 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 546 84 33 2. | 8,357 8,972 3,888 
Total ... eee | 128,548 27,553 | 11,020 | 25,641 | 17,816 | 205,073 | 213,280 
Total for corre- 
sponding 132,048 | 22,669 | 12,396 | 28,801 | 17,366 | 213,280 _ 
months, 1897 


Note.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of cach 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IV.— Auten ImmMicRATION—DECEMBER, 1898. 

Return of the Numper of Auiens that arrived from the Continent at Ports ¢ in the 
Usirep Kinepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

 capgean from the Auren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, | 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Christiania, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Di . Continental Total. 
and Antwerp. —4 Ports. 
1898, | 1897. 1008, | 107. 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897, 108. 1897. | 1898. | 1897, 
Month ended 31st December. 
Aliens not stated to en 
route to America or 
places “out of the “united 
Derived at London 821 849 247 155 71 62 247 533) 1,386) 1,599 
” Grimsby 217 22 20 29) ae 1 277 137 
” Hull ... 71 57 38 33) 60) 42 nae ds 21: 165 380 297 
Tyne Ports 4 49 27 90} 288}. 167} 126] 310) 461 
” - 18 10 52 31 6 ne 12 21 88 64 
Newhaven ooo one = 56" 359) a... one 566 359 
ports 23 51 6 12) 131 78) 264 170 424) 
Total 1,154) 1,086 414 278 387 472 566 359 910} 1,083) 43,431) $3,228 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby ‘ 3 7 213 33 117 137 Pe 20 20) 353) 197 
” Hartlepool } 
” ull ... iota 69 146 12 2 120 1 a 388 391 649 
” Leith ... ok = pe hen é 1 4 4 
” ports .. 2 37 7 ae 97 65 141 68 
Total .. 72 233 270 35 246 248 506 480) 1,094 $96 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of not stated be 
en route to America or other | |. 1,226} 1,319 684 313 633 720 566 359) 1,416 513 
‘Twelve months ended 3ist December. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
of the United i 
Total No. 19,206) 15,664) 6,159) 4,829) 6,609) 6,475) 8,085) 8,547) 12,970) 14,093) $53,029) 49,613 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
‘otal No.... me 3,881} 3,523) 1,890 873) 13,051) 15,818 57 nee 13,317) 12,007} 32,196) 32,221 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated be 
en route to America or other | | 23087) 19,187} 8,049) 53702) 19,660) 22,293, 8,142) 8,547) 26,287) 26,105 $85,225] $81,834 
ae out of the United | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other gd out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
— Sor settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
wing from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
y 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
+t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Gran: outh, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbroug’ — 
New: ewhaven, North Shields, South Shie , Southampton, Sunderland, and West Ha:tlepool. The lists 
from ae Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck p ngers and p who, after landing, 
by train as third-class passengers. 
+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United om in the month of December, 1898, was 951, and 813 in the same month of 1897; in the Twelve 
months ended 31st ber, 1898, the number was iz 313, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 10, 762. 


99, 
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he V.—Bankruprcy.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 

8, Noumper of Recervina Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 

ae Twelve Months 

December ended 
December. 
1898, | 1897. | 1898, | 1897. 
7. 
No. No. No. No." 
kee, 818 | 4,815 | 4,113 
= Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Grocers, &c. om, es 25 22 817 299 

Publicans and hotel ‘keepers, &e. 20 22 249 240 

61 Farmers oie 19 14 188 248 

64 Butchers... eco eee 9 14 14t 165 

359 Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ove 8 11 139 132 

311 Bakers ee on eee 6 12 186 123 

Tailors, &e. ... 6 5 96 71 

Drapers, haberdashera, 9 8 98 95 
Clerks, commercial and general ... ~ 11 6 71 43. - 

197 Agents, commission and general... ...  «. 5 9 70 69 

Confectioners bee 8 60 27 

349 Coal and coke merchants and dealers 2 8 52 66 

4 Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. 49 49 

68 Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers ese 5 A 46 41 

— Travellers, commercial, &e, 2 2 45 30 

196 Corn, flour, seed, hay, ne straw merchants 

ewellers, watchmakers, porters, ver- 

04 smiths, &c. ove 4 1 43 28 

Cabinet makers and ‘upholsterers 2 2 41 26 
Furniture dealers and makers... oon 2 38 30 
Solicitors ... 2 4 88 45 
rymen, cowkeepers, &c. ese 1 
Tobacconists, &c. ... ove 8 1 83 44 
Provision merchants, &o. 2. abe ove ov 8 3 83 47 
Saddlers and harness makers... wee ae 8 2 82 | 27 
13 Merchants ... eos 1 6 82 an 
Restaurant, coffee and eating house keepers ove 4 i 30 24 
Iroumongers... ove tes 8 3 29 29. 
Carpenters and j joiners one 3 2 29 40 
21 Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ee Sad 8 8 27 22 
% Doctors of medicine, physicians, dc. ... 2 8 27 16 
Directors and promoters of public companies .. 2 _ 26 15 
34 Clothiers, outfitters, dc. ... ove ~ 26 23 
Engineers and founders, &c. ose 2 26 29 
Blacksmiths, farriers, one 4 24 18 
be Gardeners, florists, &c. ... 1 23 22 
China, glass, and earthenware, dealers ows 1 28 9 

| Printers and publishers... Re 8 3 23 33 

General dealers .. a 3 28 35 

Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers 1 2 23 27 

Weollen merchants and manufacturers... — 2 21 21 

Stationers ... 2 1 20 23 

t Cuppiots, tanners, and: leather merchants. 38 1 20 17 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—-ENGLAND AND WALES—continued. 


Twelve Months 
December. ended 
31st December. 
1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No. No, No. No. 
tions—cont. : 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 1 20 25 
Schoolmasters and —— ooo coe 1 5 20 20 
ging-house ose 3 0 
Hairdressers .. one 2 1 19 16 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. ; oon one 18 15 
Carriage, &c., builders... ose 17 15 
Timber merchants and wooddealers ... 1 15 12 
Fishing smack owners, and masters ... ... a 1 15 12 
Brokers, stock and share o> ooo oss 2 2 15 16 
Wheelwrights 2 2 14 22 
Cattle and pig dealers... 1 2 13 17 
Stone, a e and monumental masons, “ee. 2 1 13 ul 
Architects and 3 2 12 11 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers ...  ... 1 6 2 


VI.—ExportT oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Britain 


December, 189: 
the Year 1897. 


Return of the Numper of Animats exported from IreLanp to GREAT 


the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st 
compared with the corresponding Periods of 


December. 


Twelve Months 
ended 
81st December. 


1897. 


1898. | 1897. 


No. 
51,593 
28,464 
86,695 

1,654 


5 


4,216 


168,418 


2,277,274), 284,265 


112 
— 
No, No. No. 
Swine ooo eve ese ese] 91,282 583,265) 684,309 
Goats oss ove ooo ooo oso 6 8,769) 8,772 
Mules or Jennets... ous 1 380 35 
Asses oe eee eee eee oe eee 7 i 2,802 
Total ... eee 202,090) 
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VII.—FisHery AND WALEs. 


Srarement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Enouisu and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 

unds during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st 
December, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of 


the Year 1897. 


Twelve Months ended 
December. December. 
1898. | 1897. 1898, | 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot ... ooo ose 5,940 6,113 69,924 69,562 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... = 1,892 2,378 31,600 36,191 
Total prime fish ... 16,316 16,691 204,271 203,518 
Cod 45,090 41,456 546,591 540,115 
Haddock | 2583101 || 2,607,863 | 2,548,714 
Hake 8,897 5,603 273,428 201,995 
Halibut 2,685 2,219 110,425 102, 
Herrings 147,240 113,454 || 1,832,423 | 1,815,736 
Ling .. 6,181 6,344 111,342 103,489 
Mackeni 397 350 3,843 | 510, 
Plaice .. 47,290 $9,116 715,217 746,851 
ne 
separately distinguished, except shell) 528 | 66,777 || 1,196,204 | 954,735 
Total ... 583,065 || 8,080,054 | 7,945,208 
Shell fish :— No. 0. No. No. 
Crabs... 105,517 51,958 || 5,628,114 | 4,048,493 
Lobsters... 3,582 3,020 825,562 700,413 
Oysters... 5,547,000 | £543,000 || 35,794,000 | 34,523,000 
Cwts. Cwis. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shellfish ... 54,156 43,149 536,850 502,498 
VALUE 
& 
4,172 3,637 55,26: 50,1 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... ... 5,616 6,625 84,613 92,295 
Total primefish .. .. 85,925 77,198 || 1,000,644 955,297 
Haddock 139,844 591 || 1,524,525 | 1,418,053 
Hake 5,517 5,639 193,784 146,985 
Halibut. 7,878 6,851 195,375 188,12 
He 31,475 $1,552 432,638 529,8 
Pile 743 1,268 20, 24,56 
Fish not separately distinguished, except sheil , 
| $22,962 || 5,756,205 | 5,568,49§ 
Shell fish :— 
868 522 67,885 55,557 
135,694 
Total value offishlanded... ...  ...) 484,155 $70,071 || 6,128,744 | 5,900,88§ 
Nors.-—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHery 


Statement of the Tota, Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 3)st December, 1898, compared with the 


corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


Twelve Months ended 
December December. 
1998. | 1897 1898. | 1897. 
QUANTITY 
Soles (Lemon Soles 17,749 13,227 
’372 387 6,225 
36,406 $3,226 556,283 590,814 
Eel (Conger) de 638 1,870 14,886 "18,967 
Haddock 69,321 84,756 747,916 866,326 
i 30,726 28,929 || 4,691,383 | 2,966,274 
Ling 2,009 4,479 111,610 159,640 
5 3 5,372 4, 
Saith (Coal Fish) ... wu 2,654 3,612 108,102 98,155 
3 2,441 $,124 74,197 65,758 
Sparling x 27 é 
ting 3,026 $4,246 39,639 36,722 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
fish 4,740 $,596 59,138 $8,794 
Total ... 159,909 195,131 . || 6,545,221 | 5,001,746 
Shell fish :— No. 0 
Crabs 128,060 148,200 || 3,668,315 | 3,530,044 
Lobsters. 34,645 47,619 662,655 736,315 
Oysters 13,317 200 405,982 401,617 
ts. Cwts. 
Clams 2,255 4,880 14,013 19,258 
Mussels. 19,046 21,396 191,678 279,071 
shell fish ae 3,129 | 3,109 58,298 65,775 
VALUE. 
£ £ 
Soles Soles) ... “ae = 2,918 2,398 36,949 31,786 
1,365 1,303 16,904 ij 
, Plai ; 7,704 6,694 79,900 75,961 
Haddock ie 48,844 $6,928 427,213 $35,119 
Halibut... 504 1,540 3 $0,174 
Herrings 6,304 5,081 9,044 707,543 
Mackerel 3 3 2,405 2,553 
Saith (Coal Fish) ... oot 564 607 11,737 9,985 
1 788 "429 £186 
« 28 700 1,501 1,339 
Whiting ai 1,911 2,245 21,205 19,131 
‘fish cept 1,924 1,560 14,624 11,532 
Total ... 7 94,929 94,258 1,876,495 | 1,627,622 
Shell fish :— 
200 $64 1,595 2,408 
| 747 568 15,714 13,175 
Total value of fish landed . 99,537 || 1,953,763. | 1,710,260 
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IX.—FisHery Statistics. —IRELAND. 

Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 3lst December, 1898, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1897. 

Twelve Months ended 
December. 
1898. 1897, 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts Cwts. q ts. 

Soles os 166 1 3,169 2,702 

Turbot 109 145 1,963 1,698 
Total prime fish a 275 328 5,132 $,400 

3,549 5,706 51,436 $6,995 

Haddock 2,339 21382 20,518 28,178 

errings 121349 

Li "997 17,967 

Mackerel ‘ 9,683 2,609 511,463 $22,576 

Whiting "excep 853 940 10,825 9,301 
no’ tinguished, ex: 

shell fish 3,017 3,055 62,198 55,558 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs } 377 1,675 170,832 207,945 
Lobsters 7 23762 716 246,500 
Oysters 19,700 11,060 259,133 392,050 
Other shell fish 1,359 1,445 20,221 19,318 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 

951 901 18,026 12,787 

1,666 2,325 19,717 18,465 

Haddock 1,805 1,600 13, 15.742 

Take 342 741 11,009 065. 

Herrings 8,375 40,227 $4,420 

Mackerel ove one 4,851 998 154,343 146,830 

Sprats ... _ 183 347 

rhiting tei 593 451 5,677 4,695 
ne distin 

shell fish Pa iy guished, “except 1,890 1,845 32,575 25,762 

Shell fish :— 

Crabs am 4 ul 620 678 

Lobsters a 30 104 8,060 7,602 

Oysters on 61 35 658 7 

Other shell fish 245 236 3,336 3,571 
340 386 12,674 18,481 

Total value of fishlanded «..| 16,094 11,650 315,991 296,425 

Notge—tThe above are subject to correction in the Annual yalues given 
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X.—Cottron REeturNs.—DEcEMBER, 1898. 

Return of the Numser of Bares of Corron Importep and Exporvep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and ReturNED to 
Ports during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December- 
1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 

Month of Twelve Months ended 
December. 81st December. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
IMPORTS. 
No. No. No. No. 

American on ca 753,254 570,585 8,867,641 2,934,704 

3- 862 18,995 70,796 

EastIndian ... 4,746 729 68,649 98,643 

66,548 71,145 882,646 895,684 

Miscellaneous ... vhs 8,859 8,679 69,334 55,526 ‘ 
883,410 647,000 | 4,402,265 | 3,555,353 

EXPORTS, 

American 29,291 21,798 372,022 292,552 

1,304 715 4,535 

East Indian... ... 8,735 540 41,081 52,188 

Egyptian 7,255 6,139 || ‘81,776 78,393 

Miscellaneous ... a 171 1,469 , 9,701 17,114 
iia ie 41,756 30,661 410,368 444,782 

FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 

American 272,008 254,910 2,851,166 2,613,788 

4,467 2,850 29,814 65,707 

tian 087 05,1 801,892 

7,085 7,376 85,393 94,151 
380,581 309,187 8,298,940 3,134,426 

FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American 121 301 4,273 2,939 

i ~ 40 
ooo ose 12 62 462 498 
188 363 4,785 3,477 
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XI.—PenriopicaL RetTurRNS OF Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Covunrrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note—Par Vatues: Rouble 2s. 13d.; Franc=9,;%d.; Milreis = 
4s. 6d.; Lira =9d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 
Lew = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 6¢d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


Name of Country. | yonth. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
Russia in Europe ...| July .| Roubles... 57,793,000 $6,198,000 327,621,000 298,188,000 
France Nov. ... 333,513,000 | 357,943,000 || 3,971,533,000 | 3,536,684,000 
Portugal | Oct. ...| Milreis ... 4,011,000 2,716,000 || 41,103,000 | 34,531,000 
Italy Nov. .| Lire ... 111,952,000 110,641,000 || 1,212,172,000 | 1,070,119,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Nov. ...| Gulden ... 63,136,000 73,317,000 758,772,000 676,194,000 
Greece ; Aug. ..| Drchms, 13,610,000 8,434,000 93,628,000 60,411,000 
Bulgaria .| Sept. ...) Lew ... 6,100,000 7,826,000 50,860,000 62,668,000 
Egypt... Oct. | ... 1,012,000 1,071,000 8,607,000 8,374,000 
United States Nov. -| Dollars 52,110,000 52,355,000 579,844,000 691,089,000 
Mexico June 3,716,000 3,24,6000 23,008,000 18,610,000 
British India* Oct. ...)Rupees  5,44,15,909 5,76,43,345 36,58,04,245 | 37,28,27,654 
II.—Exports. 

Russia in Europe ...| July ...| Roubles.., 56,416,000 | 59,977,000 || 414,064,000 | 345,048,000 
France .| Novy. .| Frs. .., 237,100,000 | ‘356,947,000 || 8,131,496,000 | 3,276,701,000 
Portugal .| Oct. .| Milreis ... 3,096,000 2,478,000 25,641,000 23,059,000 
Italy .| Nov. ...| Lire... 104,555,000 107,332,000 || 1,067,792,000 989,093,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Nov. .| Gulden ... 82,501,000 68,905,000 738,507,000 704,119,000 
Greece Aug. ...| Drchms.... 13,309,000 | 13,322,000 47,729,000 | 4,806,000 
Bulgaria ..| Sept. ...| Lew 7,564,000 3,471,000 48,995,000 28,360,000 
Egypt... Oct. ..| L. E. 989,000 1,250,000 8,949,000 9,138,000 
* United States ..| "Nov. .| Dollars 129,783,000 116,672,000 || 1,117,681,000 974,655,000 
Mexico sen June ” 12,912,000 11,681,000 65,476,000 62,548,000 
British India* Oct. ...| Rupees 8,22,34,863 7,46,14,910 || 64,66,65,555 | 51,34,75,395 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 
Nors.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the 
‘Special’? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; i 
exports of domestic produce and 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreiegn Trape or BritisH Inp1a. 


[Jan. 1899, 


Imports INTO British INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Seven mon 1s$ April— 
3lst ber. 


Increase. Decrease. 
1897, . | 1898, 
R R Rk R 
I.—Animals, living... ... 6,28,790 8,05,692 1,76,902 
_IL—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... 1,95,16,209 1,54,87,775 40,28,434 
Other articles... 8,52,12,307 | 2,66,73,147 85,39,160 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and 7 (in- 
cluding plated ware oe 79,58,440 79,71,669 13,229 wad 
3,28,03,015 | 2,80,02,351 48,00,664 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,86,25,069 1,71,33,476 oss 14,91,593 
Railwa: t and rolling- 
than Govern- 
ment stores) ... ... | 1,77,28,015 | 1,44.65,372 32,62,643 
 IV.—Chemicals, medicines 
and narcotics, dy and tan- 
ning materials ... ove « | 1,14,15,639 1,06,86,803 7,28,836 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 1,92,27,723 1,80,74,444 11,53,279 
31,14,077 20,17,486 10,96,591 
‘VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles | -1,52,49,836 | 1,45,43,982 7,05,854 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... 1,95,03,349 | 1,52,61,517 42,41,832 
Cotton piece goods ... 11,62,47,555 | 13,34,34,387 | 1,71,86,892 
Other articles 5,55,97,630 | 6,12,46,144 |  56,48,514 
Total of all Imports ... | 37,28,27,654 | 36,58,04,245 70,23,409 
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XII.—Foreien TravE or British Inp1a—continued. 


Exports oF INDIAN PropucE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRITISH 
TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES, 


Seven months, lst April— 
31st October. 


Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 9,10,682 2,37,633 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice 4,49,94,960 8,77,00,736 | 4,27,05,776 
Wheat ... 52,94,554 ‘8,84,60,163 7,81,65,609 
Tea 5,06,29,028 | 5,18,09,963 |  6,80,935 
Other articles... 1,69,18,490 1,90,98,097 21,79,607 
IIJ.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 8,56,748 6,95,159 1,61,589 
IV.—Chemicals, «drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... 3,52,81,445 | 3,98,61,930 45,80,485 
Indigo ... 57,82,468 59,71,585 1,89,117 
Other articles... 63,14,667 65,52,889 2,38, 222 
V.—Oils ... 36,79,020 43,29,297 6,50,277 ee 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton ... 5,79,22,142 6,45,56,722 66,34,580 
Jute 3,54,66,061 2,53,16,476 oe 1,01,49,585 
Oilseeds 5,18,26,343 7,53,24,597 2,34,98,254 
Other articles... 5,45,67,500 5,22,60,192 23,07,308 
VIl.—Articles manufactured 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... 4,22,31,641 3,85,08,343 37,23,298 
Cotton piece goods ... 68,45,065 59,13,160 9,31,905 
Other articles... 7,26,90,286 6,71,17,608 55,72,678 
Tota of all Exports ... | 49,19,73,467 | 62,88,87,599 | 13,69,14,132 


120 DIPLUMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [Jan. 1899. 


XXV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

Nore.—The date against each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. 
2020 Montevideo... oe (1896-97) 
2021 Tainan (1896) 
2022 Copenhagen ... ods 4d. 
2026 Berlin (Estimates—1898-99) ... 24d. 
2028 Stockholm ( 13d. 
2029 | Belgrade (1896-97) lid 
2030 New Orleans . (1897) oso | 28. 
2033 Naples om ( ” ) 2d. 
2034 | Havre 24d. 
2035 Cherbourg .. ( 3d. 
2036 Las Palmas . (1896 24d 
2037 | Venice is (1896-97) 1}. 
2038 Galveston (1897) 2d 
2039 | Canary Islands (1896-97) 4d 
2040 Berlin eA (1897) 1d 


2042 | Germany ... (Prussian Estimates—1898-99) | 2d. 


2043 Guayaquil... (1897) 
2044 | Argentine Republic C » 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... (Finances—1897-99) ... 
2046 Diisseldorf (1897) ooo] Lhd. 
2049 Samoa | 1d. 
2051 Bordeaux | Bid. 
2053 | Ancona ‘ (1896) 
2054 Amsterdam oss (1897) 1d. 
2055 Patras 1d. 
2056 Callao ¢ ” eee eee 1d. 
2058 Rio de Janeiro ove 
2059 Chungking 14d. 
2060 Saigon en: Id. 
2062 | Stockholm C») 24d. 
2063 Brest Ci > 1d. 
2066 | Trieste 
2067 | Batoum 2d, 
2068 Piraeus 13d. 


q 

| 
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No. Place. Price, 
2069 Trebizond... 1897) 13d. 
2070 Pondiched » ) sie .| 
2071 Mozambique ... Ca) 1d. 
2072 Foochow eee Cn») cow 
2074 Pernambuco ... oes ¢ ” 
2075 Leghorn oes ” on} 
2076 Taganrog » ose | 2d. 

2080 Rio Grande de Sul 5d. 

2084 Marmagao... » ) 
2085 Chicago Can) soo | 
2086 Shashi C » 54d. 
2087 Ghent ” 4d. 
2089 Madeira e's 1d, 
2091 Lombardy eee eee ” ) 1d. 
2095 Java ... coo |. 
2097 eee eee eee 
2099 alais oe eee ” eee 
2102 | Syra ... ¢ Qhd. 
2103 Nice ... Pre oss 
2108 Samshui June 4—Dec: 31, 1897)... | 
2109 Japan (1897) ooo | 
2112 Malaga (189 wae | 3d. 
2116 eirut ese ose A 
2117 Peru... ase (Trade and Finances—1897) 
2118 Congo Free State oes (1897) soe coo | Ad. 
2121 Asuncion ... in ol 
2122 Frankfort... € eco! 
2124 Elba... onl Ca? 4d. 
2127 | Tahiti dip ld. 
2128 Resht ose eee 4d, 
2129 Zanzibar 14d 
2130 Germany wos) 


i 


122 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [Jen, 1899, 
| No. Place. Price. 
| 2131 Tangier ons oes ~ (1897) ae 2d. 
2132 | Corea 1}d. 
| 2133 Philippine Islands 54d. 
~ 2184 | Vera Cruz ... 2d. 
| 2136 | Ni ld. 
2138 Germany ld. 
2139 Guatemala... > 24d. 
2141 | Denmark ... Cw») 
2149 Tainan aon ld. 
2150 Kiungchow ... oss |) 
2151 New Caledonia oss 
2155 Belgium pen .-. (January to May, 1898) ... one 4d. 
2156 | Shanghai... 1897 
2157 Germany ost (Prussian Finances—1890-97) 1d. 
2158 Bavaria (Trade, Agriculture and Finances—1897-8) 13a. 
2159 Bulgaria (1897) 3d. 
2161 Gothenburg ... oat |, 
2165 Yokohama ... (1897) we] 
2167 Bosnia one ld. 
2168 Wuchow eee oe ¢ ” ) lid. 
2170 Port Said ‘ 13d. 
2173 | Naples 
2176 | Hakodate... | 
2179 Spain eos (Spanish Finances—1898-99) 
2181 Japan (Supplementary Budget, 1898-99) | 
2182 Wulm oo (1897) 
2184 Mexico ove 14d, 
2187 Chinkiang... os jd, 
2189 Hiogo and Osaka Cw) 1}d, 
2191 Mosul ove 1d, 
2192 Chiengmai ... ase 1d. 
2195 Ancona > 4d, 
2196 Constantinople 24d. 


i 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 


sources :—- 
No. Price. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria... 4d. 
442 Colombia.—Report on United States Trade Competition jin 
Colombia .. 44. 
443 Germany _—Report on the Maritime Interests of the German 
Empire .. 24. 
444 Germany. —Report on the Prussian State Railways in 
1896-97 .. 4d. 
445 Germany. —Translation of Decree cting information to 
be given by German Customs Authorities .., 
446 .—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Laws 
or 1896 ... 13d, 
447 France.—Report on the "Regency. of Tunis during the French 
Protectorate 
448 Turkey.—Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897... d 


449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade oes 


450 Jtaly.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy _... we | 1d, 
451 Canary Islands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas ...| ... 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany ... 
453 Mewxico.—Report on the Manufacturing in Mexico 
454 Germany.—Report on the Coal Industry of the Rhenish 
Westphalian Provinces 64d, 
455 United States.—Report on the Trade between the United 
States and China ... 1d. 
456 United States—Report on Immigration into the United 
States... oo | 
457 China.—Report of a Journey to North Ssu-ch’uan | 8hd. 
458 China.—Report on the Trade of Central and Southern China 1s. 54d. 
459 Africa.—Report on the Congo Independent State... eos 1d. 
460 Turkey.—Report on the Vilayet of Broussa ... 1}d. 
461 Germany.—Memorandum on German Trade in the first 
quarters of 1897 and 1898 ... ee id. 


462 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports. and “Expo rts 
of “ [ron and Ironware” and “ Implements, Machines” i in 
1896 and 1897.. 2d. 
463 Italy.—Report on Florence, its Administrations and Institu- od 
tions .. ane 
464 United States. ‘—Report on the Improvement of the Entrance 
to Galveston renee and the Commercial Results there- 


from | 
465 Russia, —Report on the Government Spirit Monopoly 1d. 
466 China.—Report on a soe ted from eee to Shanghai over- j 
land... ld, 


467 Sweden. —Report on the Trade and Industries of Great 
Britain in their relation to those of Foreign Countries... | 1d. 
468 Germany.—Report on the Commercial High School at Leipzi 1d. 
469 Turkey.—Réport on the Sponge Fisheries of re Nort 


Africa ... eee 
470 Russia.—Report on the Warsaw Wool Fair of 1898 ... whe 4d, 
471 Russia.—Report on the Beetroot Sugar Industry in Russia 

since its first introduction in 1800.. 14d. 
472 United States.—Report on the Fire Department of the city 

of Boston, Mass. 
478 China.—Report on a journey from Hong Kong to Ssumao.. ld 


474 Germany.—Report for the year 1897 on the German Colonies 23d, 
475 China.—Notes of a journey to Tachienlu ove | 23d. 


\ 
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MIscELLANEOUsS SERIES—continued. 


Central America.—Report on the legal status of 
residents in Central America 

Belgium.—Report on Higher Commercial Education in 

Belgium 

Germany. —Report on Savings Banks in Prussia 

Germany.—Report on the extent and character of the trade 
between Hamburg and Africa ee 

United States —Report on Agriculture of the State of Maine 

United States——Report on the Cattle Industry of the United 
States, June, 1896, to June, 1898 ... 

Germany.—Report on ’the trade between Great Britain and 
Hamburg in Cotton, Woollen, Linen and Jute Yarns 
and Tissues 

Germany.—Report on Commercial Education i in Germany ... 

Belgiwm.—Report on the Metallurgical Industries of the 
Province of Liége during the year 1897 ... 

Germany.—Report on the Production and Export ‘of Beer 
at Hamburg ... wk 4d. 

Mexico.—Report on the British Export Trade to Mexico... 4d. 


XXVI.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East. Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


ANNUAL (continued). 


Colony. | Year. | No. | Colony. | Year. 


Basuto Land ... ..-| 1896-97 238 | Bahamas... 
Jamaica ... oe 239 | St. Lucia me res 


Bechuanaland 240 | St. Helena ee 
Protectorate 241 | Trinidad and Tobago oa 

Leeward eg oe 242 | British Honduras 
Bermuda.. 243 | Malta... 
Gambia ... 244 | Fiji ‘is eee 
Turks and Carios Islands 245 | Hong Kong... 
Barbados... 25 246 | Leeward Islands 

gos 247 | Grenada ... ove 
St. Vincent Ft 248 | Gibraltar... 


Sierra Leone 249 | Gold Coast. bie 
Falkland Islands oe * 250 | Mauritius and Rodrigues 
Straits Settlements ...| 1897 251 | Solomon Islands J 


British New Guinea _...| 1896-97 | 252 | Seychelles 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


Colony. Subject. 


Bahamas ... Sisal Industry. 

Hong Kong... ...| Bubonic Plague. 
Newfoundland ...| Mineral Resources, 

Western Pacific... Solomon Islands. 

Dominica ... soe ...| Agriculture. 

Virgin Islands... Condition during 1897. 
Grenada... Report on Agriculture in 
Carriacou. 
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No. | Price. 
476 
477 
478 
479 
4&0 
481 
482 
483 
484 
485 
486 
225 
226 
227 oe ” 
228 
229 
230 ” 
231 
232 
233 | ” 
234 ” 
235 ” 
236 1897-98 
237 | 
So. | 
5 
4 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 


4 
? 


